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Wednesday, 7 December 1994

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths) took the Chair at 2.30 pm, and read prayers.

PETITION - POLICE STATION, RANG EWAY, GERALDTON,
ESTABLISHMENT

The following petition bearing the signatures of 360 persons was presented by Hon Kim
Chance -

We the undersigned citizens of Western Australia humbly request that recognition
be given and consideration taken into our request for a fully staffed Police Station
to be established in Rangeway, Geraldton.
We request this service because of the problems that are being faced by residents
in Rangeway, Utakarra and Karloo with lawlessness, trancy and vandalism
which is occurring in ever increasing numbers in these suburbs.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as bound, will ever pray.

[See paper No 638.1
The PRESIDENT: Order! I will not keep telling honourable members every day that
wandering around and holding meetings in the Chamber is getting out of hand. I have let
things go, but it has now become part of the ritual of members to constantly move around
and hold discussions over the back of members' seats. We have a standing order which
says that members cannot do that. I have not been pedantic about enforcing that standing
order and have rolled with the punches a bit and have let it go. Goodness gracious, a
member is presenting a petition while a couple of members are having an open discussion
as though he were not here. I advise members that the rules are their rules and they are
made to make life comfortable for them. Once every four years members elect me to sit
in the Chair to protect their rights. I try to do that and I will do it to the best of my ability
and as fairly as I can.

PETITION - NATIVE FORESTS, SOUTH WEST, PROTECTION
The following petition bearing the signatures of 5 402 persons was presented by Hon J.A.
Scott -

We the undersigned respectfully showeth that the remaining ancient and
irreplaceable native forests in the South West of Western Australia are now in
danger of extinction. Many plant and animal species in these forests are also in
danger of extinction.
We are also concerned at the lack of adequate management which has allowed
logging for woodchipping and frequent prescribed burning to destroy the State's
forests to this extent. We call on the State Government to immediately
(a) halt all logging and frequent prescribed burning in the Hawke, Sharpe,

Rocky and (3iblett blocks and all other High Conservation Value arid Old
Growth forests;

(b) require CALM to produce a series of options for the future of the wood
products industry in WA which do not require the logging of native
forests, and

(c) examine the employment opportunities that can be created by transferring
the WA wood products industry onto tree crops, plantations and
agroforestry

and your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray.
[See paper No 639-]



PETITION - PLANTAGENET LOCATION 2478, SALE REVIEW
T'he following petition bearing the signatures of 5 persons was presented by Hon Murray
Montgomery -

We the undersigned being concerned citizens of Western Australia, do
respectfully request a review of the Albany Shire Council's actions to sell portion
of Plantagenet Location 2478 and ask that further, no action be taken to sell any
interest in the land until such time as the Parliament has considered our petition.
The land was acquired by agreement in a publicly spirited gesture, for a total of
$30, by the Albany Road Board from the O'Halloran Family for the purpose of
gravel supplies as an excision from their fanning property.
By reason of the conduct of the Albany Shire Council and the previous Minister
for Lands (and Local Government) in regard to said land the O'Halloran's have
suffered stress over a period and incurred substantial costs to protect their
livelihood and property.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See paper No 640.]

MOTION - METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT No 938-33
SOUTH WEST CORRIDOR (STAGE A), DISALLOWANCE

HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [2.42 pm]: I move -

That the Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment No 938/33 South West
Corridor (Stage A) published in the Governent Gazette on 14 October 1994 and
tabled in the Legislative Council on 18 October 1994 be, and is hereby,
disallowed.

The amendment will affect the Cities of Cockburn and Armadale, the town of Kwinana
and the Shire of Serpentine-Janfahdale. It is a very important amendment for the City of
Perth. However, many other factors of the amendment will pose a real problem for the
survival of the City of Perth. The most important aspect is that the south west corridor
plan incorporates urban deferred zoning over pants of the Jandakot water mound which is
one of our most precious supplies of drinkable water.
Many people do not realise that although we appear to have an abundance of water, we
are constantly topping up the above-ground water - the dams - from underground supplies
at a rate which is not sustainable. We are gradually failing behind and we need to
supplement the above-ground water supply. We could accept the idea that we should
have more dams, or a pipeline from the Kimberley, and so on, but it would be easier and
more simple to protect our current water supplies, and to consider the better use of that
water supply.
I refer now to a comment regarding the Jandakot water mound in the Environmental
Protection Authority draft document entitled "Jandalcot Land Use and Water
Management Strategy', bulletin 680 which was published in May 1993. It reads -

The EPA considers that there can no longer be a presumption that urban
development (particularly in its traditional form) will be able to proceed in areas
historically thought appropriate for such development. Urbanisation is a form of
development that is incompatible with wise water management of the
groundwater resource for the purposes of public water supply and the
maintenance of environmental values. Accordingly, areas of known value for
groundwater (both in a public supply, and biophysical environmental sense)
should not be designated for urban development unless it is demonstrated through
environmental investigations and assessment that such development could
proceed without jeopardising groundwater quality and quantity.

I understand that at some stage the Minister for the Environment received a report which
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was referred to in The West Australian on 7 May. The article by Brendan Nicholson
reads -

Pressure is growing for a big new urban development over one of Perth's key
sources of fresh water.
Environment Minister Kevin Minson has asked the new Environmental Protection
Authority to review a policy drafted by the previous EPA to protect the Jandakot
Mound water supply.

That policy came from that draft paper. It continues -

Mr Minson said yesterday that the Department of Planning and Urban
Development had reservations about the policy and he had asked the new EPA
board to review it.
Mr Minson said that the issue had come to a head after a report to the department
suggested that housing could be built over the mound because of the development
of a complex drainage system which would carry all waste water to the side of the
mound.

I investigated that report. I asked questions in this House regarding who had compiled
the report. I asked the Minister to supply a copy. I think I asked whether the document
could be tabled. The Minister for the Environment informed me that it was not an
interdepartmental report; that a private development company had supplied the report.
He said that I could approach the company to get a copy. I did so, on a number of
occasions, but so far I have not been able to see the report. Therefore, I have no way to
check on the credibility of it.
The Minister received another report from the Environmental Protection Authority on the
Jandakot water mound. However, the Minister has not had the same need to go to the
Press, and talk about it; he sent it back to the EPA for reconsideration. That causes me
concern about the Minister's motives on the issue.
I believe a further report was completed by the Department of Planning and Urban
Development in conjunction with the Environmental Protection Authority, the
Department of Conservation and Land Management and the Water Authority. This
report has been held up also; it has not been made public. It is remiss of any Government
to go ahead with urbanisation over such an important water mound without the
appropriate information being made available for consideration prior to any decision
being made. The water supplies in this city represent one of the most important limiting
factors for any future development. It would be a disaster to go ahead with urbanisation
of that land, particularly bearing in mind the other pressures on the area. I have with me
today a proposal from the Federal Airports Corporation for additional developments on
Jandakot airport. In fact, under this proposal considerable areas of timber land in
Jandakot, which is protecting our ground water, is likely to be removed and replaced by
commercial developments. The report from the Federal Airports Corporation includes
advice from the Environmental Protection Authority to the commonwealth environment
protection agency. I refer to bulletin No 690 of July 1993. These conflicting land use
requirements pose a threat to the water mound; already some leakage of petroleum by-
products has occurred at the Jandalcot airport. It is a great worry to me that such
proposals could go ahead jointly with the proposal by the State Government to consider
the establishment of houses above the water mound. The original residential
development on the Jandakot water mound was very much opposed by the
Environmental Protection Authority. Through a great deal of pushing and shoving by the
Department of Planning and Urban Development, a compromise was reached, which
should not have been reached, to establish housing on part of the mound. It would be a
disaster for the City of Perth if additional housing were established on that area because it
would endanger our water supply. On that question alone, this planned amendment
should be rejected and the section on urban deferred land should be deleted from the
plan. The area above the Jandakor mound should be protected in perpetuity for the
citizens of the city of Perth.
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Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Which area is that, priority I or priority 2?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: It is right along the mound itself.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: It is priority 3.
Hon J.A. SCOfl: Already that area has been encroached upon due to pressure from
DPUD. I understand its rationale at the time was that the formation of the Beeliar
regional park would mean large areas of catchment would be available for that mound
and make it safe for the future. Much was made of that at the time. Through questions
asked in this House, I discovered that DPUD had been secretly negotiating to prevent the
gazetting of the Beeliar regional park. It obviously had ideas about residential
development on that area also. It is absolutely crazy to treat such an important resource
in this way. We cannot continue to operate in such a way and expect the community to
take us seriously, as guardians of the future of this city.
I now move away from the Jandacot mound, important though it is, and repeat that, on
that matter alone, the plan should be sent back and the areas for urban development
excised in favour of more compatible purposes. We all know that, despite the very much
changed circumstances and the education of people these days, they still pour all manner
of chemicals on their gardens. They still use cars, and oil products leach off the sides of
roads into the ground water supplies. Also, the land in question, which was once a
forestry area, is no longer able to disperse the salt in the soil. Many people are not aware
of the considerable amount of salt that comes in from the ocean and drops onto the land,
before seeping into the water supplies. The removal of the vegetation will eventually
cause salinity problems in the area, unless we can find some way of preventing that salt
from seeping into the soil.
An overview of the south west corridor plan is most disappointing because the plan lacks
imagination and does not take into consideration all the historic and social apparatus set
up in the region. The plan breaks the traditional links between Fremantle and the areas
south of that city. It does so largely by the choice of the transit moute which passes
through Jandakot, goes into and out of Rockingham, and heads south. The original south
western area transport study considered different routes. The proposed route will
completely change the relationship between the town of Rockingham and the city of
Fremantle. The fast transport system from Rockingham to Perth, bypassing Fremantle,
means Fremantle residents who, want to travel to Rockingham on that system must travel
to Jandakot or back to Perth to access it.
Hon Peter Foss interjected.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: No, I did not.
Hon Peter Foss interjected.
Hon J.A. SCO71T: That is road transport. I am talking about lack of imagination for the
fast transport moute. I hoped the Governiment would use the knowledge of the 11I South
Western Australia Transport Study reports which examined the transport requirements in
that region. It ignored that study and proposed a completely new route. The original
route was expected to be served by rail or light rail. At one stage light rail was the
preferred option for the area. That would have been a far more imaginative solution than
that now proposed for Fremantle and the eastern bypass. This moute will be the major
link between Fremantle and the area south, which eventually will house an additional
250 000 people.
Those quarter of a million people will have no way to travel north other than by road if
they go via Fremantle. It is crazy, because once one gets into that city and crosses the
traffic bridge, there is a narrow isthmus of land where the river meets the ocean in North
Fremantle. In a stone's throw one can cover two proposed highways and a rail moute.
Both of those transport moutes will compete with the government owned railway moute,
and will encourage people to use cars rather than public transport. The link must be
looked at beyond the south west corridor and how it moves to the north. There will be
significant effects from the future plans to bring a highway down Servetus Street and
Curtin Avenue, and either widen Stirling Highway to six lanes or turn Port Beach Road
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into a four lane moad which will then meet the Fremantle traffic bridge and six lanes will
turn into four, causing an obvious bottleneck.
This plan takes no account of the wishes and aspirations of the people of Fremantle who,
as I have painted' out before, have the lowest car user per capita for an urban area in
Australia. Thislis in the city of Perth which has the highest car use per capita of all the
urbanised areas in the nation. That is a definite choice of the people who live in that
town. They are people who seriously think about the consequences of the urbanisation
and road transport systems that are causing the high smog levels in Perth. This plan is
taking no account of those factors. Hon Derrick Tomlinson has a little chuckle. I can
assure him that this is a serious matter.

Hon Derrick Tomlinson: I am taking it very seriously.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I am glad he is, particularly considering a report I quoted in this
House which showed that the extreme health effects from very low levels of pollution
have now been proved to be fact, not just conjecture. The type of pollution Hon Derrick
Tomlinson asked about is called black smoke.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: Are you talking about air pollution?

Hon L.A. SCOTT: Yes. It includes ozone, nitrous oxides and sulpnur dioxide, which are
all emissions from vehicles. Beyond the lack of thought that has gone into transport in
this area is an underlying philosophical problem; namely, that we have a plan which
shows that the Government is unwilling to change the trend towards urban sprawl which
causes all sorts of environmental, social and economic problems for cities which are
cursed with having to live with those aspects. The south west area transit steering
committee report looked at going beyond that old pattern of having no thought of what
we want in the future. It quotes the reason for having a vision from Dr Peter Ellyard, a
former director of the Commission for the Future, as follows -

There are three types of futures - the possible, the probable and the preferred - and
we need to think much more purposefully about the latter. The traditional
Australian way is to solve problems by confrontation . .. why don't we have a
process where learned people think about their vision of a preferred future, to be
discussed and negotiated with othes...

The SWAT plan tried to do this. Extensive consultation was done to ascertain the wishes
of people in that region.

Hon Peter Foss: Are these learned people philosopher kings?

Hon LA. SCOTT: I am not sure what Hon Peter Foss means by that.

Hon Peter Foss: Plato.

Hon N.D. Griffiths: The republic!

Hon JLA. SCOTT: In this oncoming republic.

We must think about the needs of the community. They are not to have constant Urban
sprawl and social dislocation caused by deveopers who give no thought to the full needs
of the community, other than to outlay little areas where people can put houses. As the
SWAT study said, we need to look at the integrated land use management processes that
will bring about not mobility, but accessibility. It will do that by providing living areas
for our community that are compatible with their environment; by not requiring people to
drive 170 km from one end to the other of a city to work; by not isolating woman and
children in one car families in far flung suburbs without proper facilities; and by
encouraging communal values.
This plan does none of that; it shows no vision beyond providing more land for the
developers. This city should not be for the developers. The Government should have the
courage to develop the city in a way that is for the good of the people who live in it, not
the people who are making money out of land development. The SWAT study outlines a
lot of modern needs for the community.
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Hon B.K. Donaldson: You talk about development. Is the area around the Burswood
Casino an improvement on what it was?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: It is an improvement in one sense, but I am afraid that I believe the
social problems caused by the Burswood Casino far outweigh the beautification that has
occurred there. Although some foreign companies are certainly making a great deal of
money out of the Burswood Casino and it looks much prettier, a great deal of social
tragedy is occurring from the casino which I would like to see stopped. We must take
those social needs into consideration in this plan for area A of the south west corridor
exactly in the same way as has happened with Burswood. Our city needs both convivial
surroundings and community oriented planning, so it develops in a way that does not
give rise to all sorts of social problems. The cost to the community of social problems is
very much underestimated by planners. They have no idea of the social problems their
planning will cause.
Another aspect of this planning is its economic stupidity. We are constantly providing
more and more housing areas without considering the huge energy costs and losses that
result from people having to move from one area to another because each area is totally
segregated; for example, industrial areas in parts of Osborne Park, commercial areas like
the centres of Perth and Fremantle, and urban areas all over the city. Unfortunately, these
areas are not integrated so that they are self-contained and each area can work as a unit.
Each region should be self-sufficient as far as possible, so that the social aspects, work
needs and amenities that people need are contained in the same area. This is nothing
new. This plan has taken areas that are mnore suitable for other purposes; it has used bits
of horticultural and agricultural lands. Hon Alannah MacTiemnan yesterday talked about
the northern corridor and the Swan Valley; that is one such region. The Spearwood area,
south of the river, is another region where gradually the market gardens have been forced
out by the high prices of housing properties. This is occurring all over the city. This will
continue to occur until whatever Government is in power is instilled with some
imagination to ensure those areas are used for the purpose to which they are best suited.
That cannot be done until proper integrated land planning is put in place. That has not
occurred in this plan before us today.
This plan is a continuation of the urban sprawl. I admit that along the way there has been
some compromise with changes to the original concept that will protect some wetlands.
At the same time we have seen the destruction of a number of wetlands. I can think of
eight small wetlands that have been destroyed by the southern extension of the freeway.
The Government promised to replace those wetlands. It is now going back on its word,
and those wetlands which are replaced - it is good that they are replaced in some way -
are not new wetlands. They are replaced with private property which contains wetlands.
This does not replenish a wetland to the biological system in which we live. Buying
another piece of land will not bring about the cleansing of our water supplies or protect
the biodiversity of those areas that are lost by filling those wetlands, and putting roads
over them or urbanising them. Wetlands are an important factor in protecting the quality
of our ground water. I do not think any person who has looked at this matter will deny
that is so. Over time we have allowed most of this city's wetlands to be filled in.
We must not consider this plan on its own - just as stage A of the south west corridor -
but consider also its relationship with the areas beside it. I refer not only to the social
relationships through the extension of roads and so on, but also to the biological
relationships. We must consider not only the large amount of wetlands that will be put at
threat in the north east corridor, but also the risks involved in the proposal for the
Jandakot water mound and the filling in of those wetlands with the extension of the
freeway- That will not do any great service to the people of Perth. I would like this plan
to go back to the relevant planners at the State Planning Commission so that it can be
considered in the light of the Board report that was recently tabled in the other place, of
knowledge that we have already, and of the advice of the Environmental Protection
Authority. It would be remiss of this Government to go ahead with this plan exactly as it
is proposed in this amendment. The Government should spend a little more time looking
particularly at the Jandakot water mound, some of those types of developments that will
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occur beside Thonisons Lake and beyond, and some of the more isolated communities
without amenities that will cause social problems in the future. It should try to come up
with something rather more imaginative that will protect our water supplies. That is
imperative.. T! would be irreqpnnihle of the Government not to look at, this.
I do not believe there is a need to rush this plan through in its present form1 although
there have been some improvements along the way. We need to be looking quite closely
at what will happen in the Henderson area in the near future. The capacity of the
Kwinana airshed to provide clean air to those who live in the vicinity is full. We cannot
afford to allow the push north of the industrial strip. While that is not foreshadowed in
this plan, I know that other schemes are being looked at to extend the strip northwards
towards Henderson. That will put many in the community of Cockbumn - I understand
the city is fairly opposed to that move - at some risk of greater pollution than now occurs,
especially given the possibility of Compact Steel Pty Ltd adding to the sulphur emissions
at Rockingham. All in all, this scheme should be rejected. It has many faults, It is
leading nowhere, except towards continual urban sprawl and continual degradation of our
ground water supplies, and it will do nothing to improve the amenity of the people who
live in that region.
ilON A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [3.22 pm]: I second the motion.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Come on, sweetheart.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: To date we have not taken many of these matters this far.
The Minister for Transport is so civilised. They really learn them well out there in the
bush!
Hon T.G. Butler: He will never forgive the people of Tammin; they elected a woman
mayor.
Hon A.J.G. MacTEERNAN: During my comments I will express a few concerns about
the amendment that is before us. Hon Jim Scott has alerted us to the fact that a rezoning
of urban deferred land over the Jandakot water mound is proposed. We set out quite
clearly yesterday our concerns about this project. We set out unequivocal support for the
recommendations of the Legislative Assembly Select Committee on Metropolitan
Development and Groundwater Supplies, the Board report. We note the comments of
Hon Jim Scott that the Environmental Protection Authority indicated in a series of reports
broad concerns about the impact Of urbanisation on the water mound, in particular the
consequences of urbanisation on the quality of water in the mound. We understand from
the interjections that have been made here today that the area proposed to be changed to
urban deferred has been identified as priority 3 under the Western Australian Water
Authority ground water classification. We know that the Board report found that urban
development can be tolerated over priority 3 areas, providing the area is properly sewered
and the subdivision is properly designed in a water sensitive way and accompanied by an
education program about the proper use of water and pesticides, the major causes of
contamination as a result of urbanisation over the mound. In the statement
accompanying the introduction of this amendment, the Minister gave no indication that
any such protections will be put into effect. Ideally the possibility of meeting these
conditions should be determined before the rezoning to urban deferred takes place. That
has been the repeated theme throughout the EPA reports.
Hon Peter Foss: That is why we want them in the planning process.
Hon A.JG. MacTIERNAN: Who does the Minister want to put into the planning
process?
Hon Peter Foss: The EPA.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Absolutely. We agree that in this instance before one
proceeds to rezoninig to urban deferred, one has an obligation to have an idea from an
assessment whether it will be possible to achieve urbanisation without the possibility of
containing contamination within acceptable limits. I do not think any of the criticism of
the ill-fated mark 1 Planning Legislation Amendment Bill -is in any way consistent with
that.

8773



Hon Peter Foss: Itris much maligned.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I would have thought -

Hon John Halden: Can't you make this speech the way Peter wants it made? He will get
upset.
Hont AJ.G. MacTLERNAN: Perhaps I could chuck in a couple of Latin phrases and that
might appeal to his sensibilities much more.
We have pointed out in great detail yesterday, and repeat here, the folly of going down
the urban deferred route unless there is a very strong possibility that urban zoning would
subsequently follow. We are talking of the expectations that we are developing and that
were developed among landowners.
Hon Peter Foss: We?
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I mean the Opposition. We have a composite view of these
issues.
Hon Peter Foss: I thought you were using the Royal we.
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: On this side we speak as an Opposition and we share very
strong views about our southern corridor and about the need to ensure the protection of
Perth's to date semnipristine water supply. We want confirmation from the Minister that
the area proposed to be changed to urban deferred in this amendment is priority 3, or an
even lesser classification. Given the importance that water classifications now have to
the community of Perth, these amendments when presented to Parliament, should have an
overlay on them showing the water classification of the land that is to be rezoned. It is
certainly the case that I could not support a rezoning of land to urban deferred over a
priority I or priority 2 ground water area.
As we set out yesterday, urban development inevitably leads to contamination of our
ground water. A plethora of' scientific evidence that led to the Board inquiry showed that
was the case. We recognise that it was the considered view of that committee - having
looked at all of the facts, at the volume of our water supply and at the demand that is
being made on that water supply currently and projections for subsequent years - that it
was possible to compromise the water quality in priority 3 areas. The committee did not
advocate open slather in relation to priority 3 areas but said that a certain level of urban
use could be tolerated.
[Resolved, that the debate be conuinued.]
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: If it is as we believe, under the Western Australia Water
Authority the urban deferred area proposed here is to be classified as priority 3, we would
not see that as an inevitable objection to this amendment, although we would say that the
Minister should give consideration to those constraints proposed by the Board report on
urban development in priority 3 areas. In particular, we would be very interested to see
the education programs the Government may have in mind to encourage and promote the
proper use of water, pesticides and herbicides in those areas. I said in our previous
debates that any movement made in this area from urban deferred to urban zoning must
have full Environmental Protection Authority support. However, one should not do that
lightly unless a real prospect exists of urban development following the rezoning of that
area to urban deferred.
I will use this opportunity to raise a concern of the member for Cockburn in relation to
this amendment. A small area of bushland opposite Bibra Lake Primary School is the
last remaining bushland in Bibra Lake. The residents and, in particular, the Parents and
Citizens Association and the Cockburn junior council, wish to retain that bushland and
reserve it as an area for recreation and nature study by the students at the school.
Certainly it would be a great asset to have a piece of bushland in such close proximity to
the school. It would complement the regional park which is close to Bibra Lake. The
distinct kind of bushland found around the lake comprises jarrah and banksia open
woodland. The underlying geomorphology is that of the Bassendean dune system which
extends firomn Bibra Lake down to the Darling Scarp. A type of flora is found there which
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is quite distinct from that found around the immediate lake area. The problem we have
with this area of bushland highlights one of the problems we have in dealing with these
major amendments. Often one would support many aspects of an amendment, but quite
Unrelated a-spects one would not want to suppori. We have yet to devise a mechanism
whereby we can move for the disallowance of one part of an amendment while
supporting others. I realise one could not do that cavalierly. Often various aspects of an
amendment are closely interrelated. Areas may have been traded for other areas, and it
would be quite wrong to treat those aspects in isolation. However, I believe there must
be a way of getting some greater flexibility into this process, so that we can have some
opportunity to delete aspects of an amendment which we do not support, when the
majority of proposals contained in an amendment we do support and are keen to see put
into effect.
I remind the Minister in preparing his reply that we want confirmation that this area that
will be changed to urban deferred is not over priority 1 or priority 2 water mounds. We
would like the Minister to give us some idea of whether he has given any consideration to
the possibility of implementing the education programs recommended by the Board
inquiry in respect of these water mound areas.
HON CHERYL DAVENPORT (South Metropolitan) [3.35 pm]: I rise to place on
record some of the concerns I share with Hon Jim Scott, as one of the members for South
West Metropolitan Region, and Hon Alannab MacTiernan. Although I am not an expert
in the planning area, I have some concerns. First, there does not seem to be any clear
plan for commitment to the end of the Urban sprawl.
Hon Peter Foss: We should all have vasectomies, That should do it.
Hon John Halden: Even a lobotomy might do some people some good.
Hon Peter Foss: It would do you good.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hion Barry House): Order!
Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT: Later this week we will debate the Young Offenders
Bill. One of the major contributors to young people getting themselves in hot water has
to do with the way the social infrastructure in this State has not kept pace with the urban
sprawl that has developed in the outer suburbs.
Hon Peter Foss: People have got into trouble from within it.
Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT: I agree they have, but we are contributing to some extent
by the way we plan our suburbs. We need to look closely at the social infrastructure that
has developed. I agree with Hon Jim Scott when he talks about the social isolation of
women who are stuck in their homes in those areas with very little transport and so forth.
I do not see this plan contributing to any great change in the situation. Difficulties with
the rapid transit route have been mentioned. I note in the determination of the planning
commission that submissions placed before it on the rapid transit route were not upheld.
I am concerned that the Fremantle-Rockingham line is not at this stage to be part of that
rapid transit moute. That is quite shortsighted given, as has been said earlier, that people
travelling between Fremantle and Rockingham have no alternative but to use road
transport.
Hon Peter Foss: It is not excluded; it has not been included.
Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT: I know it has not been included, but the planning could
have started at this stage rather than leaving it to a later stage.
Hon Peter Foss: it is 10 years ahead of what your Government did with its planning.
Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT: That is as may be. The Minister might let me have my
say and then make his contribution. As I said earlier,] represent that region and I have a
right to place my concerns in front of the Parliament. No doubt Hon Barbara Scott and
the President have also received indications of some concern about this metropolitan
region scheme amendment from various constituents in our region. This is an
opportunity to voice those concerns, and that is what I intend to do.
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I refer to the other major concern iffluded to earlier; that is, the threat to the Jandakot
mound. I note in an article in yesterday's The West Australian that my colleague, the
member for Peel, also indicated that he wished he had had the insight he gained as a
member of the Board Select Committee on Metropolitan Development and Groundwater
Supplies to guide him in the decisions made while we were in government over the past
10 years. Some very different decisions may well have been made. Nevertheless, that is
history and we must move on from there.
I have come across a transcript, as pant of a verbal submission to the Planning
Commission, by Dr Phillip Jennings of the Australian Conservation Foundation which I
will read into the record. It was given in an effort to convince the commission that it
should defer decisions on this metropolitan region scheme amendment in relation to
ground water until the select committee reported. He says -

The proposal for the urban deferred zone to further encroach on the Jandacot
mound - and, as you can see, other bores within the Jandakot area also appear to
be in the process of being engulfed by urbanisation - is of concern to us because
of what has happened elsewhere with urbanisation and ground water protection.

He also says -

Another concern is the industrial zone proposed west of the freeway near the
corner of Forrest Road and the Kwinana Freeway; that intrudes substantially onto
the Jandakot mound and, as you can see, it's very close to a number of production
bores. Admittedly the flow from the mound is towards the west, however
back-flow can occur under some conditions and that industrial zone there I
believe is inappropriately located.

Following that one of the members of the commission asked Mr Jennings -

I would just like to raise a point in clarification. Are you aware that the land is
currently zoned "industry", for special industry, noxious industry, and that the
proposal is to downgrade that to ordinary industry?

Dr Jennings replied -

..I'm arguing in the case of this one that you should await the outcome of the
select committee on that. I think the select committee will have a lot to say about
appropriate land uses in ground water protection areas and, personally, I don't
believe that industry is an appropriate land use in an area like that which contains
so much valuable ground water. If the select committee believes that certain
types of industry can be accommodated there, then undoubtedly the commission
will want to go ahead, but ... it's another example of an area which should be
looked at carefully when the full findings of that committee are known.

He raises a range of ocher concerns about the special rural zoning and says -
..the sorts of things that are to the east of Lake Yangebup are things like oil

re-cycling -

We can imagine what would happen if one of those tanks leaked -

- wool scouring, bitumen paving and things like that which give a great concern
near sensitive wetlands, and I wouldn't like to see those sorts of industries located
there.

Although my colleague, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, mentioned the Jandakot mound is not
a priority I or 2 area for ground water, it is a priority 3. 1 recommend that before it
proceeds with this amendment, the Government should carefully consider chapter 25 of
the Board report, particularly recommendation 1. The report reads -

The Select Committee, under Standing Order 378, directs the Ministers for Water,
Environment, Planning, Lands, Housing, Transport and Local Government be
required within not more than three months, or at the earliest opportunity after
that time if Parliament is in adjournment or recess, to report to the House as to the
action, if any, proposed to be taken by the Government with respect to any
recommendations of the Committee which fall within their jurisdictions.
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Recommendation 1.2 says -

DPtJD's Water Resources Policy D.C. No. 6.3 should be amended to strengthen
groudwaer teti nrpehansmshe cmpaiiIth the tin An Dgrunwaerproteto mec()--is be. coptbl-.. Cr"; Ln P

and give greater responsibility to DPUD to ensure that protection of Perth's water
supply is given primacy in the important recharge areas of Gnangara and
Jandakot.

Sitting suspendedfromn 3.45 to 4.00 pmn
H-on CHERYL DAVENPORT: The Government would do well to take note also of
recommendation 2 of the Board select committee report, which states -

The Select Committee recommends that, prior to any major development, re-
zoning, amendments to the MRS or Local Authority Town Planning Schemes in
public water supply groundwater areas, the EPA carry out an environmental
assessment and consult with the Water Authority on the potential impacts on the
groundwater resources.

We have the opportunity here to do something about what could be in the future a serious
problem in relation to the quality of the ground water accessed by people in the
metropolitan area. A range of other issues were raised in various submissions: Railway
public transport reserves in submission No 55; conservation, including the Jandakot
botanic reserve, in submission No 183; zoning in submission No 98; regional roads in
submission No 77; general planning in submission No 18; and compensation in
submission No 5. This is an opportunity for those of us who represent that region to
remind the Government that a range of problems could eventuate, and 1 hope that,
particularly after the release of the Board select committee report, the Government will
rethink and look seriously at that section of this regional plan.
HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [4.03 pm]: I
will make some comments about the protection and conservation of the underground
water resource. The Jandakot mound is not one of the more significant underground
water reservoirs for the Perth metropolitan area in comparison with the amendment that
we will debate later which deals with the Onangara mound and the north west regional
scheme amendment. I understand that the Jandakoc mound accounts for about 4 per cent
of Perth's water. Although that might lead one to the simplistic conclusion that it might
be appropriate to not be as strict or diligent about the preservation of that water resource,
the report of the Board select committee - from which we are all quoting these days. so it
seems to have already had a significant impact upon both members in this place and the
community generally - indicates that even a small reservoir of water of that nature should
not be overlooked.
That fits into some of the concerns the Opposition has about this amendment; namely, it
is all very well for the Minister for Health to say - I suggest somewhat glibly, but
probably more for the purposes of debate than anything else - that this plan is 10 years
ahead of anything that we put forward when we were in government, but it is probably
unfortunately ahead of its time in that it has not taken into account a number of existing
reports and community consultation programs, and it has not waited for the transport
research projects currently being conducted to be concluded. The consequences of that
may be particularly detrimental and may also reflect quite negatively on the Government
in regard to future perceptions about this scheme, particularly if some of the suppositions
that have been made by this town planning amendment do not hold up and the significant
amendments that are proposed have deleterious effects.
In regard to the Jandakot water mound, it would have been appropriate to wait for the
recommendations of the Board select committee about how best to preserve that water
resource. Even if we start from the simple position that the first premise is how to best
minimise contamination from the soil into the mound, the difficulty is that that matter has
not been addressed appropriately. We have not seen a management plan that outlines
clearly chat land situated above a water reservoir should be zoned in such a way as to
ensure that it remains bushland or a nature reserve. We must then take into account the
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flow of the water and decide what sort of development, if any, should be allowed to the
east of the water mound. That is not necessarily compatible with some of the
development proposals being considered. I am being very generous to the Government
and the State Planning Commission, but I do not think they could be. completely satisfied
about that first principle in regard to underground water conservation. Therefore, even at
that first principle level, we do not have a guarantee that this water source at the Jandakot
mound, which while only small is a particularly important reservoir, will be preserved.
One need look no further than transport matters to be faced with another example of
where the Government is probably ahead of its time but has not taken into account new
information that is available. For many years now, there has been an extensive period of
consultation in the metropolitan area in regard to transport. The South Western Australia
Transport Study that went on for many years involved extensive consultations in working
out appropriate types of transport necessary for that region. However, before it
concluded its recommendations, the Government decided that it would not listen to the
final recommendations and that it would put in place an alternative. It decided to create a
reserve based on a link from Fremantle to Jandakot to Rockingham.
When we were in government I had far more to do with tran sport in this region than I do
now. However, the focus then was on Fremnantle and Rockingham being joined and, as
much as possible, moving people quickly for employment, entertainment and social
reasons from those two areas and the intervening communities along the coast. As the
Minister said by way of interjection, it has not been excluded; it has just not been
included in this proposal. I accept that- To add to the validity of the point the Minister
made, a considerable portion of the land mass along the route proposed in SWATS,
which is basically parallel with the coast, is not residential or populated. Therefore, it
may not be the best route for this transport system. However, Jandakot may not be the
best route either. It may not be necessary to go that far east. The best route may be to
come inland and use as a focus some other transport system. I am not convinced that the
priorities have been researched thoroughly enough. I do not think the Government's
suggestion that Fremantle-Jandakot-Rockingham is the first priority will be well accepted
by the communities down there. A better focus for a transport system may be some of
the newer suburbs on the freeway where a very large shopping centre development is
proposed. There is considerable urbanisation in that area with the potential for a large
shopping centre, and it may be better to focus a transport reserve on that area rather than
that which is proposed at Jandakot.
The GJovernment had the opportunity of allowing a number of processes already in train
to be evaluated and, if need be, added into another amendment to this scheme.
Thousands of hectares are involved in some of the rezonings from rural to urban. I
understand by way of this amendment approximately 15 000 residential lots will be
provided for 40 000 people. I cannot understand how part of that could not be
accommodated by an amendment scheme. The Minister for Health said it is 10 years
ahead of anything we proposed. However, the Government might rue the day it said that
because it has not allowed for the full process of information to be completed. It is
unfortunate also, particularly bearing in mind the extensive consultations in the SWATS
program, that that has not been allowed to go to fruition. The community would have
had far more confidence in that process than they have in this one.
Hon Jim Scott referred to the minimisation - I think the better word is probably
eradication - of the urban sprawl. While I understand his point of view, there is a
mentality in this State that urban sprawl is inevitable and we have to provide facilities for
the continuation of that Sprawl.
Hon Peter Foss: It has to be a two-pronged thing. You can't allow the urban sprawl to
cause a problem, but we must acknowledge that there are problems.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I agree with that. I am about to make a speech in the next of
these disallowance motions. The experience from Europe and from the United States is
that we should have a different focus. I am not suggesting that that will resolve the
problem. However, it is a different focus and that focus is not on planning as the first
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step, which includes roads and that sort of infrastructure. The first step is to ensure that
the infrastructure within the existing city is good and is used and appreciated by people,
and that the existing city is modified so that people are more attracted to it. Pricine
structures have also to be considered. I concede that it could be a problem to not
encourage people to the fringe but to keep them in the existing city.
Hon Peter Foss: It would be a cultural change.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: We do need the culture to change. The transport policy and road
construction policies in Los Angeles are changing. The authorities were once freeway
orientated and the policy was to expand in the same way that Perth is expanding. The
authorities, bath state and local, have since decided that the last freeway has been built. I
think that freeway is called the Century Freeway, which cost approximately $2b to build.
That figure may be wrong. The authorities have decided to provide people with better
living conditions closer to the city and to move people more quickly from where they
work to their homes and to the places in which they recreate. To do that, they have had
to reconsider planning policies, zoning policies, pricing policies and housing policies in
the existing city. Economics do not allow the authorities to let Los Angeles continue
expanding the way it has been. A lack of money has stopped the expansion of a city of
15 million or 18 million people, I am not sure which. If the expansion policies were
allowed to continue, the state and local government bodies would have been ruined.
Hon Peter Foss: The other problem they have is the riots in the central highly populated
area.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: That gets back to the social problems. However, there are highly
centralised populations which do not have riots and that is related to social backgrounds,
expectations, occupations and many variables.
Hon Peter Foss: Sure, but generally speaking, the wealthier people seem to be attracted
to larger spaces while the poorer people seem to be attracted to the smaller spaces.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Minister makes an interesting point and it is central to the
planning issue. The demand for outer metropolitan area blocks, with the exception of the
coastal areas, is not from rich people, but from first home buyers and people on modest
incomes. Basically, the outer city blocks are the only blocks they can afford to buy.
Throughout the United States and Europe there is a need to provide the same sort of
living accommodation - perhaps smaller blocks, but with added benefits such as ease of
communication and access to parks and schools. People are then less dislocated from
their families and communities and it can be cheaper for them. From the point of view of
government the process is enormously cheaper than the continuation of programs like the
Century Freeway in Los Angeles.
Hon Graham Edwards: You sound like Joe Berinson.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: That is a compliment.
Hon Graham Edwards: It is something that he has been pushing for some time.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: The Century Freeway cost $200m a kilometre to build, it extends
some 60 to 70 kilometres from the city and is an enormous cost to the Government. At
the end of the day Governments cannot afford to provide that sort of infrastructure for
transport purposes.
The corridor to which this amendment applies will be the second largest corridor in terms
of growth. It is necessary that we get it right now. I concede the point to Hon Peter Foss
that we should have got it right four or five years ago, but I do not want to make a
political point out of this debate. I do not know whether this process is the right one for
that area. A process has been ongoing for a significant period of time and it is due to
conclude shortly. Perhaps it will come up with appropriate amendments for transport.
However, the Government has decided not to wait for the conclusions of that process,
and that is unfortunate. I am sure the Minister will respond by saying its conclusions can
be taken into consideration at a later date. Heavy and light rail and bus communication
in that corridor are important considerations because of its rapid growth. Without too
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much exaggeration it could probably be called expedienuial growth, particularly in the
case of Rockingham.
Without considering the principles that apply to the water mound and transport issues,
and ensuring that they are fairly close to the mark, there will be significant longer term
problems. It is difficult to correct the problems of urbanisation and sprawl once they
have occurred. A little more time should be given to considering these matters. I am not
for one minute suggesting that previous Governments or this Government should not
have considered the availability of residential blocks or the rezoning of land for
residential lots in those areas. However, when people are living in those areas land
resumption and correcting the errors that have been made are difficult and enormously
costly.
If we want to avoid the situation in Los Angeles - that is, paying $200m a kilometre for a
freeway - a little more time should be given to considering this amendment. The
Opposition is concerned about the amendment and believes the Government has acted in
haste. Some aspects of this amendment warrant support, but I hope the Government will
cake the Opposition's concerns on board.
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) [4.27 pm]: To some
extent I was a little unjust to the former Government by suggesting that we were 10 years
ahead. I should have advised the House that the zoning land included in the amendment
was approved by the previous Minister for the Environment, Hon Bob Pearce, in 1988. It
was included as future urban use when the Jandakot land use and water management
strategy proposal was brought down. However, the south Jandakot drainage management
plan was prepared to satisfy the conditions imposed by the Minister for the Environment,
and that was approved in 1992.
The process by which this land was included did involve an environmental assessment
and it did take into account the matters referred to by members. Furthermore, in the
preparation of the amendment, land was specifically excluded to avoid the suggestion
that the rezoning proposals may conflict with the objectives of the Jandakot public water
supply area. The draft Jandakot land use and water management strategy has also been
amended to delete from the proposed urban zone that area in Banjup, east of Lyon Road
and north of Riley Road, pending the findings of the select committee. Many of the
members' suggestions have already been implemented either under the previous
Government or in the course of the preparation of this zone.
It is also important to remember that stage A of the amendment will result in the
inclusion of an additional 2 312 hectares for parks and recreation, the majority of which
will be located on the ground water mound within the Jandakot botanic park. It will
represent the type of absolute protection advocated by the select committee. It is
interesting that what members are suggesting has already been done, and some of it was
done under the previous Government.
We are dealing with a major amendment which is intended to have a long term effect. It
is important to reognise that much of what is proposed may not happen for 10 to 20
years. Obviously, an education program will not be commenced 10 years prior to the
need for it because it would be aimed at the wrong people.
Hon A.J.G- MacTiemnan: People are already occupying that area now.
Hon PETER FOSS: Certainly, but we do not have a program for the areas that are not
currently to be used for urban development on a mass basis. The reaction has to be in
accordance with the time frame. In due course the Government will indicate how it
intends to implement those recommendations. We must keep in mind that many things
referred to will not happen until some years in the future. I believe all the matters of
concern referred to by members today have been dealt with either under the previous
Government or in the preparation of this amendment.
The railway has not been excluded. It is just that it has not been included. It is important
that the Government is working its way through a number of major amendments. The
number of major amendments brought in are a credit to the Government. It is a process
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all members have said they would like to see. In opposition, I was urging this as a way to
go. It gives the opportunity for comment to be made. Hon Cheryl Davenport indicated
how the opportunities were given. At the time I tabled the amendment, we saw how the
opportunities made subst~aiai differences. it is the better way to go. It is not as thonligh
we are dealing with a plan for all of the greater metropolitan area in one go. It has been
done piece by piece. It is appropriate that if there is more to be done regarding the
further inland railway route, it should not be dealt with by this amendment but at some
later stage.
Many comments by members, again, are very useful and represent very proper analyses
of some of the philosophical processes to be used in planning. It is appropriate that this
House debate these matters. Many of the principles outlined are not contentious. The
problem comes in their practical application. This Chamber is probably not the place to
discuss the practical application. The Parliament and the Government will give
directions about the principles to apply, and the professional planners will seek to see that
in the factual matrix in which it will operate, and will try to ensure the principles and
policies are given effect. That is not to say that this Parliament should not debate such
matters. One of the useful aspects of this Parliament is that we have the opportunity to
raise fundamental, philosophical points; and that they are discussed. It is a process from
which we learn. The interchange between members is what debate in this Parliament is
all about. It forms our views. For government members, this interchange with members
opposite is a very valuable part of this place, when we are called on to set policies or
consider the proposals made. They are useful in the context in which they are made. I
thank members for them. I will make certain that the debate is read by officers at the
Department of Planning and Urban Development so thas the way in which Parliament
considers the planning of Perth should occur, is understood by them.
I do not think that I understood members opposite to be suggesting that we should sit
down over a map and start drawing boundaries. That would not be good planning. We
must take the leadership for the principles to be applied and the considerations to be
taken into account. We must set the tone as to how our State will develop. We should
grasp the problems such as those raised by Hon John Halden. We know they exist.
Planners all over the world have sought to tackle them. We must learn how to tackle
them properly. It will involve learning from the mistakes and successes elsewhere, and
adapting that to our lifestyle, culture, problems and positions in Western Australia. It is
all part of the process of Parliament, and of members of Parliament arriving at an
understanding of what we need to do for our State. It is not easy. I do not think anyone
would purport to have the total solution. Unfortunately, it is not easy but it is a useful
process, and it is one reason that section 33 of the metropolitan region scheme, which
includes Parliament as part of the planning process, is so important. If we, as the people
with ultimate responsibility in this State, are not forced to examine and think about the
issues, and we pass matters to the planners who should be involved with the detail rather
than the principle, we will not have the city we should have.
The matters raised have been dealt with. The concerns expressed in regard to the water
mound were addressed in advance by the previous Government and by the current
Government with the planning process. The social and transport issues will be addressed
in due course. People appreciate that they will need to be addressed, but it is ant
emerging process. it is a process of bring bringing in parts at a ine.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Will the Water Authority classification for the area be rezoned?
Hon PETER FOSS: We must keep in mind that prior to this amendment being brought in
the matter was considered by the former Government. A management plan as suggested
was prepared to satisfy the conditions imposed by the former Minister for the
Environment that in practice excluded those parts which appeared to conflict with the
objectives of the Jandakot public water supply and management plan. It deleted from the
plan some sensitive parts of the Banjup area because of concern that the matter was still
being decided by the select committee. Planning is a continuing process. If we stopped
until we had every answer and everything was implemented, nothing would happen. On
the basis of serious discussions and considerations by the former Minister for the
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Environment, Hion Bob Pearce, the planning went ahead. It is only when it was
considered that subsequent developments were likely to seriously impact, chat it was
deleted from the plan. It is rather like buying the latest personal computer. If a person
wants to buy the latest personal computer he will never buy one, because he will always
wait for the perfect one. There will always be a better one emerging at any rime.
Planning is a continuous process. The decision making process should have the
appropriate balance between what was included and what was excluded at this time. It
has been a dual process. Things have been included and/or excluded from this
amendment according to emerging information. Things have been included or excluded
from the drainage management plan according to emerging information. That iterative
process will continue. I do not think we will ever reach the stage when all the planning,
decisions and knowledge have been achieved. That is what planning is all about. The
important thing is that we must map out where we think we are going. We must
continually be prepared to reconsider, but we must give some indications to people in
advance.
We are seeking to put a 20 year horizon on planning. Obviously if we have a 20 year
plan we will need to update it through the 20 years. The horizon is always there, and we
will cake into account matters as they emerge. That is a proper planning process. I give
credit to Hon Bob Pearce for, without the benefit of the Board report, having achieved a
result which was arrived at by the Board report and in the course of the planning process.
I commend to members that they defeat the resolution and allow the amendment to go
through.
HON J.A. SCOTT' (South Metropolitan) [4.38 pm]: I thank members for their
contributions. So far the each speaker has recognised the importance of protecting our
water supply in the Jandakot mound. Unfortunately, members have nor recognised the
other encroachment taking place on the mound in the form of the proposed development
of the Jandakor airport by the Federal Government. I referred to the commercialisation
of the extra area - not to the west but in a very important part of the region. I pointed out
chat we must look at the other extraneous factors. No-one has taken note of that point. It
is a very important factor because it will result in the clearing of considerable areas of
land. I will give the Minister a rundown on that, as he did not catch it before.
Hon Peter Foss: I will read it in Hansard.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I did not read the full list. That was -

development of additional aviation facilities including a fourth runway, hangars,
servicing bays and aircraft parking areas (63 hectares);
a short term silica sand extraction operation at the south-east corner of the
property (34.5 hectares);
a garden estate to accommodate commercial and other business activities,
possibly including light manufacturing, warehousing, and golf complexes (160
hectares)); and
the setting aside of bushland to be managed for conservation (96 hectares).

The proposed scheme will knock out a large area of important bus hland on the Jandakot
mound.
'Hon John Halden questioned the chosen route of the fast transport system and asked why
the South Western Asurralia Transport Study was not considered. That was in accord
with comments I had made earlier. Hon John Halden also referred to car dependence and
the cost of that car dependence road. I can only agree with a number of his comments.
Hon Peter Foss interjected and said that we needed a cultural change for this move to
occur. In fact, such a cultural change has already occurred in the city of Perth.
Hon Peter Foss: You have come in instead of going out. You are going the wrong way.
Hon I.A. SCOTT: That may well be true, and it is a result of the Government's actions
in the past. One of the important factors is not given enough weight; that is, in order to
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achieve proper city planning, we need better rural planning. We must look to containing
our city by putting more resources and wealth into country regions. That is certainly a
cultural change that must take place, not only in the people but also in the Government.
It has not been happening. The road pliCies of the Government at the moment are rather
over the top, and the Minister has a highway fetish. With the cultural change we could
get rid of some of the proposed highways. According to the SWAT study the eastern
bypass ancillary woads would cost approximately $550m. I understand that complants
have been made about possible pollution in the Fremantle area and the present scheme is
to build the road in a trench. That would be an even greater disaster, because it would
diminish accessibility for people. They would have to cross the road by bridges, and that
would be difficult to do. The proposal would divide the city.
Hon Peter Foss opened his contribution by saying that his Government was 10 years
ahead.
Hon Peter Foss: No, I said it by interjection.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The Minister came back to that point, and said it was not quite fair. I
agree, because I think the Government's highway program is about 20 years behind the
times. It rather looks as though the Government is sticking to the good old Stephenson
plan, which recommended the establishment of major corridors all over the place.
Modern thinking is that these corridors encourage greater use of cars and more urban
sprawl, and they are not conducive to the good working of a city because of the social
impacts of excessive car use. Hon Peter Foss also said that he thought it commendable
that the Government was working its way through the major amendments. I agree that it
is good the Government is looking at them in a way that will rationalise the planning
process, at least at the engineering level. However, I am concerned about his statement
because I believe the Government is working too fast and without sufficient consultation
with the communities that will be affected by these decisions. As was pointed out, the
SWAT study was a very long and protracted process and many bitter arguments took
place about it. I attended a few meetings, which attracted a great deal of interest from
local communities who wanted to be part of designing their future communities. The
establishment of a board, whose members are an exclusive group who give their
opinions, is not the way to do this. A process should be put in place which encourages
the people who do not normally become involved in these processes to take part in
consultation and put their needs to the planners. Hon Peter Foss also said that a major
amendment was a very long term proposition and that some of the proposals might never
happen.
Hon Peter Foss: I did not say that they might not happen, but that they might be revised.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: l am concerned by that approach.
Hon Peter Foss: I am not suggesting they should be, but the reality is that Governments
can plan 20 years ahead but they must always be open to changes that occur. I hope you
go along with that.
Hon J.A. SCO'TT: Yes, I do. One of the concerns I raised, which has not been
mentioned by other speakers addressing this motion, relates to the failure of the
Government and planning agencies to use the studies which have been completed but not
formally adopted to date. I refer to the SWAT study and the study on the Jandakot water
mound. It is a terrible shame, particularly with regard to SWATS, because it presented
some goad concepts that should be listened to. I now present one of them:

An important element of this approach is to change the way in which travel need
is assessed, and the way in which the assessed need is met through infrastructure
provision, especially road construction and widening. The concept is to avoid
new moad construction and widening that might 'meet' demand, and plan instead
to 'manage' the demand. If this is done comprehensively we would expect land
prices to be affected in such a way as to reduce the financial attractiveness of
urban sprawl.

This plan certainly fails to look at that concept. It is a pity that this plan does not
incorporate some of those ideas; it would have made it a better plan.

8783



Hon Peter Foss talked about learning from elsewhere and said that planing was a
continuous process. He said that as we saw what happened in other places we could
adopt those changes which were beneficial. I cannot see how encouraging the present
proposal for 170 kilometres of coastal development by one city .shows that we are
learning very much at all. This plan shows an absolute failure to learn from the mistakes
made in other places. It looks as though we are crying to become a mini Los Angeles, a
city which most people know does not work. Numerous other cities in the world face
problems similar to those experienced by Los Angeles. Traffic jams in London extend
33 miles from the city. The peak hours in many cities now last for 12 hours a day rather
than just an hour at each end of the day. This plan shows that we have not learnt; we are
trying to do exactly the same. We are looking at the same wasteful, polluting and
dehumanising process.
One of the disappointments I felt with Hon Peter Foss' comments was that he did not
really address the issue of this plan promoting car dependence. Car dependence is
something chat is very obvious to people who have studied the city of Perth. I know from
the Newman and Kenworthy studies that we have in Perth more parking areas than in any
other city they have studied, and they have studied quite a few. We also have one-third
of the metropolitan area handed over to cars, and that is causing huge costs to the
community.
Hon Peter Foss: You have to sont through the alternatives. In any case, is high-rise a real
alternative?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I am not promoting high-rise; I am promoting better use of our space.
We need to select some areas of higher density so that we can have more open space. I
helped organise a conference some years ago where one of the speakers was Mark
Roseland, from Toronto. He is one of the world's top planning experts. He had
modelled one of the US cities which was heavily urbanised. It was a reasonably
sprawled city and had very little open space because so much space was taken up with
car space and roads. He did some modelling in which he selected areas with higher
density housing. Even allowing for the growth over the period of the modelling, it
showed very quickly that by not turning the city into all high density it was possible to
create very large areas of open space in a very comfortable way and still allow one-
quarter acre blocks.
Hon Peter Foss: Most people do not like living in high density housing.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Many people enjoy living in well planned medium density housing,
and many examples of this can be found throughout the world. Toronto has such areas.
These areas are well situated near railways and roads, so they are also very efficient.
People do enjoy living in those sociable housing areas.
1 meant to say earlier about Hon Peter Foss' comments, that Perth city used to be based
upon private transport, on trams. It is only in the last 20 or 30 years that it has changed
into a car mad city. When it was designed around trains it worked very well indeed and
was known for its sociability.
Hon Peter Foss: It also had far fewer people.
Hon i.A. SCOTT: Indeed. However, it was also more humanised because people were
not afraid to cross the road because of the amount of metal hurtling along it. They were
not bothered by the pollution that we now have, something which the Government is
failing to tackle. The Government has a responsibility and must realise that as a nation -

Hon George Cash: Are you running through your speech a second time or are you
introducing new material? I was not aware you would take this time.
Hon l.A. SCOTT: I realise I have been wandering a little but that is due to some of the
questions thrown at me which have caused me to wander from the beaten path. I was
commenting on the interjection by Hon Peter Foss.
Hon Peter Foss: He is just weak.
Hon I.A. SCOTT: I am blaming the Minister.
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Hon Peter Foss: That is weak too.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I am shifting the blame.
I am disappointed that the issue of car dependence has not been addressed by this plan or
by the Minister, Mr Foss, who is speaking on behalf of the Government. Car dependence
is a crucially important part of planning. Although on the one hand the Government is
looking seriously at public transport it needs on the other hand to look not just at
providing more roads, which means that people do not use the public transport system.
We can have an efficient public transport system only when people do not use their cams
and the city is not too spread out, as Perth is. It is too car reliant to be able properly to
afford the best public transport system. This scheme only continues that process and
makes it harder to turn back from it in the future. The scheme should be rejected and
sent back to the planners to make further changes.

Question put and negatived.

[Questions without Notice taken.]

MOTION - METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT
No 950-33 NORTH EAST CORRIDOR, DISALLOWANCE

Debate resumed from 6 December.
HON N.D. GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan) [5.33 pm]: I join with Hon Alannab
MacTiernan in urging that the House agree to the motion moved in her name -

That the Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment No 950/33 North East
Corridor published in the Government Gazette on 28 October 1994, and tabled in
the Legislative Council on I November 1994 be, and is hereby, disallowed.

In the course of my remarks I propose to cover five areas. Those areas are ground water -
I want the House to have the opportunity to absorb the ground water issue and I hope it
will trickle down into the minds of members on the government side; Whiteman Park -
Hon J.A. Scott interjected.

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: Hon Jim Scott interjects about pollution vis a vis government
minds. I do not yet want to comment on that. There is the question of the proposed
Perth-Darwin highway; the issues arising out of the urban deferred zonings; and a
number of social issues other than those to which I have referred. Yesterday my
colleague from East Metropolitan Region, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, was quite
conciliatory in her tone, as she is normally. She urged those opposite to adopt a
bipartisan approach to this very important issue of safeguarding our water supplies. I
join with her in an appropriate spirit of goodwill, particularly at this time of the year, in
inviting those opposite to put aside their normal party loyalties and join with us on this
side of the House in supporting this motion to disallow the major amendment. The issue
of water supplies is far too important to be sacrificed on the altar of ministerial ego. I am
conscious that all Governments, irrespective of their complexion, have on occasions got
it wrong on this issue. That is an experience we should all learn from, and I urge the
House to note what has taken place in the past and seek to get on with making things
better. The safeguarding of our environment is paramount to any decision that we make
as legislators. If we do not give safeguarding the environment the importance it deserves,
we will be failing not only those who currently reside in Western Australia but also those
who will reside here in the future. The environment of Western Australia has an effect
on environments in other areas of our planet.
I have referred to what may have been a lack of getting the policy and its implementation
night in the past. In that context, as a member of the Australian Labor Party, I am proud
to note that it is my party which has on most occasions and on most issues been at the
forefront of environmental concern in this State and in our nation. The Australian Labor
Party has sought to disallow major amendment number 950/33, not only in this House but
also in another place. I welcome the support of the Conservation Council of Western
Australia in this Australian Labor Party policy initiative in both Houses of this
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Parliament. As I pointed out, the Australian Labor Party is the primary source of support
for the environment in this State and the country as a whole.
This morning I received from the Conservation Council of Western Australia a media
release. I assume other members may have received it. In the event that they have not
read it, I propose to quote from it. It is dated 6 December 1994 and reads -

Stop north east corridor amendment.
The Conservation Council calls on members of the Legislative Council to reject
the North East Corridor amendment saying the threat to groundwater is too great
for it to proceed.
Rachel Siewert, Co-ordinator for the Conservation Council, said, "The threat to
ground water has been clearly outlined by the Groundwater Select Committee and
the EPA. This amendment must not proceed. The Legislative Council must take
decisive action and reject this proposal.
"We simply must not repeat the same mistakes with the Gnangara groundwater
mound as have been made with the Jandakot Mound and the Thornsons Lake
Development.

She went on to say -

It is not acceptable in the light of knowledge now available that this amendment
proceed. We know enough to be aware of the risk to groundwater posed by
development over priority areas. Future generations will know exactly who is to
blame for this decision if the rezoning goes ahead in the full knowledge of the
Select Committee recommendations. They will ask how such a proposal was
allowed to happen when the dangers were clearly outlined".
"It is not appropriate to wait until after t area has been rezoned to carry out
further studies. The horse will well and truly have bolted once rezoning has
occurred.
"This amendment must be rejected. Landuse and groundwater management plans
must be completed for the groundwater mound before any development proceeds.
The full implications of the recommendations of the Select Committee Report
need to be considered and implemented before any further development is
allowed on or adjacent to groundwater mounds.
"The Council therefore calls on members of the Legislative Council to reject this
amendment" .. .

It is very pleasing to receive such a media release following the speech by my ALP
colleague representing the East Metropolitan Region, H-on Alannah MacTiernan. The
fact that the Gnangara mound is a cause of concern to members of Parliament, and in
particular Labor members of Parliament, is not new. We were in government in 1992
and I note the Onangara mound Crown land policy was published in the Government
Gazette of 20 March 1992. That document says, among other things -

The main purpose of the policy is to prevent development which could prejudice
the long term use of groundwater. Acceptable land uses are those which are
compatible with the sustainable use of the groundwater resource and the retention
of the environmental values associated with that resource.

Under the subheading "Objectives" the policy succinctly says its objectives are to protect
the quality and quantity of ground water resources for public Water Supply; to promote
the sustainable use of ground water; to protect wetlands and natural vegetation; and to
encourage recharge of the ground water resource. I note that under the subheading
"Implementation" it states -

Proposals involving the use or development of land which are not in accordance
with the objectives of this policy will be subject to referral uinder Part IV of the
Environmental Protection Act prior to any approval by the responsible authority.
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In 1992, the risk to ground water at the Onangara mound was well recognised by the
Government of the day. I note that the advice of the Environmental Protection Authority,
referred to in part by my colleague yesterday, is consistent with the proposition that the
amendment should be disallowed in order to, aniong, other things, safeguard the ground
water.
It is appropriate that those members of the House who are interested should look at this
map I am holding up which sets out the scheme - I will not describe it because that may
take some time - and at the same time give some consideration to metropolitan region
scheme amendment 950/33 and north east corridor structure plan described in
Environmental Protection Authority Bulletin 754. On the map between pages 6 and 7 the
ground water designations are shown quite clearly. Priority I ground water is clearly
specified. This major amendment in part is land to be excised from Whiteman Park,
which, if this amendment goes through, will be rezoned rural. It sets out the priority 2
source area and for the most part, under the amendment those areas will be rezoned to
urban. I will not go through each hectare on this map. However, it also sets out towards
the southern part of the area, land which is part of the priority 3 source area.
Reference was made yesterday and today to questions of priority 1, 2 and 3. In that
context, and for the benefit of those who may read Hansard - not necessarily for the
benefit of members of the House, because I am sure they are all very familiar with those
terms; but so that my remarks and the comments of my colleagues who have spoken
before me and those who will speak after me can be better understood - I will inform the
House by reference to page 96 of the report of the select committee -

Hon Reg Davies interjected.
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I am sure my speech will be much more widely read than those
of some who care to interject from time to time. The report of the Select Committee on
Metropolitan Development and Groundwater Supplies, which was laid on the table in
another place on I December 1994, and which deals with priority source protection areas,
explained -

... the Water Authority has identified three categories within UWPCAs called
Priority Source Protection Areas:
Priority 1 Source Protection Areas which are the most important for public
water supplies where water protection must have the highest priority in land
planning and management. In these areas there are strict limitations on land uses
which might cause pollution of the groundwater.
Priority 2 Source Protection Areas where some development has already
occurred. Restrictions on land uses in these areas are aimed at ensuring that the
amount of pollution is not increased.
Priority 3 Source Protection Areas where other land values are more important
than water protection, however, because the groundwater is still used for public
and private supplies, risks of pollution should still be minimised. This means that
in urban areas reticulated sewerage is required and activities in commercial areas
are regulated to minimise pollution.

In that context, I refer specifically to some observations of the Environmental Protection
Authority relevant to this major amendment. At page 7 in EPA Bulletin 754 the
Environmental Protection Authority discussed the proposed urban deferred zoning which
for the most part, as I have pointed out, takes place over priority 2 source protection
areas. It states, among other things, that the Environmental Protection Authority
questions the adequacy of the measures proposed in the structure plan to prevent urban
development causing ground water pollution, and, in particular, it is concerned about the
proposed urbanisation of priority 2 areas as studies indicate there is a high risk that urban
development will pollute the ground water. At the bottom of that page the
Environmental Protection Authority points out that development requires careful
management, that it recommends a statutory land use and water management plan, and
that the plan should be developed for the entire hydrological area, take into account
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agreed objectives for ground water management and environmental protection, and
afford strong protection for the recharge areas of the mound. It pointed out that where
development is proposed on land in priority I source protection areas, either the risk of
pround water contamination from that development should be negligible or the
development should be prohibited. The priority I ground water area is just to the west of
Lord Street and is triangular in shape. It is currently part of Whiteman Park, but it is
proposed to be excised from Whiteman Park and will then be to the east of the proposed
Perth-Darwin highway.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: How far into Whiteman Park will that new mound be?
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I cannot give the member an answer in linear measurement,
looking at this with my eyesight, but the member is welcome to inspect the map when I
have finished speaking. The total area to be excised from Whiteman Park is in the region
of 108 hectares to 1 10 ha.
Hon Peter Foss: It is 150 metres. next to a road that is already there.
Hon N.D. GIRIFFITHS: If the Minister were concerned about the protection of our
ground water, he would recall that the EPA said that just because a road is already there
does not excuse the proposition that we should build another road there.
Hon Peter Foss interjected.
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: If the Liberal Party is pretending to be serious about the
environment, it is doing a bad job.
Hon Mark Nevill: They are doing a good job of pretending to be serious.
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: They are all pretenders. They say one thing and do another.
Hon Peter Foss: We are more concerned about the environment than you were.
Hon N.D. GIRIIFFITHS: I doubt that. Members opposite were very practised polluters.
Hon Peter Foss: Look at Ningaloo Reef. Who saved that from drilling?
Hon N.D. ORU7FFTHS: It is due to the efforts of Hon Graham Edwards and my
colleagues Hon Tom Helm, Hon Mark Nevill and Hon Tom Stephens that Ningaloo Reef
has been saved from the pirates opposite.
Hon Peter Foss: What a lot of nonsense! You had 10 years, and what did you do?
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: It is instructive, in considering whether the Government takes
seriously the issue of pround water, to note what was just said about Ningaloo Reef.
Members opposite have no sense of history. Had they a sense of history, they would
know that it was the Australian Labor Party in government which provided for Ningaloo
Reef to be part of its present national park structure. Hon Peter Foss asked, "Who saved
Ningaloo Reef from drilling?" The issue of drilling arose only because the Government
encouraged it. We saved the reef because we exposed the Government for trying to
desecrate the environment. The Government delayed for a long time a select committee
on Ningaloo Reef.
The proposed Perth-Darwin highway -

Hon Reg Davies: Why do we need it?
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: That is a good question. It is a threshold question, which the
Government should answer.
Hon Peter Foss: It is a good question.
Hon N.D. GRIFFIT-S: Yes, and the answer will be interesting. If we do need that
highway, when are we supposed to need it?
Hon Peter Foss: Are you suggesting we do not need a Perth-Darwin highway?
Hon N.D. GRIFFTHS: I do not know. Do we?
Several members interjected.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order! The member has the floor and
the opportunity to speak when there are no interjections, and I suggest he proceed.
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: Hon Alannah MacTiernan painted out that the Environmental
Protection Authority made a number of recommendations which are contained at page 30
of Bulletin No 754. 1 trust the Minister for Health has read those recommendations,
because I would rather not have to read them to him, although I feel extremely free to do
so or not to do so, as the case may be. Quite often one gets the impression that this
Government is not prepared to listen because it is not prepared to take on board the
seriousness of this issue. It is quite happy to have our precious ground water supplies run
the risk of serious pollution.

Hon Peter Foss: Nonsense!

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: One of the many problems with the Minister for Health is that
he wants more business for those in the health industry. He is encouraging people to
suffer from poor health. Hon Kim Chance was required to speak for four hours to try to
drill some sense into the Minister for Health, and at the end of the day, he succeeded. He
certainly drove away some members opposite! I know Hon Reg Davies was listening
intently to every word of that speech.

The EPA gave specific advice about how the Minister and his colleagues should deal
with this matter. I note that they continue to ignore it. They have a funny sense of
priorities. This bulletin is dated September 1994. 1 accept that legislation is not
produced in a day. I note the promises which have been made in the other place and here
about producing legislation dealing with the day to day concerns of people. Members
opposite are almost two years into their term of office and still have not implemented -
thankfully, I suppose, in many respects - half of what they promised to do. Members
opposite continue to say one thing and do another. The people of Western Australia are
wide awake to their shenanigans.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm
Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I thought I might pursue this question of ground water a little
further with a view to seeing whether some of it will seep into what is the collective
minds of the Government. I refer to the report of the Select Committee on Metropolitan
Development and Groundwater Supplies tabled last week in the Legislative Assembly. A
number of recommendations are set out in chapter 15. 1 wish to make reference briefly to
those that have reference to the Onangara mound. It is fair to say that most of them have
general reference. However, some have particular reference to the Onangara mound. I
refer in particular to recommendation 1.3 which states -

EPA's Gnangara Mound Crown Land EPP should be amended to strengthen
groundwater protection mechanisms and be compatible with DPLJD's Water
Resources Policy D.C. No. 6.3.

I refer also to recommendation 2 and 3. Recommendation 3.2 of the report states -

All Government agencies should agree, when considering developments in
Priority 1 areas, that protection of the groundwater resource will be given primacy
over all other issues.

Recommendation 4 has great relevance to the Gnangara mound. Recommendation 4.7
states -

The review should support the objectives and statutes of the Onangara Mound
Crown Land Environmental Protection Policy and the Gnangara Mound
Statement of Planning Policy No. 3.

Recommendation 5 is also particularly relevant. Recommendation 6 is in the same
category. Recommendation 6.1 states, amongst other things -

The Select Committee recommends that a Land Use and Water Management
Strategy be produced for the Gnangara Mound. This strategy should be produced
through a 'Whole of Government' coordinated approach and incorporated into the
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Metropolitan Region Scheme. The principal aim of the strategy would be to
protect the important groundwater and environmental features of the Mound
whilst allowing the maximum development of the land for the benefit of the
community. ...

I note also the succeeding recommendations, but refer the Minister, if he is at all open to
persuasion on the matter - that is, if his mind is not completely closed - to
recommendation 12 which states -

The Select Committee supports the objectives and provisions of the Statement of
Planning Policy No. 3 and recommends that the boundaries of the Statement of
Planning Policy No. 3, the Gnangara Mound EPP and the Water Authority
Priority I area be amended to be analogous.

The relevance of this report to the question before the House is that this report is
consistent with the proposition that this amendment be disallowed, It would be foolhardy
indeed for anyone to countenance otherwise in the light of that select committee report.
I note I have little time available and that I foreshadowed touching on a number of other
areas. In the time available, I will endeavour so to do. I have referred to the question of
Whiteman Park and note the interjections earlier essentially to the effect that not much
was to be excised. The fact is that the relevant Minister in another place said that
Whiteman Park would not be touched. Whitemnan Park is a significant area for the people
of my electorate and no doubt for the people of adjoining electorates such as the people
so ably represented by my colleague, Hon Graham Edwards. It will be touched in this
instance if this major amendment is not disallowed. If the Minister cannot be trusted in
respect of Whiteman Park and he breaches faith on Whiteman Park, one must ask
whether he can be trusted on anything. In dealing with what is proposed to be excised
from Whiteman Park, the question of the alignment of the Perth-Darwin highway is
revisited. I referred earlier to that alignment. I note where it ends up. It is clearly
pointed in the direction of Bassendean. Notwithstanding the utterances of the Minister,
there is no point in having a Perth-Darwin alignment as set out in the scheme unless it
continues southward through Bassendean. If it does, it will disrupt those settled
communities and the lifestyles of the people of Lockridge, Eden Hill and Bassendean and
the wraffle flow into adjoining areas. The Opposition is absolutely opposed to any
extension of the Perth-Darwin highway through Lord Street. So far as the Australian
Labor Party is concerned that, metaphorically speaking, is a barricades matter. We will
stand with those people and resist any moves by this Government to extend the Perth-
Darwin highway southwards, if that is what it proposes to do. It is patently clear that is
part of its agenda.
I have received a number of submissions from constituents about the Perth-Darwin
highway alignment. A number of people have come to see me about it and some of them
have made submissions which are incorporated in the document that is before members;
namely, the submissions to the State Planning Commission. One of the submissions I
found particularly interesting is from a gentleman who clearly feels betrayed. I do not
know whether in the Liberal Party number crunching game he is a mace of Hon Peter
Foss or Hon Derrick Tomlinson, or both. However, he appears to be very disillusioned
and his letter is addressed to all members of the Legislative Council. In case the rest of
the members did not receive it, I will read it to the House. It is from Bruce Martin and
underneath his signature there is the notation, "Bruce Martin, President, Swan Valley
Branch, Liberal Party Aust". It was an interesting submission and I want him and other
constituents of mine to know that I am happy, within reason, to represent their views to
this House. It is particularly interesting that a member of the Liberal Party, as Bruce
Martin purports to be - I do not know what goes on there and no-one seems to know what
happens in Canberra - wrote to me in his capacity as president of the Swan Valley branch
of the Liberal Party. I do not chink he bothered writing to Hon Max Evans and his letter
will come as a surprise to him. lHe probably knew that as Hon Max Evans was a member
of the Ministry his words would fall on deaf ears. The letter reads -

Several members interjected.
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Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I think Hon Max Evans should take note of what the president of
the Swan Valley branch of Liberal Party said.

Hon Max Evans: I think you have the wrong letter.

Hon N.D. CR1111ITHS: The letter reads -

I write to you in my role as president of the Swan Valley Branch of the Liberal
Party on behalf of the members and concerned citizens -

He is writing to me on behalf of members of the Liberal Party - they realise that members
of the Liberal Party in this place do not listen to their concerns. The letter continues -

- to bring your attention to a grave error of judgement that will take place if a
section of the proposed Perth Darwin Highway (continuation of the Roe
Highway) is taken away from its natural alignment for the foreseeable future (40
years) which is along the railway line, and placed between Whiteman Park and
the Swan Valley, as far as Ellen Brook, and then back to its natural alignment.

The Perth Darwin Highway should be dealt with as a separate issue and prior to
the Swan Valley policy area and North East Corr.S.Plan 950/33(Ellen Brook).
It is requested that you give consideration to opposing amendment 950/33 so that
the Perth Darwin Highway can be represented as a separate issue.

I reiterate that Bruce Martin is writing that letter in his role as president of the Swan
Valley branch of the Liberal Party. It is interesting to note that he sets out two routes -
one is an aligned route and the other is a proposed route. Eor the benefit of members the
proposed moute is denoted in green, and essentially is what is envisaged in proposed
amendment 950/33. Many people in the Swan Valley would appreciate what this
gentleman - the president of the Swan Valley Liberal Party - is proposing. His proposed
route follows the Great Northern Highway until it reaches Belhus in the upper Swan
region and proceeds down the railway line through Baskerville, Millendon, Herne Hill
and Middle Swan and then to the Roe Highway. It is an interesting route which was the
subject of some controversy. Hon Derrick Tomlinson would be interested in this because
he played a significant role in the controversy by advocating that this sort of route and the
urban development that went with it should not take place. It was a matter of controversy
just under three years ago. In fact it played a significant pant in increasing in the Liberal
Party's vote in that part of Western Australia at the last election. Here we have
somebody who appears to feel betrayed.

Hon Max Evans: We will get a bigger vote out there next time.

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: I do not think so. The Liberal Party's vote will drop sharply. I
am looking forward to the next election. As far as the Liberal Party is concerned it is
about winning votes, but the prime reason for the Australian Labor Party moving this
disallowance motion is its concern for the people who reside in Western Australia and
future generations. It is serious about doing something about ground water. It knows
that the Liberal Party is not serious about that issue because when Hon Alannah
MacTiernan. I and other members of the Opposition speak on this matter all members
opposite can do is engage in inane interjections.

Hon Max Evans interjected.

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS: When one thinks about the Liberal Party, one thinks of sewage.
I will now refer to a number of social issues which are of significance. The Aboriginal
school in the Cavershamt area will have part of its land excised. It will suffer greater
traffic noise. Its capacity to fulfil its role will be inhibited - I trust not fully - but the
scheme will cause detriment to it. As I read the submissions, the scheme has the capacity
to intrude on a number of significant Aboriginal sites; to cause unwanted traffic to go
through what are essentially dormitory areas; and to cause great unnecessary expenditure
from the public purse in relation to drainage.

[Ile member's time expired.]
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HON REG DAVIES (Noath Metropolitan) [7.50 pm]: I support the disallowance
motion. Although the Swan Valley is not part of the North Metropolitan Region
electorate - except for parts of the Gnangara water mound - I believe that the issue
concerns many thousands of Western Australians.
Hon N.D. G~riffiths: It does indeed.
Hon REQ DAVIES: Only last week I presented petitions from approximately 7 000
residents who oppose the urbanisation of the Swan Valley and Whiteman Park. As I
looked through the signatures on the petition I noted that many of the petitioners were
from the North Metropolitan Region; so I feel as though I am also representing my
electors when I support this motion.
Urbanisation is widely acknowledged as affecting water quality and quantity. I
understand that Hon Alannah MacTiernan spoke at some length about concern about
damage to the water supply. Many of those concerns are also the concerns of the
Legislative Assembly select committee which considered metropolitan development and
ground water supplies. We must bear in mind that although a similar motion was debated
in the other place last week, and the Government saw fit not to support the disallowance
motion, in the meantime that important select committee tabled its report. It was very
widely received by the community. Those points have been canvassed thoroughly by
both speakers. However, it is enough to tip the scales to have the Government at least
hold up the amendment to have another look at the effect that the scheme will have on
water supplies in those areas.
From the many representations I have received, I know that the public's major concerns
are water and environmental and social issues. I will briefly discuss some of the social
concerns. The amendment proposes to rezone the West Swan and Henley Brook areas to
urban deferred. I understand that once the areas are rezoned urban deferred, studies will
commence. It should have been the other way around; that is, the studies first and, if
necessary, the rezoning. It is interesting to read the Government's Swan Valley policy of
1993 which was released as part of its policy prior to the last state election. It is entitled
"Swan Valley Policy 1993 - Liberal and National Party Coalition". It states -

The Swan Valley is unique.
For that reason it will be afforded special status in the Metropolitan Regional
Scheme.

The Liberal-National Party Coalition will introduce a Swan Valley
Preservation and Protection Act which will fix the boundaries of the area
as they were before 1985 and will give legislation force to retaining the
Valley's essential rural community character and to conserving its sense
of place without limiting possibilities for change.

The Coalition rejects the proposal for a North-East Corridor which would
see a ribbon of housing along the foothills. The Swan Valley protection
and Preservation Act will restrict future development to villages designed
to enhance the Valley's rural character.

On the next page, under "Swan Valley Policy Area" it reads -

In the 1991 Swan Valley Policy Statement, the area to the west between the
policy Area and Whiteman's Park was designated an undefined buffer zone.
Before any decisions are made about future uses of that land, a thorough
environmental assessment will be undertaken. In particular, detailed
hydrogeomorphic surveys will be commissioned to determine drainage patterns of
ground and surface waters, including occasional floodwaters, in the locality.

In other words, the policy statement is that the Government will carry out studies before
it does anything - before the area is rezoned.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: That was very sensitive.

Hon REQ DAVIES: I am impressed with the document put out by the National and
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Liberal Parties prior to the election regarding what they would do to the area which was
held very dear by many citizens of this State.
As soon as the area is rezoned in the metropolitan region scheme, of course the value of
the land will increase. The Ellenbrook land value increased, in some cases, by up to 300
per cent. With the land value increasing the rates will increase accordingly. This will
affect the West Swan area, particularly the small landholdings which will have large rate
bills for the next 10 to 15 years while waiting for development to take place. There are
financial and social costs. We are talking about a development similar in population size
to the City of Bunbury. I think we are talking about 35 000 people being housed in the
area. In Bunbury, it is about 28 000 to 29 000 people. I cannot imagine the cost of
sewerage for a development of that size, particularly when we are talking about taking
sewerage up over the Gnangara water mound. I hope there will be no housing in that
area to offset the costs, although I am sure it will eventually link up with other sewerage
areas.
As a previous speaker said, another contentious issue is the proposed Perth to Darwin
Highway. As I interjected earlier, I do not know whether there will be a need in the
foreseeable future for a highway. There are many varying views in the community both
about the need for the highway and its location.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: What has been said to you about the highway?
Hon REG DAVIES: Most people seem to think that if we need a link between Darwin
and Perth a rail link is probably the better way to go.
Hon N.F. Moore: It is not just to Darwin. It will connect Karratha, Hedland, Broorne,
Derby and Kununurra.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Ordert
Hon REG DAVIES: If a highway penetrated the Gnangara mound area as well, heavy
traffic along the area will bring the risk of spillage accidents which could do irreversible
damage to the precious water supply that is so necessary. I am sure this letter from Bruce
Martin, the President of the Swan Valley Branch of the Liberal Party will be quoted. I do
not know him but I believe his views are correct. Many people believe that the Perth-
Darwin highway should be dealt with as a separate issue. He asks that we oppose the
amendment on that ground. When he wrote this letter on 26 November, we were not
aware of the contents of the Lbegislative Assembly select committee report. I ask
members to consider those recommendations in detail before deciding whether to
disallow the amendment before us.
The combined community groups in the north west corridor have held many meetings
with me. They were very concerned that this would be a blatant political issue and it
would not focus on the main issues. They were concerned that it would be just a question
of the Labor Party opposing the Government, as the motion was moved in both Houses
by members of the Labor Party. I am as concerned as Hon Jim Scott about this matter,
and no doubt he will speak on the subject later. The group to which I referred has a range
of concerns about the proposals before us and I will mention some of those concerns.
Under the heading "Environmental Concerns" it talks about drainage strategy and states
that -

The drainage strategy proposed for this area is based on the work being
undertaken for Ellenbrook and as yet has not been fin alised or tested. V & C
Semeniuk, Environmental Scientists, in their North East Corridor Environmental
Study indicate that a simplistic approach to drainage in the area is not appropriate
as the area has complex hydrology and geomnorphology.

I understand it was said that studies of this nature cannot be done in such a short time.
We know of the work of the Semeniuks, particularly their research on the dunal systems
at Port Kennedy. Unfortunately, nobody took any notice of that report, and they
probably will not listen again. They are outstanding scientists who are world renowned.
The current health of the Swan River is another concern. The report states -
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Each year reports of algal blooms in the Swan River increase. The Ellen Brook is
already nutrient enriched and contributes significantly to the algal blooms. A
population in the North East corridor of 80,000 is questionable considering this
drains directly into the Swan River.
Loss of Wetlands and Remnant Vegetation
Significant wetlands exist in the area and provide an important habitat for
indigenous and migratory animals. These wetlands also act as filtration system
for t ground water on its way to the Swan River. The proposed development
will necessitate filling of these wetlands and the isolation and destruction of
remnant vegetation.

I understand that the water is at ground level in winter in that area, and the cost to fill that
in for sewerage is in the vicinity of $270m. It will be a very expensive proposition. The
report refers to national heritage listing and states -

The Australian Heritage Commission is in the process of listing a large area in the
Ellenbrook locality. The proposed Perth Darwin National Highway which is part
of this Major Amendment will pass through the heritage area. This proposal will
destrny the natural heritage value of the area and may prohibit Federal funding of
this National highway.

That is another concern. Under the heading "Strategic Ground Water Resources" the
committee deals with the subject in great detail. It states -

Proposed development will impact on the Gnangara Ground Water Protection
area and the Swan Valley Ground Water Area. Both these resources are of
enormous importance to the current and future generations of Penth. The EPA in
Bulletin 754 acknowledges the importance of protecting Perth's premium ground
water supply.

Under the heading "Location of Perth Darwin National Highway (preferred route)" it
states -

The preferred route for this highway is actually located within the boundaries of
Whiteman Park and divides off a section in the North East Corner of the Park
which is proposed to be rezoned from Parks and Recreations to Special Rumal.
This means that the Park is being compromised with development occurring
within it contrary to Mr Lewis's speech to Parliament when presenting this
amendment.

Under the heading "North East Corridor Environment Audit" is the following statement -

This study was commissioned by DPUD in 1992 and was never released to the
public. The report advises against urbanisation of the North East Corridor as
there was and still is insufficient research and knowledge of the conditions that
exist in the area. The report identifies a number of different water tables in the
corridor and warns against simplistic water modelling as used by the Water
Authority of WA.

Once again, we come back to that important aspect of water. This has been covered quite
comprehensively by previous speakers, but it is one of the most vital elements in our
decision on whether to allow or disallow the amendment.
The report further states -

The Semeniuks were commissioned by the Water Authority to undertake further
studies specifically in the Ellenbrook/Egerton area. These studies showed that
information obtained in one location could not be transferred to a spot just 100
metres away because the hydrology and geomorphology is so complex. The
Semeniuks categorised the area into three classes with respect to the following; a)
the lands ability to support urban development, b) the lands ability to manage
drainage, and c) ability to maintain adjacent wetlands and conservation areas.
The resultant zones that were identified can be loosely applied to the areas to the
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south. Most of the area proposed for Urban development in this amendment falls
into zones 1 and 2 which are the most difficult to develop of all the proposed
corridors.
Ellen Brook Pollution
The Swan River Trust in recent reports identifies the Ellen Brook as the most
polluted waterway in the Swan Canning catchment system and contributes
significant phosphorous loads to the Swan River. Urbanisation in this area will
only serve to increase the nutrient load to the Swan River thus manifesting itself
in increased algal blooms.

Another consideration we have heard a great deal about is air pollution. The report
states -

The EPA, in its advice to DP1JD in 1992, stated its concern for the then proposed
140,000 people that were to be housed in the North East Corridor because it
believed that this area was the most likely to be most affected by Perth's rising air
pollution problem. The EPA, in its 1994 Bulletin 754, restates its concerns with
urbanisation in this area.

Yet we are going ahead. It continues under the heading 'Select Committee on
Development over Ground water Areas" -

This Committee has identified serious problems with the effects of urban
development over ground water reserves. Much work has been undertaken by
CSIRQ which point out the short and long termi pollution caused by urban
development. The work of this committee has not yet been completed. It is
essential the finding of this committee go to Parliament before a commitment is
made about urbanisation in such a sensitive area.

Many studies and much research has not been completed, yet we are going ahead. When
we say that there has not been a great deal of consultation with the community, the
standard answer from the Government is, "We have been having consultation with the
community for up to two years." When we are talking about a development of the
magnitude of cities the size of Bunbury, two years is a mere drop in the ocean. It is no
good going to selected groups; it is necessary to research these matters for several years
and hold thorough consultations with people. Two years is nothing. This matter should
be taken very slowly and sensitively. I will not go through the whole document, although
it is a very worthy one.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: You should give the document more treatment.
Hon REQ DAVIES: I am happy to see that Hon Nick Griffiths is paying attention; it is a
pleasant change. I thank him for looking after my interests and I will indeed continue
referring to the concerns of the combined community groups of the north east corridor,
people whom Hon Max Evans says will be voting for the Liberal and National Parties at
the next elections because of the great things the Government is doing for the Swan
Valley.
I quote again -

Priority 2 Ground Water Protection Area
The Majority of the proposed urban areas in this amendment lie over Priority 2
Ground Water Area. Thei EPA, in Bulletin 754, says that despite its earlier
acceptance of development over Priority 2 areas this view has now changed.

Once again the rush. To continue -

Unproven Nutrient Stripping Techniques
Both the EPA and WAWA have acknowledged that this technology has not been
proven in this area and to date we have no working models. This is of particular
significance as the area drains directly into the Swan River. If it doesn't work or
ongoing modifications are required the river bears the consequences.
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Legislation Won't Protect the Valley
Richard Lewis, in his address to Parliament, stated that none of the proposals in
this amendment will adversely affect the Swan Valley. This is quite the contrary
to the advice of the EPA which recognised that the Swan River is at risk from
proposed development and regional drainage is of serious concern.
EPA Advice on Perth Darwin National Highway (preferred route)
Mr Lewis, in his address to Parliament, stares that the EPA has identified this
route as acceptable. In fact the EPA in Bulletin 753 states that the preferred route
4 ould be associated with risks for irreversible impacts to strategic ground water
resources and is undesirable'.

It is almost saying that the Minister is misleading the Parliament.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: You would never say that, would you?
Hon REG DAVIES: If this statement is fact and the Minister said that knowingly,
obviously he is misleading the Parliament.
Hon N.D. Criffiths: What if he said it inadvertently?
Hon REG DAVIES: I do not know. To continue -

Lack of Community Consultation
Despite the fact that the government authorities went through the motions of
consulting the community very little if any of the serious issues raised have been
incorporated into the proposals. The community has generally been treated with
disdain despite these people being impacted upon the most.
Social Impact Studies
The community requested on a number of occasions that a Social Impact Study be
undertaken. Despite the enormity of this project and the significant social
impacts no study has ever been done.
Henley Brook Avenue
There is total opposition to this proposal. The moad will divide existing
communities and destroy the amenity of the area. It also is proposed to divide a
significant remnant bushland area earmarked for conservation.
Aboriginal Communities
The Nyungah Aboriginal Communities of the North East Corridor have been
ignored. Many sacred sites will be impacted upon as a result of the North East
Corridor Structure Plan.
Cost of Infrastructure and Development Site Works
The EPA estimated the cost of development in this area to house 80,000 people
would be between 2 and 3.5 billion dollars. This is not cheap development and
does not provide affordable housing for Western Australians. Most of the land is
owned by Homeswest and the cost of the development is likely to fall on the
taxpayers of this state.
Loss of Tourist Route
The Swan Valley Scenic Route is proposed to be divided into four separate and
discontinuous sections. Two of these sections are proposed to be four lane
highways. There is no way the Tourist Route will continue to exist and will result
in significant financial losses to tourist operators in the Valley.
DATA AND INFORMATION
Insufficient Studies
Not enough research has been undertaken to adequately plan for urbanisation
within this complex area. As more research is undertaken new information comes
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to light which changes the extent and parameters of the development plans. This
confirms the EPA's view as detailed in Bulletin 754 that further research needs to
be undertaken prior to the Major Amendment proceeding.
DPIJD Constraints Map
In 1992 DPUD produced a map identifying the constraints to development in the
area and the ability of the land to support urban development. Two thirds of the
area within this amendment are indicated as categories 4 & 5, the most difficult to
develop. Category 5 was noted as not being capable of supporting urban
development even with the best technology available.

A little further on a further concern deals with the definition of the Swan Valley, and I
quote -

The Government has drawn an artificial line around pant of the Valley and is now
saying this section is the Swan Valley. The proposed urban development within
this amendment falls within the Swan Valley.

It was important that I mention all those concerns of this group because they are concerns
held by a great many other people as well.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: Very important concerns, and the people feel betrayed by the
Liberal Party and will be voting against it.
Hon REG DAVIES: While the member is gazing into his crystal ball I wonder whether
he can see how the Government will treat this motion. I know it may look as if this
motion is just an exercise in antidevelopment and Government-knocking but I am
genuinely concerned about this development and particularly about its effect on water.
Water is a very precious commodity and we must think of the water requirements of
future generations. The Swan Valley does not belong simply to the people who live there
or to this generation of Western Australians; it belongs to all of us and to all future
generations. If we can do something tonight to ensure that the area exists for the use of
future generations, we should do so. I certainly support the motion.
HON .J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [8.19 pm]: I support the motion moved by
Hon Alannah MacTiernan. As speaker after speaker has pointed out, a great many new
issues have arisen since this amendment was produced which very clearly show that all is
not well with this amendment. Not only these new findings, but some of the old findings
such as the excellent paper by the Semeniuks referred to by Hon Reg Davies, which I
raised in this House early last year. show there were definite possibilities that there could
be localised flooding which could partly submerge some areas which were to be housing
areas in the Ellenbrook plan; as such, it would obviously not be a very good living place.
Hon Reg Davies, with the help of the combined community group, has put forward many
strong arguments. I will not go over all of them again, except to say that I too am
concerned about protecting the water mound and Whiteman Park. A number of new
factors have not yet been raised. One of those is that much of the traffic which will
supposedly be diverted away from the Swan Valley by the proposed road, particularly
heavy transport, will go to places such as the Midland saleyards; as such, drivers will not
want to go through the town of Bassendean. They will continue to use the same road. I
believe that road will be upgraded anyway.
[Quorum formed.]
H-on J.A. SCOTT: It is good to have an audience.
Hon Kim Chance: It's even better if they're awake!
Hon J.A. SCOTT: One of the problems that might arise with the preferred route to
channel traffic via this plan is that it would take the traffic through Morley and
Bassendean. Midland would then be in danger of losing its status as a major centre
because it would no longer be on the major transport moute. I understand from talking to
the community group that it was claimed that the policy and management findings of
Department of Conservation and Land Management indicated that CALM approved of
this route, when in fact CALM said it was given no alternative; it could not say that any
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other route was better. If there is no choice, it is a little difficult to say it is a preferred
route.
I understand there were problems with consultation. Too often Governments believe that
consultation means setting up a board, listening to a lot of people put their points of view,
and then going ahead with what they warnted to do in the first place. That is not
consultation;, consultation involves active and real power to the community in having
changes made that suit its aspirations.
I would be wasting my time if I ran through the list that was given to me by the group
referred to by Hon Reg Davies; however, I will mention some of the major points about
the adverse effects that would come about in the Swan Valley. The group included the
areas it particularly wanted to preserve. It said there would be damage to Aboriginal
heritage with development on the 12 Aboriginal sites, the removal of the Aboriginal
school in the valley and another school by the major road; damage to the environment by
the landfill; damage to the swamps and wetlands; damage to the Swan Valley waterways
and to creeks running into the Swan River because of the plan to use them as drainage
ditches; a dangerous risk of 30 per cent of the drinking water supply from the mound
being contaminated; and a risk to the Swan River ecosystem by the large development
that was occurring.
Considerable problems have come forward, not the least of which was highlighted by the
recent report on the State's ground water supplies. If the Government wants to do the
right thing, it must consider looking at this issue again. I suggest that the Government set
up a select committee to consider this issue to look at the new situations which have
arisen from this proposal. By doing that it will make itself much more popular with the
community in that area. It will prove it is listening to what is going on. We should
consider the whole ethos behind the Minister for Planning's pmoposals. I have heard him
say to the other place and to the people who came to the steps of Parliament House that
he inherited a bad plan. I agree with him, but I do not think we can make a silk purse out
of a sow's ear.
The Government cannot take a bad plan and make a few minor changes and turn it into a
good plan, especially as many new factors have arisen after improvements have been
made. We need to look at this further. Hon Reg Davies mentioned the need for a social
impact study; unfortunately, the social impact unit has been disbanded- I do not know
which Government did that.
Hon B.K. Donaldson: It was your Government.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: No Government of mine would take away a social impact unit,
because they are vitally important in developments like this. The most important part of
any development is the effect on the community.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: You are a bit green on this issue.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Yes, indeed. The community does not deserve an amended bad plan;
it needs the best possible plan. The Government should rake into account all the best
scientific information, and that has not been done. I recommend that the Government
form a select committee to look at the fresh information available, and to involve the
Swan Valley community in a real consultation process. I support the motion.
HON SAM PIANTADOSI (North Metropolitan) [8.31 pm]:- I support the motion
moved by Hon Alannah MacTiernan. It will be difficult not to duplicate the concerns
that have already been expressed by previous speakers.
Hon Kim Chance: I am sure you will overcome that difficulty.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Many of them have stolen my thunder and have spoken about
water supplies. That is an area in which I have had an interest for many years.
Hon AJ.G. MacTieman: You have educated us.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I am no longer in the position of being the only person who
can speak with authority on this subject. If we look at the history of planning in this
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State, the cost to the State in trying to rectify past mistakes, decisions made in the past to
develop areas without the necessary infrastructure in place, and the advent of the septic
tank, we find the late 1960s and early 1970s provide a good indication of what can
happen in an area with a large slice of Perth's underground water supplies that are fragile
and unique.
I was speaking to an acquaintance who had served in the Water Authority for many years
in the area of ground water. He is one of the most senior knowledgeable persons with
experience in ground water, and ground water treatment and pollution in Australia.
When I asked his opinion, he threw a question back at me: What price is the community
of today and tomorrow prepared to pay for this expansion? We should not be looking at
further extending the boundaries of Perth, but at decentralising in areas which have
adequate natural resources to sustain future development for the State. Further
development should take place within the boundaries of the Perth metropolitan area. We
need to redevelop some of the larger plots of land, and some of the inner suburbs and
other areas for higher density residential housing. Some shires and authorities are
already doing that. That is the way to go.
We can develop alternatives to using ground water. We could pipe water from the
Wellington dam. We could set up a desalination plan for sea water, although the cost
would be significant. We could develop the Agaton water scheme and pipe water to meet
the needs of a greater Perth. It would cost $200m to bring a pipeline from those areas. It
is obvious that cost would be passed on to the ratepayers in Perth. The boundaries of
Perth should be restricted. A select committee travelled overseas to investigate ground
water pollution in other countries. One of the unique factors of the Swan coastal plain is
its sandy base. It is a completely different problem from most countries in the world
which have mainly clay based soils. We have known for some years what damage can be
done to the environment. Some 15 years ago pollution in Perth's ground water was made
public; that pollution was in the vicinity of the area that this Government is planning to
develop.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: That pollution is still there.

Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Yes, it is and it is expanding. As a result of that the
Government had to close some of its treatment plant bores because they were drawing
polluted water and allowing it to spread even further. Perth has experienced major
pollution of its ground water areas. When that pollution is coupled with fertilisers used
in the horticultural industry, is it any wonder the upper reaches of the Swan River have
such a pollution problem? We have not felt the full effects of the waste dump that has
polluted the area by filtering through to the ground water. The range of liquid wastes,
such as grease and oil etc, will take some time to filter through. We are yet to see the
complete disaster that will be caused if no action is taken.
Natural resources need to be available for any new development. Costs will always be
associated with the need to bring water or electricity to a new development from any
significant distance. We need to look at the way those areas are developed in the future
and to ensure that we do not continue down the path of decentralisation. When the
spillage occurred there was a big buffer area between Alexander Drive and the Gnangara
pine plantation. Most of that area has just about been built out. The old Santa Maria
estate that Alan Bond was keen to develop during the 1970s did not reach fruition
because he ran into financial difficulties. I seem to recall that he was bailed out on that
occasion by the previous Court Government.
Hon B.M. Scott: It was called Santa Maria Downs.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: The Ballajura housing estate is expanding rapidly and a lot of
that buffer zone has gone. There are many houses within half a kilometre of Beechboro
Road. The buffer zone now exists only between Whiteman Park and West Swan Road.
To the north of that -area is the Cnangara pine plantation which offers some protection.
Most of the significant horticulture activity is based in the area and the chemicals and
nutrients from that industry that are filtering into the ground water are not helping the
problem. The damage is filtering through to the Gnangara water mound, the major water
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supplier for the northern suburbs. We must look at the costs of treating that damage. We
do not even know the effects of the build-up of the chemicals within the Gnangara
mound. There is a great demand for chemicals to deal with weeds and bugs in the
horticulture industry. I asked the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Water Resources about a week ago whether the Government had looked at relocating the
horticulture industry to Gingin where there were adequate water supplies and the land
had a clay base. Therefore, there would be less chance for the ground water to be at risk
compared with the land at Wanneroo which has sandy soil through which chemicals can
quickly filter into the ground water system.
Hon Reg Davies interjected.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: That is a story in itself. Irrespective of whether we like it,
leaching does take place. The waste products that are dumped are not checked. People
talk about horticulture and plantations, but we should also look at the number of
households in the northern metropolitan area that we represent. Nobody has any idea of
what chemicals and nutrients, Such as phosphate, are dumped on backyards to keep the
lawns looking good and to kill weeds. If samples were taken of the ground water in
nearby areas, they would probably tell a sorry tale of what is leaching into the ground
water.
Hon Reg Davies: I am a big offender; I will mend my ways.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: That area would be very difficult, if not impossible, to
control. Perhaps the Minister for Health could ensure that the chemicals that are offered
for sale -
Hon Reg Davies: Unfortunately those problems are solved by the Government adding a
tax. It does not stop the problem; it merely raises revenue.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: That is the kind of answer that we can expect from the
Minister for Health. Rather than looking at resolving problems, the Minister would say
that imposing a tax is a better solution. As happened with a question I raised the other
day, the Minister told me to put the question on notice. He said that I should not worry
about getting an answer. The Minister continues to say that a tax should applied because
it will bring in more revenue. He does not want to worry about the health of people. As
long as money is in the coffers, he will worry about the health issues later. That clearly
demonstrates the make-up of the man. I would have thought that he would take a little
more interest. The problem being discussed is located within his electorate. He does not
care about the preservation of the Swan Valley for current and future generations. He
says that if a buck can be made out of it, it is not a problem in which he is interested. We
seem to have a philosophy that if this Minister can make a buck out of a project, he may
give it some attention.

Point of Order
Hon PETER FOSS: I can take a certain amount of irrelevancy, but we are getting near
the end of the session. I think it is about time that the member spoke about the topic of
disallowance, rather than attacking me simply because he is upset that he was shown to
be totally wrong the other day.
Hon Graham Edwards: You do not have the character of Joe Berinson.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order! I am sure the member on his
feet knows the standing orders and he knows that his comments must be relevant to the
subject of the motion before the House. I have just refreshed my memory about its
content.

Debate Resumned
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I must point out quickly that it was not I who told porky pies
last week; it was the Minister - and there are a lot more to come.

Withzdrawal of Remark
Hon PETER FOSS: I ask that those words be withdrawn.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! Is the member prepared to withdraw?
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Which words? The ones about the Minister telling porky
pies?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I believe some of the comments were couched in
unparliamentary terms.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I withdraw them, but he just did not tell the truth.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The member must withdraw the comments
unconditionally.

Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I withdraw unconditionally my statement that the Minister
told porky pies. I said afterwards that he did not tell the truth. That was a separate issue.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! The member cannot do that. He has to withdraw
unconditionally - full stop.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: 1 withdraw. It is unfortunate the Minister has such a thin
skin.
Hon Peter Foss: It is unfortunate that you cannot obey the rules.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Debate Resumed
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: If the Minister had been listening to the debate on the Bill
and not engaging in debate with Hon Nick Griffiths or Hon Reg Davies, he would
understand that we are debating the water problems and a number of other issues that are
in his electorate. Obviously, he is not interested. I notice that even throughout this
debate, if he is so touchy about the subject -

Hon Peter Foss: Why don't you speak on the topic?
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: The Minister should be prepared to listen and hear somebody
else's point of view. He has demonstrated throughout this debate - and this is part and
parcel of the problem with this Government - that he is not prepared to listen to people or
resolve some of the problems in this area. If we have any guide to go by it is another
Court Government that gave us the problem of the septic tank system that this Court
Government has been left with to try to resolve.
Hon Peter Foss interjected.

Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: The Minister will have his say later. He should shut up and
listen, and then he may not get so upset and misunderstand what is being said about him.
The people who allowed the development of the north eastern corridor of Perth during
the late 1960s and 1970s were the members of the Brand and Court Governments. We
are now faced with a $800m bill to try to rectify the problem. Once the ground water has
been damaged we may be able to tap the sewage into the sewerage scheme so it does not
create any further damage, but the damage has already been done. It is amazing that in
other areas only at the weekend where people were drinking filthy water, with sewage
mixed up with it, the Minister saw fit to make comments and attack the Leader of the
Opposition.
Hon Peter Foss: You cannot take it.
Several members inteiJected.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: The Minister for Health will not take any responsibility at all.
Hon Peter Foss: You know perfectly well what I said.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: The Minister should shut up and listen. The Minister has had
his say and I will have my say. He can get up after and have his say.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
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Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: There is a major problem. Better planning needs to be
effected than that currently undertaken. Speaker after speaker has pointed out the
relevant problems that we have with ground water. It is a real issue. The whole future of
the development of Perth relies on a good source of water supply. There is a lot of
ground water, but it is polluted and is getting more polluted. To treat that water will
become more and more costly in the future. Getting water is no problem. We will not
have to bring it down from the north if we do not want to. There is an adequate supply
here. The problem is that it has started to become more and more polluted. The
information we are not being given by the Government and Minister for Health is what
will be the long term effects of the added chemicals required to treat that water on every
man, woman and child in Western Australia. That is an area of concern. No-one has
given any assurances or information on the effect those chemicals will have on our
systems and what damage they will do to pants of our bodies. The build-up over a period
of time is unknown. We are talking about responsibility.
Hon Reg Davies interjected.

Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Once one has had a kidney removed it is too late to ask that
question.
Hon Peter Foss: You had plenty of cockroaches to shove down the drain.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: There is only one cockroach here, Mr President, and that is
the person who has just opened his mouth - the Minister for Health. He must take
responsibility. He is the foulest cockroach of all.

Withdrawal of Remark

Hon PETER FOSS: Mr President, I must ask for that intemperate reference to be
withdrawn.

Hon Graham Edwards: If you cannot take it, don't give it out.

The PRESIDENT: Order! What was the intemperate comment?

Hon PETER FOSS: I think he referred to me as a cockroach. I do not think that is
parliamentary language.

The PRESIDENT: The honourable member will withdraw that remark if he made it.

Hon SAM PIANTADOST: The Minister alluded to the fact that I had somehow put
cockroaches down a sewer. If he is so thin skinned, he should be asked to withdraw his
comments as well.

The PRESIDENT: If the honourable member referred to any member of this House in
the terms that the Minister for Health has suggested, he will withdraw the comment.

Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I withdraw, Mr President. I am not as thin skinned as the
Minister. He alluded to the fact that I put cockroaches down a sewer.

Debate Resumed
The PRESIDENT: Whether the member did or did not, he should please not pursue that
course but talk about this amendment.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I can assure you, Mr President, I would not have made a
mistake. I would have included all those creatures down the sewer.

Hon P.H-. Lockyer interjected.

Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: Fatso Lockyer is back in the Chamber again. Mr Lockyer is
not too bad, and if he were here often enough he might learn something.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member is flirting with danger when he starts
to engage in cross-talk with members in the Chamber. As I keep saying so many times,
if the member addresses the Chair and addresses his comments through me, I will not
interject at all. I will listen to every word he has to say.

Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I also understood, Mr President, that I had your protection
against interjections.
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The PRESIDENT: The member has, but I cannot protect him if he will not keep quiet
and let me speak to him but will take the law into his own hands.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: I might do that, but it would not be to you, MrT President. It
would be to Hon Phil Lockyer, and I have had better men than him in the past.
The PRESIDENT: Order! For goodness sake forget about Hon Phil Lockyer and speak
about the motion.
Hon SAM PIANTADOSI: We will not worry about wimps. You are quite right,
Mr President.
The planning and development of this area should not be allowed for the reasons I have
outlined. If we look down the track, if we are to afford for future generations good
quality water and a healthy life, a number of factors need to be looked at with any
planning at all, not just on this occasion. We need to look at the future. We need to ask
whether Perth has expanded significantly; whether we need to redevelop within those
boundaries; and whether the extent to which redevelopment should go should be the
boundaries. We need to look at where we redevelop next. It is very difficult and costly
to bring resources to an area one wishes to develop. We need to look at where some of
OUr natural resources of water and other areas are located. We seriously need to look at
future development, especially when one considers the costs in the future, with our
dwindling oil reserves and the cost of power generation. We must examine what are the
alternative areas and sites.
The Opposition feels Perth has been developed to its maximum boundaries. We must
develop internally and secure and protect future water resources and ensure that future
generations will be able to lead a healthy lifestyle. That means input from the Minister
for Health whether he likes it or not, as well as the Ministers for the Environment, Water
Resources and Planning. They must get their act together. It should not be a case of the
left hand not knowing what the right hand is doing. The Minister may be a little
temperamental about this matter. Obviously he has reacted to my comments because
consultation among government Ministers has not taken place. We do not want to find in
20 years' time that we must make good the same mistakes that have occurred in the past,
such as the septic tank dilemma that is now costing this State $800rm. If correct planning
had taken place under the then Court and Brand Governments, this Court Government
would not be faced with this amendment and we would not have the problems with our
ground water supplies. I suggest the Minister for Health take some of that responsibility
and inform his colleagues that they must get their act together.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Peter Foss (Minister for Health).

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 1)

Second Reading
Resumed from 29 November.

Message to the Assembly
HON MAX EVANS (North Metropolitan - Minister for Finance) [9.02 pm]: I move -

That a message in the following terms be sent to the Legislative Assembly:

Mr Speaker:

The Legislative Council desires to inform the Legislative Assembly that,
consistent with the ruling given by the President that the Appropriation
(Consolidated Fund) Bil (No 1) 1994 is in breach of section 46(6) of the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act 1899 it requests the Legislative Assembly to
observe the provisions of that Act particularly so far as they relate to Bills
appropriating moneys for the ordinary annual services of the Government. and the
Legislative Council undertakes to further consider the Appropriation
(Consolidated Fund) Bill (No 1) 1994 in the form in which it was introduced and
read a first time in this House upon receipt of such an assurance from the
Legislative Assembly.
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HON JOHN HALDEN (South Metropolitan - Leader of the Opposition) [9.08 pm]: I
have not had a great deal of time to consider this message; nevertheless, the Opposition
will support this position. I do not want to overstate my comments. [ expected that we
might have asked the Assembly to divide the Budget Bills in such a way as to remove the
items that had been tacked. Be that as it may, there are probably a number of items that I
did not draw to your attention, Mr President, in the first place that were potentially
tacked, if I can use those wonds in being careful and cautious in this debate. If I
remember correctly the report of the Estimates Committee it suggested a considerably
larger number of items might have been tacked to this Bill. In terms of appropriate
scrutiny and accountability it may have been better to consider a number of those one-
line items and had them removed, so that two separate Bills dealt with the Budget.
Having said that, I accept the message moved by the Minister for Finance. Before this
message is put to the House I will make some general comments regarding your ruling of
yesterday, Mr President. I know 1 had the libeny of the House to make some short
comments arid I want to expand on those in the light of having had more time to read and
to try to understand your ruling.
As I[said yesterday, I was not in any way trying to be anything but reasonable about what
I had heard. I believe the ruling was most definitely a landmark ruling. I have done
some reading today about tacking, which traditionally and historically has been a matter
of considerable controversy in bicameral Parliaments. It probably comes up in one
Parliament or another every few years. It is not, I suggest, if anyone is considering this, a
power play between the Houses, but the Houses trying to preserve what are legitimately
their rights as they see them. In doing that, from time to time, matters such as this must
be tested and examined. Having said that, Mr President, all 25 pages of what is clearly
an extensive ruling - I thought you did very well and were probably exhausted by the end
of it - address, as I said earlier in my remarks, not only the respective roles and
responsibilities of the House, but also how perhaps we can come to a point of resolving
this problem once and for all in a manner that will eventually be to everybody's
satisfaction.
I think we have used the word accountability extensively - even overused it - in this
Parliament in the past few years. However, at this time, I think the word accountability
should not be used in the political sense, but in the sense of members and the two
respective Houses being clear about what are their powers and responsibilities. If that is
accountability, that is what I am calling it. If someone wants to disagree with my
definition, so be it. It is probably better we discuss that outside the Chamber later.
Whatever may be a permanent solution, [ think section 46 of the existing Constitution
Acts Amendment Act makes it very clear it is a decision for the Houses to make. It is
important that we reach that point. I may have a perception of what you said yesterday,
Mr President, and the Government may have another perception, but I will not proffer it
because that will politicise this debate.
Mr President, it is important to try to resolve the issue based on the words which you
offered yesterday. The difficulty in this matter was highlighted in your ruling when you
used the words "annual ordinary services", "capital", "recurrent", and the like. I have
reread the debate in the Estimates Committee, where the Minister for Education asked for
a Treasury representative to be brought to the Chamber to give Treasury's perspective of
this matter. The Treasury representative made an interesting comment, and I will
paraphrase what he said to the Chamber on Monday, 19 September. Mr Hazel said he
thought that if Treasury had to go through and take out anything that might be defined as
new policy -bearing in mind that I do not think he had a clear idea of what those words
meant - it could be a particularly time consuming, difficult and unpredictable exercise
based on the fact that the House could decide that matter. Yesterday, I was perhaps a
little ungracious to the Minister for Finance by way of interjection when he made a
statement to the House. The Minister for Finance was, I think, making the same point
that Mr Hazel had made; namely, the difficulty and unpredictability of having one line
items. Having looked at Hansard and at your ruling, Mr President, I think, as I said to
the Minister last night, your ruling does provide the opportunity for a solution to that
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problem and to the problem of the roles and responsibilities of the two Houses of the
Parliament. Bearing in mind the difficulty of that situation, it is probably obvious that I
have warmed considerably to your ruling, Mr President.
This matter was first raised when we were considering the estimates for the Department
of Conservation and Land Management. At the time, I was somewhat surprised that the
two representatives of the department, Mr Shea and Dr Byrne, were somewhat confused
and puzzled by my line of questioning. I think I reassured one of them that I was not
trying to trick them into anything; I just wanted them to understand the question that I
was asking and for them to give me an answer to the question. That was particularly
difficult because I do not think they understood what the No I and No 2 appropriation
Bills were for. I think also that is the case with many people in senior positions in a
number of departments in the bureaucracy. That was somewhat surprising, bearing in
mind that they have been drafting Budgets for many years.
Hon Max Evans: They are doing the same thing year after year.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Yes, and there did not seem to be an appreciation of that
problem. I might as well have been talking Chinese as English in trying to explain the
information that I was after and why I was after it because there seemingly was a
perception that new policy was in the No 2 appropriation Bill and had been for some
time, and even the issue that you raised in the ruling, Mr President, about what was
ordinary and annual services caused confusion, although not to the same degree. There
was no concise perception on the part of the departmental officers to whom I spoke of
what was ordinary and annual. Again, Mr President, your ruling about government
policy will assist in regard to that matter by assuming that the two Houses of the
Parliament will address this situation in a reasonable way and take your guidance, and, if
that is the case, we can assist in this area of public administration and give it some
clarity.
Another point that I raised when I took the point of order concerns the politicisation of
the word "accountability'. I admit that when my staff and I rang around to seek the most
basic information about what was new policy, how much money was allocated, and how
many FTEs were associated with that allocation of money, as the days went on my ability
to get an answer to those questions diminished substantially, and surprisingly, or Perhaps
not surprisingly, I was increasingly told I could not have the information; I had to write
to the Minister or to the Premier. As I said, I found that situation galling, to say the least.
However, I put myself in the position of a member of the public. I am sure that
information would have been made available to a member of the public, but it was
refused to me, a member of Parliament. To say that I was displeased, galled and annoyed
by the end of that process is an understatement and if anyone wants to discuss this with
me afterwards, I have some other words I could use to describe how I felt and what I
thought about some people in the bureaucracy and in government. I do not think it is
appropriate that in regard to a legitimate pursuit for information - and I think people
understood by that stage, because I kept ringing them back, that I was looking at this
matter and it was of interest to me and, I thought, to the Parliament - people be so
defensive.
Members of Parliament should at least have the right to be given the same information
about the most rudimentary details of the Government's budget as would be given to the
citizens of this State. One might proffer a defence that it was a case of the public
servants being particularly conservative about their role or responsibilities. I do not
accept that. Any member of Parliament has a right, as does the public, to that
information. That information is about one line items of major expenditures, and in some
cases reasonably minor expenditures, that were mentioned in one way or another in the
budgetary documents. I will not concentrate on that matter. I have now made the point
twice. If accountability is a hallmark of this Government, the Government needs to lift
its game.
The message moved by the Minister for Finance does not require great heart wrenching
by the Legislative Assembly or the Government. It does not cause spectacular
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difficulties in terms of the options which you might have had available to you at the time,
Mr President, one of which could have been to rule the Budget out of order, and to have
to introduce a new Budget would not bring any joy to the Government or to us because I
suggest we would probably have Christmas dinner and a New Year's Eve party in this
Chamber -

Hon Max Evans: And Easter eggs.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Probably. Mr President, your ruling was responsible. This
message does nor demand very much at all of the Legislative Assembly. It will not cause
great consternation to the Government and to a lesser extent to the Opposition. It puts on
the record again the necessity to address this matter. However, I hope it will do more
than that. I hope that, having done this, we do not next year have to go through the same
process and that the Government does accept the advice that you proffered, Mr President,
because it is important to put on the record that the next Budget, if drafted in that way,
will receive the most unbelievable scrutiny. The Opposition will be looking for tacking
everywhere. Bureaucrats will be scared to the point of desperation about where things go
or do nor go, and information will have to be supplied at considerable expense in
justification of where things are placed or not placed in the Budget. At the end of the
day, I do not think that will achieve what you, Mr President, have suggested in your
ruling; that is, a way around this problem. I imagine that this year's Budget is in a
rudimentary stage of preparation and if the Government acts quickly and does what you
have suggested, Mr President, very little inconvenience may be caused to that Budget.
From the Opposition's perspective, I hope that more information is supplied in next
year's Budget because there will be mote time for the Government and the Treasury to
provide that.
Although it is not stated in this message it is, from the Opposition's perspective, a
message that should be understood by the Government; that is, the Government has to
address section 46 of the Constitution Acts Amendment Act. If it does not, it is in for the
most horrendous time imaginable by it or by us.
Hon Max Evans: With you.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: Yes, with us.
lion Peter Foss: Section 46 is totally unworkable because we will not know until
afterwards where to put things.
Hion JOHN HALDEN: I think, based on the President's ruling, that is what I have been
saying, or I hope that is what I have been saying.
Hon Peter Foss: We won't know where to start.
[Hon JOHN HALDEN: We will know where to start. There is a fair amount of clarity
about what is annual and what is ordinary in a lot of government expenditure. However,
there is a fair degree of bluriness about a number of other decisions that will be made by
the Government. There is also a degree of bluriness with regard to capital expenditure
going over one year or two years. The Minister for Health's argument about where
things ate put comes very much to the fore. I agree that there will be great difficulty,
although not as much as the Minister has suggested. To resolve that problem, I hope it is
understood by the Legislative Assembly and by the Government more particularly that
that section must be amended. I will not proffer in this debate how that might happen. I
have my views and I am happy to discuss them. However, I think it would be
inappropriate at the moment. It is up to the Government to formulate the first step in this
process and put its position forward. Then we will try to reach agreement on that.
htis a message that does not cause great pain for the Government. It is a message that I
hope the Legislative Assembly will accept, bearing in mind the difficulties involved in
framing future Budgets. If it does not accept the words that I am offering relating to the
need for a change to section 46, we have problems. Although the Minister for Health and
I agree about the necessity for change, we may not agree necessarily about how it will be
changed.
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Hon Peter Foss: I have no idea.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: He should talk to me and I will tell him about it later.
I have received an interesting note from behind me. The paint raised in this note is that
the message does not send the Budget back and ask for it not to be done again. I guess
even that would not cause great difficulty for the Government. Perhaps some
consideration might be given to adding that to the message. As I recall the 1989
message, it asked for that to happen. It did not have the desired effect. However, I
suggest to the Minister for Finance that it might be reasonable to ask that, in future, the
Budget not be tacked. I am not sure of the exact waits of that 1989 message; I do not
think it was particularly harsh. However, it made the point that it should not happen in
the future. I will not go over the top on that either. I think it might be an appropriate
paint for this Chamber to make, vis-a-vis the decision that has been made. I raise that
matter with the Minister far Finance. I think it is reasonable and I am not sure that we
can amend messages or that we want to.

The PRESIDENT: Are you asking me?
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I guess I am.

The PRESIDENT: I cannot comment on the structure of this motion. Any motion is
capable of being amended. However, I cannot comment on whether it can be amended to
suit the purpose. I gave a ruling and the House will decide what it wants to do.
Hon JOHN HALDEN: I thank you, Mr President, for that advice. I said that perhaps we
should use the 1989 motion as some sort of precedent for not doing it again.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: The motion before us is meaningless.

Hon JOHN HALDEN: Not having seen it until a few moments ago, it could well be. We
need to look at it. We may need a little more time to consider this matter. With those
words and bearing in mind that I am being advised by apposition members that there may
be some necessity to look at the wording of this motion, we are prepared to accept a
motion along these lines. However, we may, in a few moments, suggest an amendment
or further discuss this matter.

HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) [9.28 pm]: I have only just read this
message contained in the motion. I cannot make a lot of sense of it. The Appropriation
(Consolidated Fund) Bill (No 1) appropriates money for the recurrent services of
government. Mr President, you have already ruled in your scholarly and incisive ruling
yesterday that that Hill is unconstitutional. I am not saying the Opposition has a choice
of dealing with this Bill in this House. I cannot see how this House can send a message
to the other place asking it to observe the provision of section 46(6) of the Constitution
Acts Amendment Act, which says a Bill which appropriates revenue or money for the
ordinary annual services of government shall deal only with such appropriation. It is
clear the President ruled that there are new initiatives in the Appropriation Bill and it is
unconstitutional. I say at the outset that I have no desire to hold up the Appropriation
Bills, but I cannot see how we can consider a Bill which is unconstitutional.

Hon George Cash: Who says it is unconstitutional?

Hon MARK NEVILL: The President ruled it is in breach of the Constitution Act.

Hon Peter Foss: It does not say you cannot do anything with it.
Hon George Cash: What does section 46(9) say?

Hon MARK NEVILL: I do not have that Act with me. If a motion which contains a
message is moved there should be some consultation with the Opposition beforehand.
Hon George Cash: Adjourn the debate now and there can be consultation.
Hon MARK NEVILL: The Leader is having consultations about that. Obviously the
Opposition has been caught on the hop and it is trying to make some sense out of this
situation. From my cursory glance at the message I wonder whether we have a choice of
dealing with the Appropriation Bill in its present form, given the President's ruling.
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Hon George Cash: This is the easy-bk. The next stage will depend on what answer we
get back from the Legislative Assembly.
Hon MARK NEVILL: I have not read section 46(9) of the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act because I just received a copy of this message.
Having read that section I am now in a position to say chat clearly, the House can make a
decision on this Bill. Considering the serious point chat has been made and that members
are now aware of it, I accept that we must decide whether to deal with it. It would have
been a lot more helpful if that message had been considered by Opposition members and
the Minister before it had been brought to the House.
Hon George Cash: We will adjourn the debate and go on to other business.
Hon MARK NEVILL: Hon Alannab MacTiernan will move the adjournment. With
those few comments I do not want to delay the Budget Bills but I am concerned about
whether we could deal with this Bill considering the President's ruling. Obviously, I
have learnt a little bit since I have been on my feet.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan.

NORTH WEST GAS DEVELOPMENT (WOODSIDE) AGREEMENT
AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly: and, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) (9,36 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On 16 August this year, the Minister for Resources Development signed a memorandum
entitled "North West Shelf Gas Contracts Restructuring", which outlined the principles
on which the disaggregation of the contracts between the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia and the North West Shelf gas project joint venture participants would
be based. Hereinafter, I will refer to the State Energy Commission of Western Australia
as SECWA and the North West Shelf gas project joint venture participants as the JV Ps-
In the memorandum, the Minister confirmed the State Government's support for the
replacement of the existing natural gas sales agreements between SEC WA and the JVPs,
signed in September 1980, with separate direct sales agreements by the JVPs with the
proposed Electricity and Gas Corporations, and with Alcoa of Australia Limited,
Haniersley Iron Pty Ltd and the companies forming the Robe River Iron Associates joint
venture. The Minister also signified the Government' s intention to do all things
reasonably necessary to facilitate the implementation of these new commercial
arrangements by 1 January 1995.
The purpose of this Bill is to amend the North West Gas (Woodside) Agreement Act
1979, which I will refer to as the agreement Act, as a result of the proposed abolition of
SECWA and the establishment of separate Gas and Electricity Corporations from the
beginning of next year. The ratification of the Bill will enable the new contractual
arrangements between the JVPs and the proposed Gas and Electricity Corporations to be
executed and to become binding on the parties on I January 1995. The Bill is a major
and necessary part of the overall package required for implementing the restructuring of
the State's energy industry and, along with it, the disaggregation of the current SECWA
contracts. The package comprises -

the coming into effect of the dis aggregation contracts;
the passing and coming into operation of the Acts to establish the Gas and
Electricity Corporations, which are currently before Parliament;
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the passing and coming into operation of the Acts to establish the pipeline
regulations and pipeline tariff structures; and
the ratification of the variations to the Agreement Act that result from
disaggregation of the SECWA contracts.

fle disaggregation contracts cannot be effected until the last item above, the ratification
of the variations to the agreement Act, occurs. Therefore, as 31 December is the last date
for signing the disaggregation contracts, it is of immediate importance that Parliament
ratifies the proposed Bill in its current sitting.
Over recent months, consultation has occurred between representatives from the
Department of Resources Development, SECWA, State Treasury, the Ministry of Justice
and the JVPs to determine and agree the required changes to the agreement Act. From
this consultation, the key changes to the agreement Act have been identified to be -

the inclusion of definitions of the first and third gas priorities for consumption of
gas within the State, as well as a definition of the disaggregation contracts;
the removal of the default provision uinder clause 30(5), which previously allowed
the State to determine the agreement Act, so far as the DOMOAS parts are
concerned, if the J VPs defaulted under the gas contract;
the inclusion in clause 37(1) of a provision allowing stamp duty exemption for the
contractual arrangements arising out of the disaggregation of the contracts
between SECWA and the JYPs;
the inclusion in clause 42 of a provision allowing a Trade Practices Act 1974,
section 5]1)(b), exemption to apply to the new marketing arrangements relating
to the disaggregat ion of the SECWA contracts; and
to amend clause 44A, so that the agreement Act protection for the existing gas
priorities and supply rights of SECWA are retained without the need to refer to
the disaggregation contracts, but are now held by the State rather than SEC WA.

For members' information, I would like to expand a little further on the more significant
changes to the agreement Act, these being the stamp duty exemption, the removal of the
default provision, the Trade Practices Act exemption and the amendmecnt to the rights
under the gas sales agreements. Under the provisions of clause 37(f) of the current
agreement Act, the stamp duty exemption expired in 1988 and any new contracts entered
into from that date would have been subject to stamp duty payments. The proposal in the
Bill to exempt the JVPs and their direct sales customers, both government utility and
private, from any stamp duty that they might incur on the disaggregation contracts, is
considered by the Government to be appropriate, as the disaggregation of SECWA'S
contracts was a government initiative.
It is proposed that default provisions under clause 30(5) of the agreement Act be deleted.
Given the corporatised nature of the Electricity and Gas Corporations as successors to
SECWA, under the disaggregation contracts and the Government's deregulation of gas
markets in the State, such a provision could not be sensibly retained in the agreement
Act. Any dispute relating to purchases of gas from the JVPs by the proposed Gas and
Electricity Corporations would be resolved in accordance with the provisions of the
respective contracts. If there was to be a determination of any of the disaggregation
contracts, there is question over the use of the remaining gas to be delivered under the
particular contract. The parties have agreed that there should be provisions in the
agreement Act such that remaining gas will not be sold, used or supplied other than for
consumption in Western Australia and retain its status as first priority gas.
The Trade Practices Act, section 51(1)(b), marketing authorisation clause of the
agreement Bill -clause 42 - is required to reflect the agreement between the proposed
Gas and Electricity Corporations and the JVPs that the future gas and electricity utilities
will not market gas to industrial customers in the Pilbara market until 30 June 2005.
Furthermore, clause 42 includes authorisation for the JVPs to enter the disaggregation
contracts and to sell to affiliated companies anywhere in Western Australia.
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Finally, clause 44A of the current agreement Act provides for reservations of gas for
SECWA under its original and amended gas purchase agreements. These agreements are
being replaced by the disaggregation contracts. The proposed amended clause 44A
addresses reservations of gas in terms of first priority and third priority gas for Western
Australia, in light of the new disaggregation contracts. In effect, the State's existing
rights to first priority and third priority gas will be protected as a result of the proposed
amendment to this section. This is because the JVPs will be required to provide
marketing and gas reserves information so that the Stare can be satisfied that soles of gas
for export in volumes beyond that required for existing contracts do not affect the third
priority gas reserves entitlement. The other proposed amendments to the agreement Act
ore more of a general nature and are related primarily to definition and minor wording
changes to take account of the disaggregation of the contracts.
In conclusion, the Government believes that the propose amendments to the North West
Gas Development (Woodside) Agreement adequately reflect the new contractual
provisions in the disaggregation contracts which replace the original SECWA contracts.
The amendments form an important pant of the overall legislation required to implement
the Government's policy for restructuring the State's energy industry. I commend the
Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bob Thomas.

TAXI BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Assembly with an amendment.
Assembly's Amendment: In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Hon Bonry House) in the Chair; Hon George Cash (Leader
of the House) in charge of the Bill.
The amendment made by the Assembly was as follows -

Clause 26
Page 17, line 8 - To insert after "he" the words "or she".

Hon GEORGE CASH: I move -

That the amendment made by the Assembly be agreed to.
In another place there was some discussion on the clause which referred purely to the
mole gender. For reasons best known to the mover of the amendment, it was considered
that the words "or she" should be added. The Government has no objection to the
amendment. In the spirit of goodwill -

Hon Peter Foss: And political correctness!
Hon GEORGE CASH: - the Government is happy to accept the amendment.
Question put and passed; the Assembly's amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

PLANNING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (No 2)

Second Reading
Resumed from 29 November.
HON AJ.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [9.50 pm]: We have before us the
second attempt by the Minister for Planning to give effect to the amendment of a number
of Acts that relate to planning matters. Thbe Minister's first attempt succeeded, quite
unusually, in attracting universal criticism from both environmental and business groups.
That rare feat is perhaps one of Mr Lewis' greatest achievements. The Opposition is very
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pleased that the Government saw reason and removed that mark I Bill, because the
environmental procedures contained in it were quite unacceptable to the Opposition, as
indeed they were unacceptable to the broader community. The original Bill was taken
back for major surgery and those provisions were excised.
The Bill before us tonight has good pans and some bad pants. The Opposition will focus
in particular on chose areas in which it has some concerns. In the Legislative Assembly
some amendments were made to the legislation which we believe corrected some
substantial deficiencies. It is perhaps an indication that this legislation has not been
subject to proper consultation and proper thought. Indeed, if it had, it would never have
been presented in the form it was to the Assembly. The Opposition is concerned that
proper consultation has not been effected in relation to a number of other provisions in
the Bill before us tonight. I refer to some of the specific amendments proposed in this
Bill.
The first, and the one which is of primary concern, is the formation of the Western
Australian Planning Commission to replace the State Planning Commission. The
Opposition has no difficulty with the change of name, and it has become evident that the
Government is pleased to spend a lot of money on stationery, because names change at
every opportunity. Orders of descriptive words are changed and we are not sure what the
motive is, unless the Ministers are seeking to impose their egos at the expense of the
taxpayers. There does not seem to be good reason for the change and the wasted
expenditure on the printing of new stationery. It is said that the new planning
commission will have a greater non-urban focus, and there will be a move away from the
concentration on metropolitan planning issues, with greater focus on non-metropolitan
rural and provincial planning. That move must be supported. Planning in the non-
metropolitan areas has been a Cinderella area, certainly when compared with the degree
of focus centred on the city. That is understandable, as 80 per cent of the population live
in the city and the planning problems are certainly far more profound. It is time we
turned more attention to planning in non-metropolitan areas. The Opposition supports
the thrust, if that will be achieved by the formation of this new commission.
The old State Planning Commission had five members, and it is proposed that the new
commission will have 12 members. There is a saying in Labor Party circles that the size
of a body varies inversely to its importance. I hope that is not the case with this body and
that the expansion does not mean it will be far less important in the planning process in
this State. There are obvious difficulties in operating a body of that size; some are the
technical difficulties of getting people together, and there are other more important
problems of developing consensus and a common understanding of the problems. We do
not want homogeneity but there is a point at which a body becomes too large to
competently discharge its duties. We have noted that the State Government and
Governments elsewhere have been keen to pare down the size of local government
councils and yet, in this case a massive expansion is proposed in the size of our peak
planning body. That is a matter of some concern. This new body now has on it the chief
executive officers of most of the major agencies that could be said to have some interest
in planning issues, including the Department of Planning and Urban Development, the
Water Authority, the Main Roads Department, the Department of Transport, the
Environmental Protection Authority, and representatives of the regional commissions.
We understand the Government is keen to implement a whole of government approach,
and that is why it wants to ensure there is input in this peak planning body from all
government agencies with a substantial planning role.
The Opposition also notes - and thinks it is positive - that the CEOs cannot deputise their
positions, but must participate in person. That will ensure top level representation and
continuity in decision making. Deputies will not roll up to meetings not fully au fait with
the matters to be discussed, as has occurred with other commissions and bodies where
deputisaxion is allowed. The Opposition believes the peak planning body will be
dominated by senior government officers, and that is unacceptable. It is a stark departure
from the long established practices in this area.
Hon Peter Foss: The MRPA had that system.
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Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: But not the State Planning Commission.
Hon Peter Foss: The member has said it is a departure from long established practice. It
is actually a return to it.
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: I accept what the Minister says, but the Opposition finds it
unacceptable. The State Planning Commission was a body of considerable
independence. Notwithstanding that the majority of its members were appointed by
governiment, they were able to exercise an independence of judgmnent which is clearly not
the case with senior government officers. These government officers will be answerable
to the Ministers, as CEOs of their department, and they cannot, by any stretch of the
imagination, be considered independent. This is much more so under the new public
sector regime whereby CEOs are appointed for five year terms under renewable
contracts. While that may not necessarily be a bad thing, it means that any pretence that
CEOs are independent and can take a position independent of their Minister, is arrant
nonsense. The Opposition believes there is a solution to this problem, and that we can
achieve this whole of government approach without making the planning commission a
bureaucracy and less than independent body. Clearly that would be to make the CEOs
non-voting members of the commission. That would ensure we had a high level of
integration of the activities of government agencies while at least retaining some capacity
of the commission to act in the tradition of the present State Planning Commission; that
is, with some independence from government.
The Minister's intention to compromise the independence of the commission is further
evidenced by the procedures for the appointment of local government representatives.
These might be comparatively small points, but overall they develop a picture of what
has been planned here. The previous panel of five had a representative of WAMA.
WAMA was asked to put forward a panel of three names and from those three names the
Minister would select and then appoint a nominee. Now on this body, which admittedly
has been expanded to more than twice its previous size, we will have two ocher
representatives, one rural and one metropolitan. In each of these instances WAMA is
being asked to submit four names to the Minister. It is clear to us that the Minister is
requiring this because he is very keen to have a greater degree of control over political
orientation - not necessarily party political orientation - of the person who will be
eventually selected from WAMA's ranks. It is a small point but overall it adds to the
impression that the Minister is aiming at producing a body which is far less independent
than we have witnessed with the State Planning Commission.
We also see - and it would be interesting to know why it is so - that the Mayor of the City
of Perth is to get a guernsey now- I find it laughable that it should be referred to as the
City of Perth when it is really the shire of Perth, because the municipality of Perth
represents only slightly more than 5 000 people. Yet it has been given the privilege of
having a representative of its own. It is clear that, given the new structure of the City of
Perth and the fact that the municipality has been almost denuded of residents, the Mayor
of the City of Perth will certainly be someone sponsored by a large commercial
organisation, such as the Building Owners and Managers Association or the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry- It would sent to me char if the Government is looking at
spreading equity, it should be looking at a nominee from someone such as the Mayor of
the City of Wanneroo, a city which has only slightly less than one-quarter of Perth's
population.
I understand the notion that we have the city of Perth as a capital city, but when we
consider that it is almost entirely devoid of residents and will be the captive of big
business, it strikes me that the agenda here is to ensure the enhancement of commercial
interests on the State Planning Commission. This view is further enhanced when we
consider the other nominees which the Minister may make, his direct nominees, those
who do not come from panels of nominations from ocher bodies. The legislation has a
very interesting agenda.
Leave granted for the member to continue her remarks at a later stage.
[Continued on next page.]
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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 1)
Message to the Assembly

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [10.05 pmJ: 1 thank the Government for the
oppontunity it has provided us to consider this matter. Having had the benefit of the
President's ruling we are now satisfied that we can support the message. Mr President, in
supporting your remarks and your ruling I also fully support the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition, because your's is one of the most extensive decisions I have ever
experienced, having now had the time to read it. I must admit that as you were giving
your decision I was having trouble following it. Having had the opportunity to read it I
realise it was relatively simply expressed. In respect of section 46(6) of the Constitution
Amendment Act my understanding is that this is one of the longest standing forms of
dispute which can occur between an upper House and a lower House in any bicameral
system. I feel instinctively, although I have no training to say otherwise, that the manner
of your decision is such that it may well go into the future as a means of resolving such
disputes. To that extent I was delighted when I felt I could understand your ruling. I
sincerely hope that the other place will accept the message in the manner it is intended it
should be dealt with and that we may have done something here which in the future will
resolve something of a problem between the two Houses.
Question put and passed.

PLANNING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL (No 2)
Second Reading

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
HON AJ.G. MaWTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [10.08 pm]:
In relation to the Minister's direct nominations in both the State Planning Commission
and the WA Planning Commission, the Minister has the power to appoint people directly.
An interesting change will be made. Under the State Planning Commission the Minister
had to appoint people who had practical knowledge of or experience in either urban or
regional planning, urban development, a public utility, rural affairs, environmental
matters or community affairs. Those areas are largely retained under the new
formulation, but interestingly some bits are added. The two nominees can have a
background in business management, property development, financial management and
valuation.
The Opposition believes that we will see a peak planning body which has been re-
oriented to always represent business interests. We do not believe this augurs well for
the hopes of the Board committee about which we have spoken over the past two days.
The Board committee expressed the view that in this State we must be prepared to put the
interest of land development secondary to the preservation of our ground water supplies.
If the peak planning body has at least the potential to give some indication that it will be
re-oriented towards land development interests, the aspirations of the Board committee
are likely to be frustrated. In the same vain, it does not bode well for anyone who wants
to see enhanced environmental sensitivity in our planning processes.
[Quorum formed.]
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The next major change is that of statutory non-metropolitan
regional plans. I support the move to establish non-metropolitan regional plans. Unlike
the metropolitan area, the non-metropolitan plans are a mixed bag in their quality. They
are often not well coordinated and have no statutory effect. It is hoped that we will see
the same standard of planning that is experienced in the metropolitan area extend towards
the rural and provincial areas. However, the non-metropolitan municipalities have an
understandable concern that their local schemes could be overridden by regional
schemes. Of particular concern to those local authorities is the power this Bill gives the
Minister to amend the authority scheme, if in the opinion of the Minister it conflicts with
the regional scheme that has been developed.
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To a large extent metropolitan authorities have lived with the obligation to conform with
regional schemes for many years. The Opposition appreciates their concern. That
concern is heightened by the perception of the weighting of the planning commission.
Although we note that a rural Western Australian Municipal Association representative
will be on the committee, that is simply one voice out of 12. We have a planning
commission that is heavily weighted towards government control: As we have said
before, it will have at least five chief executive officers and another ministerial
appointment, with every indication that development interests will be given particular
representation. Members can understand that in some areas, such as Busselton, there will
be great concern that sensitive areas are to be rezoned for development to suit interests
that may not be the same as the interests of the residents and ratepayers of that area.
In principle, there is no reason the rural areas should be treated differently from the
metropolitan area. The objections the rural councils have to this development highlight
the importance of a peak planning body that is independent of government and represents
broad community interests; not a body that is skewed towards representing some
sectional interests, in particular the interests of developers. The Opposition is not anti-
development; however, we believe that the planning body should be capable of
representing both interests. Some questions of detail remain unaddressed with this move
towards regional planning schemes. For example, no provision has been made to enable
necessary land acquisitions to be made to give effect to regional schemes. In Perth, as
members know, we have the metropolitan region improvement fund. That is funded by a
fund that has been accumulated on a levy on approximately 300 000 metropolitan
households.
Hon Max Evans: It is not 300 000; only those in the metropolitan area pay that. It is
only 130 000.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Is it only 130 000?
Hon Max Evans: About that.
Hon A.J.G. Mac'fIERNAN: We never can trust Hansard, can we?
Hon Max Evans: It is only the houses which pay land tax.
Hon A.J.C. MacTIERNAN: I will correct that. I was copying that from Hansard.
Hon Max Evans: It is only metropolitan.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIiERNAN: I know that. The point remains the same, regardless of how
many homes it is.
Hon Max Evans: It is only on those on which land tax is paid.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I understand that. However, the point is the same; we have
a scheme that is funded by a metropolitan levy, and that is used to purchase the reserves
for infrastructure, roads, conservation zones, public open zones, and all the things which
are necessary to put into effect these regional planning schemes. There is no point in
putting into place these non-regional planning schemes until a mechanism has been
devised to implement such schemes.
Hon Peter Foss: It is a bit harsh to say that there is no point in doing it.
Hon A.J.C. MacTIERNAN: It is undesirable.
Hon Peter Foss: How much of the MRS results in acquisitions?
Hon A.J.C. MacTIiERNAN: We do not know. 1 cannot tell the Minister that, except to
say that substantial funds have been accumulated under the metropolitan region
improvement fund. We may well find that because there has been a dearth of planning
activity in the country areas there is a much greater need.
Hon Peter Foss: Are you suggesting we put a tax on them?
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: We need to give some consideration to the way in which we
will fund the implementation of these schemes. I take the Minister's point that perhaps it
is gilding the lily a little to say that there is no point in proceeding with such schemes
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until we have devised the funding mechanism, but when we move to legislate for the
implementation of regional planning schemes we should at the same time give some
consideration to how we will fund the necessary infrastructure. It is a question of
assuring local authorities which suddenly see their independence, as they see it,
substantially eroded, and giving them some comfort as to how these centrally ordained
regional schemes will be funded.
Another amendment which requires some comment is that involving the record of
conditions on title. An amendment is proposed to the Town Planning and Development
Act to provide that the commission, when it is approving the subdivision or a vacant
strata lot development, may require recording on the title of the land so subdivided and/or
strata titled, details of hazards or other factors seriously affecting the use and enjoyment
of that land. At first blush that seems quite reasonable. Potential purchasers should be
made aware of any impediment to their enjoyment of the property. When one looks at
this clause a bit further, one sees that it does not hit the spot. It may create greater
difficulties for those whom it is trying to protect. We are concerned that it may be used
as a substitute for proper planning and we will give details of that later, in particular,
where lots have been developed which should have had restrictions placed on theft.
Hon Peter Foss interjected.
Hon A.J.G. MacTH3RNAN: We have moved on; we are now talking about clause 57,
which deals with the recording on die title where the commission approves a subdivision
or a vacant strata lot development. It provides that under those circumstances the
commission can impose a condition on that subdivision or stratification that there be
recorded on the title of the lots a warning or a note of the hazards or factors which may
seriously affect the use and enjoyment of the land. Although it appears at first instance
that is a positive thing for prospective purchasers, we believe it has the potential to
distract the commission from its proper planning activities and will enable the planning
commission to salve its conscience and abandon its responsibility for decent planning and
run to some notion of caveat eniptor when it should have placed far greater restrictions
on a development. I will give an example of that shortly. Putting aside the question of
whether this will lead to a diminution in the quality of planning, we have the question of
whether this can achieve any consumer protection, if that is what it is aimed at doing.
The reason is that a great many home buyers, particularly those at the lower end of the
market who have mortgages, do not get to see their certificate of title and certainly do not
get to see it at the crucial time.
Hon Peter Foss: Presumably the settlement agents will see it.
Hion A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The Minister would be aware of how these things happen.
A home buyer visits a block of land or a house and land package with an agent. On that
basis he enters into an offer and acceptance. The settlement agent is then appointed some
time after that. Although the settlement agent will get a copy of the certificate of title, by
that stage a binding contract has been entered into it.
Hon Peter Foss interjected.
IHon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I do not think the Minister could necessarily presume that at
all. If we want to make this provision Work we need to provide that any contract for sale
of affected land must cite the disability that is recorded on the title, and if failure occurs
to cite on that contract for sale the presence of this warning of die hazard or other factor
seriously affecting the use, that contract would be voidable by the purchaser at the
purchaser's election. It is my view that without that provision, if it is intended to be
some sort of consumer protection measure, it is a totally empty gesture. The Minister is
suggesting there may be some sort of protection, that this might be some impediment to
the title and something that could be avoided by a purchaser. We must bear in mind that
we are dealing very often with people at the lower end of the market. The areas which
will be subject to some hazard have generally been associated with noxious industry.
These people are unlikely to have the resources to fund an action as complex as that. If
we are to go down this moute we need to give it a bit more force and make die appropriate
legislative change that makes it necessary that any such warnings are cited at the time the
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contract for sale is entered into. I will go into our concerns that this system of
notification of recording may affect proper planning decisions. A very good example
was given in the Legislative Assembly debate and it bears repeating in this place. An
area in Gosnells is adjacent to a poultry farm. Poultry farms are notoriously obnoxious.
Ron Peter Foss: They are smelly.
Mon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: They are worse than smelly. That is certainly part of it, but
they are also extremely noisy and dusty.
It turns out that a great number of people are highly allergic to chicken manure dust. In
the Gosnells and Thorulie areas a number of children suffer skin problems as a result of
chicken manure dust. A private land developer had land adjacent to a very large poultry
farm. Both the member concerned and the poultry fanner pleaded with the Department
of Planning and Urban Development not to approve the development immediately
adjacent to the poultry farm. They asked that a landscaped buffer zone be included to
provide some protection. Those residents, perhaps not appreciating the impact of living
next to a poultry farm and not knowing the potential effects it would have on the children
down the track, would not be aware of this hazard.
Hon Peter Foss: That is not how I understand the facts.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Is the Minister familiar with them?
Hon Peter Foss: That is not the account I was given.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I do not think the Minister would be correct. Byford is in
the seat of Arm adale.
Hon Peter Foss: I amn not saying Byford; Gosnells is the place I was told about.
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: These are the facts as presented by the member concerned.
As the Minister has pointed out, regardless of whether they are an accurate portrayal of
the circumstances of that development, the point is clear. It may well be that instead of
giving proper consideration to the sorts of protections that should be placed upon a
residential development that is next to a noxious or hazardous industry, the planning
department will say, "We will note it on the title. We will allow development right up to
the boundary. We will not require a buffer zone. We will let you maximise your profit",
and then it will be a matter of caveat emptor. The planning department will put the-
notation on the tidle and if people do net like it, they do not have to buy the land. As we
all know, that ignores the realities that many low income people, first home buyers,
young people and those whose resources are meagre, will be looking for very cheap land.
They are not in a position very often to make a profound assessment of the impact of
living next to such an industry, and many of the impacts of this chook farm example are
not readily evident simply from an inspection of the premises.
H-on Peter Foss: Have you been there?
Hon AJ.G. MacTIIERNAN: Although an inspection may reveal chicken manure dust, it
would not reveal an allergy to it.
Hon Peter Foss: It does not reveal trucks turning at two o'clock in the morning.
H-on A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: That is right; people would not know that either. It would
be quite fatuous to suggest that simply by recording a hazard of some nature on the title,
people would properly understand and appreciate the sorts of difficulties they would be
getting into. Even if these things are indicated on the tidle, there would be a general sense
in which the public would believe that land must be suitable for residents; otherwise it
would not have been approved. This provision needs to be vetted or to have written into
it something that says that it is not to be used as a substitute for proper planning; or to
enable planning agencies to salve their conscience if they approve things to maximise
developers' profits; or that should be approved only with proper protections in place to
ensure that the people purchasing that land and living in those subdivisions have a
reasonable standard of living and quality of life that matches the ordinary expectations of
Western Australians.
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Hon Peter Foss: It is an interim measure pending a full recommendation of an
Australiawide process of how to deal with this matter.
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Does the Minister understand the point we are making?
Hon Peter Foss: It is better to have it this way now rather than not to have it all.
Hon A.J.G. MacTFERNAN: I hope the Minister is correct. We need to focus on the
problem. I ask the Minister to look at what we can do to give a bit more substance to the
provision so that it will operate as a timely warning to people who are entering contracts
to purchase land that is subject to such hazards or impediment to full enjoyment of title.
Another aspect that has attracted some attention is that relating to compensation. This
Bill has amended the provisions governing compensation. It has been measured to
ensure that there has been a removal of any prospect of double dipping and to ensure that
where encumbrances have been lifted, any compensation that has been paid is required to
be returned when the land is disposed of. I note in the Legislative Assembly debates that
a fair amount of concern was expressed about the impact of this provision. It was
suggested that landowners who received compensation and who on-sold their land before
the reservation was lifted would not have to repay the compensation that was, to that
extent, unfair. If people managed to sell the land before the reservation was lifted, they
would be in a better position than those who held onto the land. I understand the Bill to
read that the liability to repay runs with the land. The purchaser who bought the land
with the encumbrance will be required to repay the compensation when an encumbrance
is removed. That seems fair. Even though the purchaser concerned would not have paid
compensation, the price he or she paid took into account the negative value of that
encumbrance. In Committee I will seek an assurance that this interpretation of the Bill is
correct. If it is as I read it, it seems to me that it is a fair and proper measure to avoid
windfall profits accumulating to a landowner at the expense of a taxpayer.
We fully endorse the increased penalties for planning breaches. The lack of prosecutorial
bite to support planning laws has been a subject of deep lament by local government for a
very long time and has been a great disincentive for local government to pursue planning
breaches. We note that the penalties under the Town Planning and Development Act
have been increased from a maximum of $1 000 in some instances and $2 000 in others
to a new maximum of $50 000. That represents a healthy increase. The continuing
offence rate has increased from $200 a day to $5 000 a day. These fines will go some
way to encouraging local authorities to act a bit more vigorously in pursuing planning
breaches. At some stage perhaps we need to look at streamlining the process local
government has to go through to enforce planning and other breaches, because it
certainly is a very protracted process. If we want to get some real action in this area, in
addition to increasing fines we need to streamline some of the processes.
In summary, there are a number of very positive provisions in this legislation. We
support the extension of the planning focus into the now metropolitan area. We support
the provision in respect of double dipping in the application of compensation. We
certainly support the increase in fines. However, notwithstanding that, we have a number
of very serious concerns about what we call "bureaucratisation' of the planning
commission and the effective removal of that body's independence. We believe that the
legislation taken as a whole will give greater influence potentially to developer interests
and certainly will centralise power with the Minister, both in terms of the body that he
appoints and the stacking of the commission with CEOs who have voting powers, and in
terms of the very broad powers that have been given to the Minister to supersede town
planning schemes in metropolitan and country areas where the Minister deems that those
schemes are incompatible or inconsistent.
Hon Peter Foss: You are hardly speaking in summary. That is the first time you have
mentioned that. I was waiting for you to do so.

Hon Graham Edwards: Do you want any more detail?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order!
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: That is in the context of the greater concentration of power.
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It is certainly one other instance. If it were there in isolation one would be less concerned
about it. The reason [ am mentioning it in my summary is that it needs to be seen in the
context of the total change in the structure of the planning commission and the greater
powers that the Minister has given himself for appointment of that body. As I have said,
we also have major concerns about the effectiveness of the memorialisation process. We
have even more profound concerns as to the effect that process may have on the quality
of subdivision and strata lot approvals. One should perhaps just flag here that one of our
subsequent speakers will move that those items be referred to the Legislation Committee
for further consideration.
HON BOB THOMAS (South West) [10.45 pm]: My comments on this Bill will be
fairly brief. Hon Alannah MacTiernan addressed most of the amendments contained in
this Bill referring to memorials on new titles that are created for strata developments and
for subdivisions created after the enactment of this Bill. She talked about the way
compensation will be treated for those planning reservations imposed since 1988 which
are injurious to the way property owners can enjoy their property. She has talked about
the Opposition's endorsement of increasing the penalties from $2 000 to $50 000 per
breach and ongoing penalties for each day of the breach. She has talked about the
changes from the State Planning Commission to the Western Australian Planning
Commission and the way in which regional planning schemes can be enacted in areas
outside the metropolitan area.
I want to provide the House with some of the reasons members of the Opposition feel we
should refer this to the Legislation Committee; so that some pant of the Committee stage
of this Bill can be used to take submissions from people with an interest in the matter. I
am principally referring to members of local government who are expressing concern
about the Bill. The House will be fully aware that when the Bill was first presented in its
original form it contained changes to the Environmental Protection Authority, and
changes in the way environmental assessment was handled as well as changes to the town
planning legislation, the East Perth Redevelopment Act, the metropolitan region town
planning scheme, the Subiaco Redevelopment Act and the State Planning Commission
Act. There was enormous opposition to the changes mooted there, mainly because of the
way the original Bill would override the primacy of the Environmental Protection
Authority Act. It appeared the Minister was oblivious to the opposition in the
community, and he even claimed it was insubstantial and ill-informned.
However, the Government seems to have a fairly sensitive antenna system. It picked up
the opposition coming from senior business and community leaders, coming from the
conservation movement and even coming from its own backbenchers and the
Environmental Protection Authority, which was actually appointed by this Government.
The Government took up the message and agreed to withdraw the original Bill and put in
its place this Bill with planning amendments. I have to tell the Government, however,
that the opposition has not abated. There is still a lot of concern in the community about
this Bill - as I have said, most of it is coming from local government. I should qualify
that statement by saying it is not actually coming from representative bodies of local
government. It is not coming from WAMA but from local councillors and the people I
speak to in the great southern and lower south west. It is coming from councillors as a
whole and also from officers of councils. It is a lot more widespread than the
Government is prepared to accept. I believe that most of the opposition is coming from
country councillors. I am not too sure about the views expressed by metropolitan
councillors.
I want to give the House briefly some of the reasons expressed by local councillors chat
they have problems with this Bill and the reason why many of them oppose it. The
second reading speech reads that the Bill represents a major shift in decision making in
planning and, over time, regions will have more autonomy to govern their affairs. Many
people to whom I speak see that as quite ambiguous, but they are frightened about the
Government's boast that a Major Shift in planning will occur. They feel that the balance
of power in planning mactens which rests with the local authority, the Planning
Commission and the Minister, will be shifted further towards the Minister. Local shires
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do not want that because they want to retain some autonomy in planning and decision
making within their own areas. Many of them cite the increase in the number of
commissioners who will be appointed under this Bill. At the moment there are five
commissioners and frequently up to three, sometimes four, of those commissioners have
a local government background. Under the Bill, the number of commissioners will be
increased from five to 12 and it is mandatory that only three - that is, a quarter of them -
have a local government background. Two will be nominated by WAMA. One must
come from local government within the metropolitan area and one from outside.
Under this Bill four names will be put forward in each category and it will be up to the
Minister to decide who should be a member. The Minister will look for somebody who
is inclined to accept his position. They also note that the new City of Perth will occupy
one position and that six commissioners will be the chief executive officers of a range of
departments - the planning department, or whatever it will be called, the Main Roads
Department, the Department of Transport, and the department which has responsibility
for regional development. They realise that since the Parliament passed the Public Sector
Management Bill the Government has much more ability to appoint chief executive
officers over whom it believes it will have some control by the nature of their
appointments and five year contracts. Local government members feel that this will shift
the balance of power very much in favour of the Minister and the Government and take
away the relative autonomy they have at the moment.
They also point out that under the new legislation the Minister will have authority to
prepare regional planning schemes for areas outside the metropolitan area. Once that has
occurred, under a statutory requirement, local governments must initiate amendments to
their own town planning schemes within 90 days to comply with those schemes. If those
amendments are not initiated within 90 days, the Minister then has the power to act on
behalf of the council at the council's cost. Local government members to whom I have
spoken have great concerns about this, because they believe it will take away their
autonomy and their right to make planning decisions about their own areas.
Local government personnel raised other concerns with me in their opposition to this
Bill. One is that nothing is in the second reading speech or within the Bill to indicate
whether any improvement will be made to taxes, charges or levies raised in those areas in
which a regional plan is enacted for the purpose of reservations and for acquiring
property, etc to implement those planning schemes. Local governments want to be
consulted about these matters of whether a levy will be implemented or whether they will
be required to contribute to any of those costs.
Another reason that many people are opposed to this Bill concerns the reputation of the
Minister, Hon Richard Lewis. Local governments in the areas I represent have a feeling
that this Minister upholds too many appeals against local government planning decisions.
In fact, he has the nickname among councils in my area as "pick-a-block Lewis" because
disgruntled people whose proposals have been rejected by council have simply appealed
to the Minister and have had their appeals upheld. About six months ago the Margaret
River Shire wrote to the Premier, Richard Court, complaining about the number of
appeals upheld by the Planning Minister. The shire indicated to the Premier its dismay
and disgust and that in future when any of the decisions made by the council were
overturned by the Minister on appeal, it would send out a pro-forma dismay and disgust
letter to the Premier and to the Planning Minister. That is how angry it is about the way
in which this Government is riding roughshod over its decisions.

On the south coast ;ecently, 1 think in late June this year, when the Planning Minister was
in town a meeting was' held of local government and planners. One councillor was very
angry with the Minister about the number of appeals he had upheld against decisions
made by his council. He said publicly to the Minister that the council might as well send
the Minister a copy of its agenda, and ask him to tell the council which of those proposals
he would uphold on appeal, and it would simply approve them at the council meeting and
reject the rest rather than spend so much time at unpaid council meetings. That is the
degree of anger against this Minister.
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Another case concerns lot 401 at Frenchman's Bay near Albany. Some people feel it
could have turned out very differently if this legislation had been enacted. Lot 401 is a
16 hectare block of land on the coast at Frenchman's Bay near the old whaling station. It
is on a very narrow spit which is only a couple of hundred metres at. its widest point and
which separates Princess Royal Harbour from the ocean. There is currently a subdivision
there of about 200 lots, of which 60 have been built on and about 140 are vacant. Lot
401 is currently zoned rural and is just to the north of the existing subdivision. It is
owned by a company called Loire Nominees, which approached the Manjimup Shire
Council a couple of years ago with a proposal to have it rezoned special rural. It
proposed to create 15 or 16 half acre blocks and set aside about 10 hectares of that as a
nature reserve around Lake Vancouver, which is the only freshwater source in that area.
There was a lot of concern that the development would lower the freshwater table and
that the interface with the salt water would salinate the lake and kill much of the flora and
fauna that abounds there. There was a lot of opposition to this proposal, but eventually
the shire council decided to seek permission from the Minister for Planning to proceed
with the rezoning. The Minister gave the council permission to advertise that lot for
rezoning.
A lot of us in the community were upset about that because we believed the area was too
fragile, that serious environmental problems would be associated with housing
development, and that because the sand was very fine on the dunes in that area, increased
human activity and clearing would lead to dunal erosion, along with many other
problems. A number of us wanted to obtain copies of the report from the Department of
Planning and Urban Development to the Minister, on which the Minister based his
decision, and the Albany Shire Council was one of the groups which sought a copy of
that report, but that request was denied. The Frenchman's Bay Progress and Ratepayers
Association applied under the Freedom of Information Act for a copy of that report, as
did the Albany Advertiser. We received a highly edited copy of the DPUD report to the
Minister, with whole pages blocked out. I think about a third of the report had been
edited before we received a copy of it. Of course, the recommendation to the Minister
was edited out and was not visible. As a result, the Albany Shire Council decided to not
advertise for rezoning. It rejected the application for rezoning. Once that occurred, we
received a copy of the complete report, and, to and behold, it indicated that the
department had recommended against the rezoning of that block.
Hon Kim Chance: And that had been blocked out?
Hon BOB THOMAS: Yes.
Hon Kim Chance: That is disgraceful.
Hon BOB TH-OMAS: Yes, it is. I raise that issue in the context of this Bill because if
there was an inclination on the part of the Minister to develop a regional plan for lot 401
to allow this sort of development to occur, there would be no provision for the local
council, the residents of the area, people like me, or the ratepayers' association to take up
those issues which they think are important and to appeal against any decision to allow
that rezoning to take place on environmental grounds, because this is a country coastal
area and its environmental assessment is administered by the Department of Planning and
Urban Development under delegation from the Environmental Protection Authority.
Another reason why some of us on this side of the House believe that this Bill should be
referred to the Legislation Committee relates to a letter which all members of the
Legislative Council would have received in the last couple of days from Professor
Martyn Webb, who raised issues about the way this Bill will affect planning in country
areas. He proposes that we should allow planning to be undertaken by the regional
development commissions that have been set up in country areas and which play a role in
planning the orderly economic and social development of country areas. He believes chat
will give people greater power to participate in the planning process. He alerts us to the
fact that two-thirds of the people appointed to boards and commissions are community
representatives as opposed to the few people who are proposed by this Bill to be
appointed to the Western Australian Planning Commission. A future Opposition speaker
will formally move that this Bill be referred to the Legislation Committee.
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HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [ 11.08 pm]: I normally would not comment on a
Bill of this kind, and even though I will comment now, my contribution will be extremely
brief;, I will keep a close eye on the clock. I will mention only one or two matters which
deal with only a narrow spectrum of the Bill. Many of the comments I had intended to
make have been forestalled because Hon Bob Thomas has covered the general area that I
planned to cover, and I have no wish to go over the ground which he mentioned so
eloquently; in particular, the position of country shire councils in respect of this Bill.

In the second reading speech, the Minister said this Bill represents a major shift in
decision making in planning. Nothing could be truer. However, by the very constitution
of the Western Australian Planning Commission, the shift is quite clear. The new
12 person board will include a chairperson appointed by the Governor and three people
representing local government interests, one of whom will be from a metropolitan
council, one of whom will be from a non-metropolitan council and one of whom will be
from the city of Perth as an as-of-right inclusion. Two people will be appointed by the
Governor. They will have experience in urban and regional planning, business
management, property development, community affairs or other related interests. Of the
remaining six, five will be chief executive officers from various ministries, with the sixth
being a ministerial nominee representing regional development interests.

The most likely outcome of a Western Australian Planning Commission board made up
in that manner will be that local government is not only guaranteed to be a minority
player in the future construction of the board, but also that local government will rarely
constitute more than 25 per cent of the commission. It is technically possible that local
government will be represented by four of the 12 representatives assuming that the
ministerial nominee representing regional development interests has a strong local
government background. That is possible. However, the most likely scenario is that that
person would come out of the regional development commission area which is not
necessarily an area containing local government input, and that three of the 12 members
of the Western Australian Planning Commission will have strong local government
backgrounds. That raises the question of the position of country shires, although I do not
think we should separate them necessarily from local government in its entirety.
The Bill allows the WA Planning Commission much wider powers, not only to act in
areas outside the metropolitan area, but also to enforce those actions when it acts outside
the metropolitan area. I believe that it is in that construction that country local
government authorities will express the greatest degree of concern.
On the brighter side, the Minister has appointed already a CEO of the present State
Planning Commission who will be a member of the new body; that is, the managing
director of the Water Authority, Dr Wally Cox. I believe that the Minister has chosen
extremely well in identifying Dr Wally Cox as a major contributor in the future
commission. I was privileged to work with Wally Cox when I was a board member of
the Water Authority. He was our managing director. I learnt to admire his clear cut
professionalism and respected the way he worked.

Hon Peter Foss: He has a certain degree of independence.

Hon KIM CHANCE: Indeed, the managing director proved that he could be strongly
independent and that the preferred position of government did not always coincide with
the preferred position of the Water Authority. In the manner of a thoroughly professional
CEO, he was never afraid of expressing the needs of his corporation when they came into
conflict with a policy decision made by government. It should be said that he did not win
those battles on every occasion. When he came up against Treasury Department officers,
sometimes they took some wearing down. However, ultimately, he won most of the
battles he fought with the Treasury, although sometimes it took a little longer than others.

Returning to the positions of country shire councils, Hon Bob Thomas has raised already
the principle issues and I do not need to go over them again. However, it is fair to say
that the Minister for Planning is not the most popular Minister among country shires. As
Hon Bob Thomas said, the number of planning appeals that the Minister has upheld has
dismayed and angered local government authorities statewide. I would not want anybody
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to think for a moment that those shires that have been so angered are limited to those in
Hon Bob Thomas' electorate of South West Region because I have heard a number of
shire councils complaining bitterly about appeals which have been upheld.
Local government is uneasy about losing its present high level of input into the current
State Planning Commission. It is uneasy about facing the certainty of minority
representation on the new Western Australian Planning Commission. However, it is even
more uneasy when that is accompanied by increasing centralised powers, not just
existing, but existing in the hands of a Minister whose handling of his portfolio has been
so controversial; I think choosing the word "controversial" is probably the least
contentious word I could have used.
It is somewhat strange that this Bill, which sets a new course for planning statewide - that
has been acknowledged - so institutionalises not only a strongly centralist ethic, but also
a strong bureaucratic management ethic. It is strange that these ethics should come ffrm
a Government which spends so much of its time inventing a case against centralism, If
the Federal Government's supposed centralist power grab is bad for the States, why is the
State Government's centralist power grab good for local government? I am not sure that
I follow the implied logic in the Government's point of view.
IHon Peter Foss: You are not suggesting that that is a consistent view across government
are you?
Hon KIM CHANCE: It seems to me that the State Government, as a general rule, objects
to what it invents as a federal centralist power grab.
Hon Peter Foss: I am asking whether you are suggesting that it is a general policy of this
Government to do the same thing to local government that the Federal Government is
doing to the State?
Hon KIM CHANCE: Not for a moment. I do not believe that is happening across all
departments and across all Ministers. Nonetheless, if this kind of centralisation -

Rion Peter Foss: [ accept your argument. However, as a general rule, this Government
has practised devolution of power.
Hon KIM CHANCE: It is true that, in areas, the Government is heading in that way. I
am happy to say that, in the Minister's portfolio and in education areas - two major
portfolios - that is occurring.
Hon AJ.G. MacTiernan: Not at Royal Perth Hospital where they managed to strike an
agreement that was struck down by Cabinet and the managers were not allowed to
manage.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I made that point rather strongly for a reason. We are talking
about a new system of planning, something that was acknowledged by the Minister in the
second reading speech. He said that this Bill represents a major shift in decision making
for planning by the State Government. It is a fundamental move and as such I view it as
representative of a Government's corporate strategy, simply because it is a fundamental
shift- Not only do I see it that way, but also it appears that the Minister sees it that way.
I certainly do not want to imply that it meant the whole of government was adopting a
centralist move. Nonetheless, it is sufficiently centralist to establish a major
representation of government opinion, even if it is not a majority representation of
government strategy. The needs, aspirations and concerns of country local government
authorities must be expressed. The Bill contains elements which not only threaten the
independence of local authorities, but in a very real way pose a threat to their future
existence.
HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral) [11.21 pm]: This Bill outlines the real
centralist policies of this Government in terms of planning legislation and it impacts upon
local authorities within this State. It is very odd to have legislation like this being
supported by members like my counterpart representing the Mining and Pastoral Region,
Hon Phil Lockyer, who knows only too well that the planning needs of shires in the
electorate that he and I represent are best assessed by local communities in collaboration
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with their shire representatives, rather then being dictated to by Perth-based bureaucrats.
It is also very odd to have legislation like this apparently supported by members like
Hon Bruce Donaldson. Before he came into this place he was quite outspoken in his
defence of the role of local government authorities in Western Australia. It is odd to find
that he is about to support legislation which will reduce and effectively destroy the role
of local authorities in planning the future of the communities within their boundaries.
It is also very odd to see a State Government requiring local authorities to have their own
town planners, yet at the same time positions those shires so they are subordinate to the
demands and expectations placed upon them by the new planning authority chat will have
powers which will operate throughout the State. Stamutory plans will no longer have an
effect just on the metropolitan area, but strategic plans will impact on the whole of the
Stare. What form the strategy plan will take is an open question. It is very difficult to
know exactly what resources of the Government will be allocated to the Department of
Planning and Urban Development to position planning officers to ensure that the strategic
plan can be developed, in collaboration with local communities and shires, before the
centrally based bureaucrats and the department provide the Minister with advice that
results in a strategic plan that is binding upon local authorities.
I hope the Minister will respond to my specific query in his reply to this debate. I want to
know how many additional departmental officers, by virtue of the strategies now to be
unleashed by this legislation, will find themselves in the regions which will be
determined by the new planning authority and which will have powers that operate
throughout Western Australia. Perhaps the Minister will detail exactly how the local
authorities will interconnect with the new authority. There will be some involvement,
but what will be the extent of that involvement? Will it be a financial responsibility for
the development of the strategic plans required of them by the new planning authority?
Will there be a genuine attempt to ensure that local authorities are appropriately involved
in the development of the strategic plans other than simply funding their development
and accepting financial responsibility for it? Will the adoption of a regional plan merely
put financial responsibility back in the hands of local government? I am referring to
financial responsibility for funding, construction and compilation of regional parks to fit
in with the regional plan that will be put in place by the Minister's decision. Is it a
transference of taxation effectively from a State Government responsibility to local
authorities to effect regional plans?
I asked a question on notice about what were the Government's plans for a piece of land
of which the Minister representing the Minister for Planning in this House, Hon Peter
Foss, has knowledge. I refer to the Waterbank pastoral lease. The Minister's answer was
that the need for the transfer of that lease back into the hands of the State was to allow
the land to be split up to accommodate the needs of Broome and provide for additional
conservation areas. So far, that issue has not been resolved by the Government. It
appears it has been put in the too hard basket.
Hon P.11. Lockyer: It has not been put in the too hard basket. The reason it has not been
resolved is a claim by Aboriginal people. Your Government had the same problem and it
goes back to Hon Ken Mc Ever.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I know the process has been protracted. When the issue of
Aboriginal title in regard to the Waterbank pastoral property is resolved, if the new
regional plan requires a conservation area within that shire boundary it may well be that
the local authority will be left with the financial responsibility of having to meet that
planning decision.
Hon P.H. Lockyer: I do nor think that is right.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I look forward to an assurance from the Minister in his response
to this debate that the adoption of these regional plans will not require local authorities to
allocate their resources to acquiring land for meeting those plans so far as they might
require the positioning of parks or areas for conservation. No doubt that is one of the
concerns that is combined with others on the part of local authorities to lead them to be
increasingly nervous about the legislation and its passage through this House. It is in
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marked contrast to the initiatives taken by the previous Labor Government in establishing
regional development commissions which did not find favour with the then Opposition,
including Hon Phil Lockyer, who attacked the previous Government as it proceeded
down the path of setting up development commissions in the regions. It was a genuine
attempt by the Lawrence Labor Government, of which I was proud to be a pant, to set up
commissions to transfer the decision making authority to the regions so that the decision
making processes were positioned where they should be.
Hon P.11. Lockyer: I objected to the thought that they would override local councils.
This Government has taken proper action so that local councils can be represented. That
is what I support.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: That is an unfair recollection of history. When I was the
Minister for the Gascoyne and for the Wheatbelt I appointed two boards, and even the
member could not criticise that. I ensured that the development commission in the
Gascoyne had on it the presidents of the four shimes -

Hon P.H. Lackyer: With great respect, that is not how you tried it originally. You found
that without a Bill going through Parliament you could not do anything else.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I could have appointed anyone.
Hon P.H. Lockyer: That was not the advice you received.
Hon TOM STEPH-ENS: I could have done it any way I wanted. I could have appointed
anyone to the development commission boards. I knew that our Government wanted to
ensure a role for local councils on the commissions.
Hon P.H. Lockyer: You acceded to my advice.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: The member's advice was that we should not establish
development commissions. I ignored it, and got on with establishing the commissions.
Hon P.M. IAockyer interjected.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I did not hear that pant of the member's advice. I remember the
member saying that we should not have the commissions. I was determined to make sure
that the people in the regions were well served by having the decision making authority
at the local level. Unlike the member I have been consistent in that view. The member
supports the Minister for Planning's legislation that has all the power to move in the
opposite direction - away from local authorities -

Hon P.M. Lockyer: I think my colleague, when he replies to the member's carefully
worded speech, will put the member's mind to rest.

Hon TOM STEPHENS: I wait for those assurances. However, I fear they may be
constructed as verbal sedatives aimed to allay the concerns of local authorities and others
who represent regional areas, and perhaps there may be a more appropriate response
following the Minister's reply.
Hon P.H. Lockyer: I share an electorate with the member, relatively actively, and not
one local authority has come to me to express its fears.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I suspect that the member will find that the fears are beginning
to grow and that there is a real groundswell of concern developing about this legislation.
It may be that the Minister's response will effectively allay the concerns expressed by the
Opposition. However, the Opposition may find that the concerns are not offset; and, of
necessity, we may be forced down the path of having to recommend to the House that at
the completion of the second reading stage the legislation, or at least pants of it, should be
referred to the Legislation Committee, or another appropriate committee, to allow an
opportunity for the legislation to be taken to the regions which the member and I
represent. In that way the local authorities will have the chance to scrutinise the
legislation closely before its enactment, to see whether it still has their support. It may
not be necessary for all parts of the legislation to be referred to a committee. My
colleague Hon Alannah MacTiernan expressed concern about three aspects of the
legislation. Clause 57 caused her concern. I am sure the Minister will respond and we
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will see whether our concerns have been allayed. If they have not, the appropriate thing
is for the House to ensure people like the local community representatives on the shimes
have a chance to scrutinise the legislation via the Legislation Committee. Their
comments will be sought and relayed to the House before the Bill is finally disposed of.
Recently we received submissions from Professor Martin Webb, who is particularly
concerned about the legislation. It may be important for the House to hear more from
him. Certainly it may be important for the Legislation Committee to hear more about his
concerns before the Parliament finally deals with the legislation.
I am concerned about the construction of the proposed planning authority. It will
comprise 12 members. The State Planning Commission comprised some five
representatives of local government. When the coalition came to government, the
member's colleagues did what we had done in government; that is, we ensured that local
governments were placed in the box sear in relation to the development commissions.
However, the WA Planning Commission will have a 12 member board, seven of whom
will be bureaucrats. It will be a diminished role for local authorities in the operations of
the WA Planning Commission. If the member were as committed as he claims he is to
the interests of local authorities' being listened to by the authorities responsible for
development and planning issues, and if he were consistent, lhe would join the Opposition
to ensure that the voice and role of local authorities was supported and maintained in the
planning activities of this State.
Hon P.H. Lockyer: The Local Government Association of Western Australian agrees
with the legislation.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: If that is the case, I am puzzled. Perhaps the verbal sedatives of
the Minister for Planning have been effective in nobbling the voice of local authorities.
Several members interjected.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: Sometimes we must call a spade a spade. If for some reason
people have misread the Bill because of the effective dulling of their sensitivities by
some sort of -
Hon P.H. Lockyer: Perhaps you should ring Mr Rowell -

Several members interjected.

Hon TOM STEPHENS: I do nor know how they have not picked up in the legislation -

Hon A.J.G. MacTieman: I do not think there is any disagreement that Mr Rowell is a
supporter of the Government.
Hon N.E. Moore: What a dreadful thing to say!

Hon TOM STEPHENS: I agree with the Minister for Education.

Hon N.E. Moore: What a dreadful thing to say - it would cloud his judgment.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order! Perhaps the member should
address the Chair.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I agree with the Minister for Education that it is a dreadful thing
to accuse anyone of supporting the Government. If ever a sin were committed in this
State it would be to admit to being a supporter of the Court Government.
I do not know why the very skilful leadership of the Western Australian Municipal
Association - provided by Mr Rowell and his executive officer, Mr Shanahan - has not
identified the problems in the legislation for local authorities operating throughout the
State. However, somehow or other they have not, and it is incumbent on this House of
Review to take the opportunity to have its concerns addressed by the Minister or to pass
it to the Legislation Committee. I do not know how it has been done but, somehow or
other, their sensitivities on the role of local government have been reduced and they are
supporting legislation which, from my observation and scrutiny, is not in the best interest
of local communities and local authorities. In this instance I am nor sure why the
changes to the planning commission have attracted the support of this association. Itris
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an appropriate response for this House of Review to refer the Bill to the Legislation
Committee for further scrutiny. It is an obnoxious development for the Minister for
Planning to assume the roles more appropriately left to local government authorities as
the representatives of local communities. These locally elected representatives of the
community are far better placed than a Perth-based Minister for Planning to make
decisions about the planning needs of the far-flung regions in this State. It is totally
inappropriate to extend the power to the Minister for Planning to transfer the whole
process of planning, that has been truly tried and tested in the metropolitan area with
some measure of success, as though it has appropriate application for local authorities
such as the shires of Wyndham-East Kimberley and Broome, and communities such as
Wiluna. I hope the Minister will allay our concerns but, if not, I urge members to move
rapidly for the referral of this Bill to the Legislation Committee, so that the local
authorities operating in this State and the associations that represent them, will have an
opportunity to review the legislation before it is finally enacted.
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) [11.43 pm]: I thank
members for a very positive contribution to the debate and, particularly, Hon Alannah
MacTiernan for an extensive analysis of the Bill which was generally speaking fairly
evenhanded. I do not agree with all her analysis, but I understand the points made.

With regard to the increase in the size of the commission, the member said that
sometimes an increase in size means a reduction in influence. She gave the reason it is
contemplated in her next statement when talking about what has happened and why it has
been increased. Much of this must be seen in the historical context. Planning started,
firstly, at the local government level with the Town Planning and Development Act. It
later moved to the metropolitan level with the Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Scheme Act. It is probably fair to say that local government planning was not very
significant, except in certain isolated local authorities, until the metropolitan region
scheme was introduced and imposed a discipline on the local authorities to bring down
their schemes. It is interesting to note the rate at which local authorities introduced their
schemes, and which authorities were slow to do so.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: It took the Perth City Council only 15 years.
Hon PETER FOSS: Perth did not shine in its ability to produce a scheme, but many
other local authorities took some time to embrace town planning for a number of very
good reasons. For a while some did not know how to do it, and that sort of information
eventually disseminates through the local government. Councillors become better at
planning and more town planners become available. It becomes easier as people become
more familiar with the task. There is no doubt that the influence of the Metropolitan
Region Town Planning Scheme Act brought the use of local town planning schemes
among metropolitan local authorities. It was very useful because as a result of that, they
are exercising very definite responsibilities within the metropolitan area for town
planning in a way they did not take up in the past. That is despite the hierarchical
dominance of the metropolitan region scheme over the local government town planning
scheme. In essence, they are quite different types of schemes. The metropolitan region
scheme is a broad brush approach, without any land use tables. It denotes, for example,
that land is zoned urban but it does not say what it is. It embraces many things that can
be done under a town planning scheme, such as further reserves for parks and gardens.
The type of scheme is a totally different perspective.
The Act required people to conform to overall strategic planning. While we keep that
perspective of the State having responsibility for the overall major strategic planning, and
local governments operate in their own area, we have a good partnership between local
government and the State Government. In that partnership local government has not
shrunk under the metropolitan region scheme; it has increased. A major part of that was
the involvement of the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority, which subsequently
became the State Planning Commission. The idea of the State Planning Commission was
a good one, but it never really worked. The ultimate admission of its failure to work
under the former Government was firstly, the large fiddling with it for a period to try to
make it work. Secondly, in the end it became a nonentity because all its functions were
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delegated to various committees. From a practical point of view, the State Planning
Commission ceased to be of any import under the previous Government. Why was it less
effective? One of the main reasons was that the MRPA had the involvement of senior
civil servants. There are good and bad aspects of that, and we do not want too many
bureaucrats. However, it is possible to get some real planning done. The important part
is that it is not a matter of sending along someone else to attend the meeting, but of
getting these top people together. They must carry it to some effect and, if it is to be
executed, they have a role to play.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Why would they not be non-voting members?

Hon PETER FOSS: If the member is objecting to the size of the committee it is because
of the large number of people on it. It is right to say that the more people on a
committee, the harder it is to make it work because of the cross-functioning of those
people. Making them non-voting members will not help that. On the other hand, the
Government has decided that they cannot send delegates along. These are not just
bureaucrats, they are the drivers and pushers of the planning process in this State. If we
want them to be active contributors, they must be voting members. It worked under the
MRPA and, although this is not a mirror image of the MRPA and is a different proposal
altogether, it is one of the features that made the MRPA work. It could and would do
something, it had the power to do something, and it actually functioned. The big
difference between the MRPA and the SPC is that one worked and the other did not. I
appreciate the member's concern. If we had nothing historical to look at it might be
reasonable to say that it is not a good idea. The member also said that they were not
independent of government. When Hon Kim Chance was talking I made a point of
checking on Mr Cox and learnt that he was capable of having a fairly independent mind.
That is also fairly characteristic of many of the other people. The Commissioner of Main
Roads and the Director General of Transport have been known equally to have that sort
of independence. They run very major departments and they have very major roles in the
area of planning.

Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected.

Hon PETER FOSS: I understand that and I accept the member's point. Although I
accept the theoretical basis of what the member is saying, the reality is that this has the
potential to be a group that really does get on with doing the planning and where we have
all the essential people there to make decisions that will stick. All the right people will
be there to make those decisions. The member may not accept that.

Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: I concede the point. It is a question of trade off.

Hon PETER FOSS: Precisely. I accept that there are pluses and minuses. I am not
saying that there is only one point of view. As I started off saying, I accept a lot of the
member's argument, but I do not necessarily agree that the conclusion will be as the
member foresees it. It is always a possibility; that is fair enough. I am not saying that
what the member is theoretically putting forward is not an argument capable of being
made. I am saying that we must see planning in an historical context. That historical
context has been that in the past a body such as this has had the effect of making real
decisions. If we consider the SPC in terms of output, achievements and results, it gets a
very low mark. It was really a failure, whereas the MRPA had a reputation of being
incredibly independent, for what reason I do not know; perhaps it was just the people
who were on it. It achieved things and got things done. It was a place where we could
get people together who could get down to do some solid planning. It worked. The
Minister has taken some of the features of the MRPA that worked and some of the
features of the SPC that appeared to work and moulded out of that something which I
believe and sincerely hope will achieve results. I hope one of those results will be that
we will increase the activities of local government in non-metropolitan areas in the way
the MRPA did when it was introduced.

Another point the member raised related to the change from three to four members. I do
not think this change is significant. The member asked why the Mayor of the City of
Perth should be involved. For all we say about it, the central Perth area is important to all
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of us because that is where most of the features which are of a distinctly statewide and
capital city nature exist.
Hon J.A. Scott interjected.
Hon PETER FOSS: No, that is still there. The area is significant to all the people in
Perth, who happen to constitute the majority of the people in the State, but it is also
significant to the rest of the people of the State.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: It has a very small number of residents.
Hon PETER FOSS: It is not a matter of how many people live there but how many
people use Perth.

Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: But the people who only use the area don't get to vote for the
mayor.
Hon PETER FOSS: The person who is responsible for carrying out the development of
the city is the Mayor of the Perth City Council. Whether the member likes it or not, the
mayor has a large responsibility; he and the councillors are the ones who have the
knowledge. The people of the State are not terribly interested in what happens in
Wanneroo whereas they are interested in what happens in Perth.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiemnan interjected.
Hon PETER FOSS: There I will have to depart from my agreement with the member. I
do not believe we can say that the City of Wanneroo is of the same abiding interest to the
people of Western Australia as is the central Perth area. Perth is our capital. Wanneron
is not the capital of Western Australia. Obviously there are state capital obligations and
involvements which are important. The City of Perth has obligations and responsibilities
to all the people of the State.
I am glad the member supports non-metropolitan region plans. The current non-statutory
arrangement has been a mixed bag and most of all has been a failure. We can call them
studies rather than plans. We have been through the exercise so often, but what actually
comes out of those non-metropolitan region plans? I was speaking earlier on to
Hon Bruce Donaldson who mentioned the total frustration of the people in country areas
with these plans. They have been through all the processes that should lead to the
benefits we can get from regional planning, but they do not get them. They have done all
the hard work but they get no results because there is no statutory framework under
which these plans should operate. That is very important.

Let me consider the question of the right of the Minister to amend the scheme. It is new
for country shimes but it is not new for the majority of the local government areas within
Perth. Admittedly the system has changed. The current relationship of the metropolitan
region scheme and town planning schemes is that if we bring in a town planning scheme
Or amend a town planning scheme we must conform to the metropolitan region scheme.
In the meantime if there is a conflict between the metropolitan region scheme and the
local government planning scheme, the local government planning scheme overrules the
metropolitan region scheme. However, local governments are required whenever they
amend their schemes to conform - and they are required every five years to review and
conform -

Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: If they have time.

Hon PETER FOSS: The problem has been, of course, that it has not happened.
Interestingly enough, over a period of some 20 years I have struck a council twice - I will
not mention its name - which would specifically keep its town planning scheme well
behind the metropolitan region scheme. In particular it would not rezone as urban or put
on residential codes those areas which were rural in its scheme and had been rural in the
metropolitan region scheme but had been changed to urban through metropolitan region
scheme amendments. It used to try to extract vast quantities of money from developers
in consideration for getting this done. When Hon June Craig was the Minister for Local
Government I had occasion to go to her to make sure that this council, which was then
10 years behind with its scheme, conformed. The legal difficulties in forcing that to
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happen made it almost impossible. We looked at mandamus on the Minister and we
looked at mandamus on the council, but it was almost impossible. Although the theory
has always been that there should be a locked step between the metropolitan region
scheme and local government schemes, the reality of the legislative background is that an
obdurate local government obviously has the capacity to defeat that. That is an unusual
behaviour on the part of a local government. I know the Perth City Council had its own
problems in getting a town planning scheme through. There were some suggestions that
it was more convenient for the Perth City Council to have bylaws rather than a town
planning scheme. Generally speaking, the cost and the difficulty of the process of going
to a town planning scheme put it behind rather than a wish to use the differences for its
own purposes. The worrying thing was that, notwithstanding the goodwill on the part of
90 per cent of the shires, if one misbehaved there was no way we could bring it into line.
Hon A.G. MacTiernian: Some might say they misbehaved but others would say it did
not amount to that.
Hon PETER FOSS: I think that indubitably it is misbehaviour, it is extortion.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: It is quite true to say that it is often the case that by rezoning
land as rural and subdividing it on a case by case basis, they are able to ensure that a
developer makes a substantial contribution to the cost of developing that infrastructure to
a degree that they would not otherwise have. You say that it is a bad thing and that it is
extortion. We argue that it is a way of ensuring that the developer, who is making money
out of the subdivision, makes an adequate contribution.
Hon PETER FOSS: I note the rather lengthy interjection of Hon Alannah MacTiernan.
The law and the intent - there must be this intent - is that the local government schemes
should conform to metropolitan region schemes and that they should conform reasonably
soon. I have no doubt that while that is the law, to seek to not carry out the statutory duty
in order to extract money from people as a result of not having carried out the duty is
improper. I do not have a difficulty with that. Hon Alannah MacTiernan may criticise
the law which perhaps does not give sufficient ability to extract money from developers.
However, we certainly cannot use unlawful means to supplement what is seen as
inadequacies in the law.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: On your own admission it wasn't unlawful.
Hon PETER FOSS: It was definitely unlawful in that the Act was clear that every five
years they were obliged to review their town planning scheme. If it was needed to
comply with the metropolitan region scheme, they were obliged to bring it in. The
problem was that it provided no penalty. The only remedy was that the Minister had the
power to bring in their own scheme. The ways in which they went through that were
somewhat protracted. There is no doubt that it was unlawful; the problem was the
capacity of the Government to exercise some of the remote remedy mandamus in order to
require them to do it, especially as it would require a certain amount of supervision to
ensure they prepared a town planning scheme. It has always been part of the system that
local government schemes should comply with the regional schemes. This Bill brings
that slightly more tightl y into play.
I note Hon Alannah MacTiernan's concerns that there is a weighting on the committee
towards the city. That is appropriate. I do not know whether there is a simple solution to
that. Perhaps it is to be noted that plans are to be brought down where state and regional
interests require it. A state interest could very well be involved. The appropriate answer
to this issue is that history has shown that involvement in a regional scheme does not
decrease the involvement of local government in town planning; it operates to increase it.
The member made the paint that there is no provision for extra funds. The first thing we
should do is get some schemes going. I take the member's point that we may have to
consider a tax in the future. I do not think it would be appropriate for the Government at
this stage to contemplate a non-metropolitan equivalent to the metropolitan region
improvement tax as a method of providing extra funding. Members must keep in mind
that the first thing it plans to do is set how things will be done in future. They do not
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necessarily result in acquisition or expenditure. In the case of the Perth metropolitan
area, a large amount of change has taken place because of the guiding principles in the
scheme rather than from acquisition. Generally, acquisition comes when reservations of
a general nature am created which severely impact on a person's capacity to use the land.
I note the member's comments on the recording of conditions on tidle. There is a basic
difference in philosophy between the member's side of the House and mine as to whether
it is sufficient to make a note on the tidle, as opposed to going further and making the
contract voidable. It is also fair to say that this is a first measure. At the moment we
have nothing. Clear examples exist of where this is dangerous and where it will cause
problems. For example, if there were the availability of a caveat in the system and the
possibility of gaining notice, people would have reacted differently and different things
would have happened. The matter is being considered at various levels by various
people. For instance, my Health Department has an interest in the matter where the
hazard of the land will endanger health. Examples exist from the United States of
America where in some places health has been badly affected by land. This has nothing
to do with subdivision; it is to do with hazardous land, whether it needs subdivision or
not.

Environmental concerns are another issue. Shortly an agreement will be reached
between Ministers on a national level about how the matter will be dealt with from an
environmental point of view. It is legislation in which there is capacity to do something
positive for this area which has been totally without any assistance in a planning
legislation Bill. I would not suggest for one moment that ultimately the procedures
through which hazardous land will be identified, regulated and dealt with will be a
planning issue. It is important that we recognise that there is a place in planning to
recognise hazardous situations in land and that it is important at this stage to start the
process of warning people about that. Ultimately, we will have a more sophisticated, and
probably not planning operated, basis for it.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: How do you think it will act to warn people, given as you said
that people wouldn't be aware of this, certainly until after they had entered into a
contract?

Hon PETER FOSS: There are two reasons it will work. First, it will be discovered
during the process between the contract and settlement, and that will lead to people
drawing up contracts in those circumstances. Second, if there is a formal process, the
word gets around. The problem at the moment is that without a formal process it does
not get into common knowledge. Once the matter does get into common knowledge we
do not have to have any notification on the title. The advantage of an official notification
on the title leads to common knowledge. Certainly people who buy broadacres will think
twice before they buy if they see such a requirement posted on the title.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: That is certainly true if you are buying broadacres.

Hon PETER FOSS: It will carry on down. The important point is that at the moment we
have nothing. I know of examples where people have bought land and there is a
problem. Members all know of such examples. This is not the ultimate solution. It is
incorporated into the planning legislation; therefore, it has a planning method to it. We
will eventually see environmental legislation and health legislation. How that is finally
carried out will be worked out across Australia because it is a problem of' which all States
are conscious. Environment Ministers are dealing with it on a national basis. Rather
than put the entire fully-fledged scheme into place as to how one will ultimately deal
with this particular problem, the important thing is that this planning legislation provides
for it. I do not take the view that it is inadequate. If Hon Alannah MacTiernan takes the
view that it is inadequate she must agree that it is considerably more adequate than the
situation at the moment where nothing goes on title.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiemnan: Except that it has the potential to have a negative effect.

Hon PETER FOSS: I do not believe the planning people will see it as a process for
throwing away their responsibilities. Hon Alannah MacTiernan gave the example of
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Gosnrells. My understanding is that it is the other way around - this would not solve the
problem - and that a policy of the State Planning Commission did not allow subdivision
in Gosnells within the distance of the chook farm. The problem was that the local
government people did not tell the commission that there was a chook farm there when it
decided there would be no subdivision.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: I don't think that's correct.
Hon PETER FOSS: It probably does not matter what I or Hon Alannab MacTiernan
believe are the correct facts; however, it illustrates the point by example. Given my
example is correct, even this problem will not be solved. We must know that the hazard
is there before we can make a note. The process may fall down. However, my
understanding was that in that instance there was an Environmental Protection Authority
suggestion. The State Planning Commission was giving effect to it, but it was not drawn
to its attention.
I agree with Hon Alannah MacTiernan's interpretation of compensation that the person
who buys land knowing about the problem buys at a lower price, and in appropriate cases
that compensation will be paid if the value of that land is enhanced when the regulations
are determined. Hon Alannab MacTiernan supports the penalties. I think I have given
the basis for the superseding powers.
Hon Bob Thomas raised the concerns of local government. We have the support of
groups like the Western Australia Municipal Association, because it discussed,
understood and accepted the legislation. Nothing spreads faster than rumour or the fear
of change. My understanding is that those people in local government who have
followed this closely, and who understand it, are supportive. That does not mean that
people could not have a growing fear, because fear has a tendency to grow, especially if
it is based on ignorance.

Hon Bob Thomas also dealt with the question of appeals. Strictly speaking that is not
within the terms of this debate. Part of that can be answered by saying that the appeal
system is there to be exercised. Whether it is right or wrong, a Minister who allows an
appeal against a local government authority will not be popular with that authority. As a
legal practitioner I found a tendency for local government to be vengeful against people
who had successful appeals to the Town Planning Appeals Tribunal or to the Minister.
Often they did not like the idea of being appealed against or losing an appeal. The appeal
system exists to allow people to bypass local government. It may not like it, but that is
the reason for having appeals. I cannot deal with the particular examples given by Hon
Bob Thomas because obviously I would not be briefed on them.
Hon Kim Chance raised the fact that local government representation is less than 25 per
cent. I believe it will have an important influence. There will be an interaction between
the public servants and local government. They perform slightly different functions. I do
not think we will find public servants impinging on the area of local government, or local
government using the public servants other than for the purpose of getting this to work.
Hon Kim Chance stated that a person such as Dr Wally Cox could be independent
notwithstanding the fear of the possibility that they would do exactly what they were told
by the Government. Hon Kim Chance also stated that Hon Richard Lewis is not proper
because he upholds appeals. I expect that to be the case. One of the reasons Mr Lewis
has been vigorous in his involvement in appeals is that he has a clear policy in mind, and
he has a clear knowledge in the subject. He is one of the few Ministers who is probably
capable of independent decision making, because he happens to have experience in that
area.
Hon Tom Stephens was a little strong in his language. He said the legislation would
destroy the town planning involvement of the local authority. On the contrary, the
experience has been that regional plans do not destroy but enhance local government.
That is historically the case. It does work that way. He asked how many additional
departmental officers would be in the region. I do not know if that has necessarily been
decided. I do know that one of the advantages to come from this is that it will make it
easier for that input to come from DPUD to those people involved in trying to draw
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regional schemes, rather than the present system, which does not have any legislative
backing and which has been a bit of a disappointment and is lacking a coherent method
of approach. Hon Alannab MacTiernan picked up that point. The current regional plans
lack coherence and consistency. Hon Tom Stephens asked how local government would
comment. Again I do not have the precise basis, but I know that the current process is to
make certain of local government input into regional schemes. What will be the cost of
planning? The cost of a regional plan will be a cost to the State, so there is a cost in local
government bringing down its own planning schemes, but that is one of the good things.
The legislation does not put local government out of the planning area; it brings it in.
There will be a cost, but many country shires have already taken up that responsibility.
They have taken a very active role. Some have produced innovative and interesting local
government town planning schemes; others have done nothing. We have a bit of a
patchwork quilt in terms of endeavour. Some local governments in the south west area
are leaders in the area of innovative and exciting town planning schemes. Some of those
ideas have come back to the metropolitan area. One of the advantages of that is that we
will find some cross-fertilisation of ideas between local government authorities in the
country and the city. One of the advantages of small shires with a small number of
people - I found this in the health area as well - is that the opportunity to get a community
behind an idea and come up with innovations is far easier in a small community than it is
in the city. To get people interested in planning in the city one must have an issue. We
must have a confrontationist view. One of the advantages of country planning is that we
tend to get a consensus view. That tends to result in much more interesting and positive
plans than those which come from a confrontationist process in the city. We have a good
chance of getting local government together in the involvement of regional plans, and we
will get some excellent ideas flowing back to the city.
Hon B.K. Donaldson: The central coastal study is an excellent example.
Hon PETER FOSS: That shows where a positive approach to planning can make an
enormous difference. I can imagine a debate such as this taking place with the same
fears being expressed before the Metropolitan Region Town Planning Scheme Act took
effect. I can see how people would see exactly the same problems. That was a very
exciting time for town planning. It was then we saw the blossoming of town planning in
Western Australia and the increased sophistication of town planning and local
government authorities in being able to handle it. This is a very positive step because we
will see country local authorities getting the benefit out of planning that the city
authorities have had since the metropolitan scheme was passed. I believe they will find it
exciting and rewarding to have this mechanism in place. That is why the associations
support it. Those who have been involved in consultation and examination of this
legislation have supported it because they can see the possibility for country people and
for the State of Western Australia. I commend the Bill to the House.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Referral to Standing Committee on Legislation
Hon Bob Thomas moved -

That the Planning Legislation Amendment Bill (No 2) be referred to the
Legislation Committee for consideration and report.

Question put and negatived.
Commnittee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Murray Montgomery) in the Chair; Hon
Peter Foss (Minister for Health) in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1: Short title -
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I indicate that it is not our intention to debate this Bill
clause by clause in Committee. We dealt with our concerns in a reasonable amount of
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detail in the second reading stage. The debate on a clause by clause basis has been dealt
with in the Legislative Assembly. We realise the limitations on this place as a House of
Review. Rather than prolong our agony, we will not debate this Bill clause by clause.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to 67 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Peter Foss (Minister for Health), and passed.

LOAN BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Peter Foss (Minister for
Health), read a first time.

Second Reading
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) ( 12.24 am] I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill seeks the necessary authority for the raising of loans to enable the State to
assume responsibility for the debt raised on its behalf by the Commonwealth under the
1927 financial agreement between the Commonwealth and the States. Authority to
borrow for the purpose of redeeming maturing financial agreement debt has been
provided for in the Loan Acts of the past three years and will continue for a number of
years until the State assumes full responsibility for this particular category of debt.
Redemption of maturing financial agreement debt is in accordance with the agreement
between the States and the Commonwealth that the States would assume responsibility
for this debt on a phased basis over the period 1990-91 to 2005-06. The Commonwealth
compensates the States and territories for the additional borrowing costs of this change
based on interest margins between Commonwealth and state debt applying at, and prior
to, the change. In addition, the Commonwealth provides compensation for its reduced
sinking fund contributions due to the accelerated decline in outstanding debt on which
those contributions are based.
The borrowing authority being sought this year for the raising of loans of up to $145m is
for the purpose of the redemption of maturing financial agreement debt only and no
authority is being sought for borrowings for public purposes generally. The existing
borrowing authority for public purposes generally is more than ample to cover the
planned borrowings of $33. Im to meet the financing requirements of the consolidated
fund as set out in the consolidated fund Estimates Budget paper.
The level of borrowing authorisation for the redemption of maturing financial agreement
debt has been determined after taking into account the unexpired balance of previous
authorisations as at 30 June 1994. It is also necessary to have sufficient borrowing
authority to cover the maturing financial agreement debt for a period of up to six months
after the close of the financial year pending the passing of a similar measure in 1995.
The balance of the authorisation at 30 June 1995 for redemption of maturing financial
agreement debt is estimated to be $63.9m which should be sufficient to cover the
maturing financial agreement debt of $74.lm i in the second half of 1995 after takcing into
account available sinking fund balances.
The balance of the' authorisation at 30 June 1995 for public purposes generally is
estimated to be $258.7m, after taking into account planned borrowings of $33.1m during
1994-95. The available balance mainly reflects the fact that actual borrowings by the
Government in 1993-94 were only $55m compared with the 1993-94 Budget estimate of
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$196,5m and, based on the forward- estimates projections of no borrowings in 1995-96
and 1996-97, it is likely that this borrowing authorisation will be adequate for several
years to come.
The machinery nature of this Bill is consistent with the corresponding provisions in the
Loan Acts of the past three years which have also contained the authority to borrow for
the purpose of redeeming maturing financial agreement debt. In accordance with clause
4 of the Bill, the proceeds of all loans raised under this authority for redeeming maturing
financial agreement debt must be credited to an account called the "Redemption of
Financial Agreement Debt Account" which is to be part of the trust fund under the
Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 and that moneys in the account are to be
used only for the purpose of redeeming maturing financial agreement debt. In addition to
seeking the authority for loan raisings, the Bill also permanently appropriates moneys
from the consolidated fund to meet principal repayments, interest and other expenses of
borrowings under this authority. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Bob Thomas.

MOTION - METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT
No 933-33 BURS WOOD BRIDGE AND ROAD, DISALLOWANCE

HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [12.28 am]: I move -

That the Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment No 933/33 Burswood Bridge
and Road, City of Perth, published in the Government Gazette on 17 June 1994
and tabled in the Legislative Council on 25 October 1994 be, and is hereby,
disallowed.

This motion deals with the Burswood bridge and Burswood Road reserve. Itris within the
framework of the major Perth regional plan to the year 2021, 27 years hence. The south
east and north east corridor plans are part of the major plan. It is estimated that the
population of Perth will increase from about 1.2 million to 2 million people in that time.
It assumes an increase for public transport to the Perth core area from 30 per cent in 1986
to over 50 per cent in 2021. Of the central business districts of 30 cities studied by
Newman and Kenworthy in their extensive work on car use in cities, the Perth CBD has
the second highest provision of parking spaces per thousand.
It is now recognised that freeways, highways and all major roads generate traffic and that
traffic expands to saturate the roads built to cater for it. That is a positive feedback.
While vehicles and affordable fuel are available we will continue to have that increase.
Burswood Bridge and Roe Highway will inevitably feed more cars into the city via
Leederville, Lord Street and especially East Parade. The Mecroplan, in the same way as
these other amendments, lacks any idea to change from that system of car dependency. It
continues the low density, car dependent pattern for Perth, Marcia D. Lowe, who is a
constant contributor to the Worldwatch books, which are probably among the most used
documents for environmental protection in universities around the world, is probably one
of the most respected contributors to that publication. She writes -

The automobile once pmomised a dazzling world of speed, freedom, and
convenience, magically conveying people wherever the road would take them.
Given these alluring qualities, it is not surprising that people around the world
enthusiastically embraced the dream of car ownership. But societies that have
built their transport systems around the automobile are now waking up to a much
harsher reality. The problems created by overreliance on the car are outweighing
its benefits.
These problems are numerous and widespread. Traffic congestion and air
pollution plague all major cities, and oil dependence makes economies
vulnerable. Metropolises with streets designed for cars instead of people are
increasingly unlivable. In developing countries, automobiles serve only a small
elite and leave the vast majority with inadequate transport.

She later writes -
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Improving automotive technology can never completely solve these troubles.
Enhanced fuel efficiency and pollution control are at least partly offset by the
sheer amount of additional driving, as some 35 million new cars roll off assembly
lines each year.

This Burswood plan promulgates that sort of picture, so we have to look carefully at
whether we want such a city.

[Quorum formed.]

Hon J.A. SCOTT: The objections to continued car dependence in cities are well known
and often vigorously presented by many people who have been opposed to the freeway
and bridge in question. The main objections are congestion, noise, air pollution,
accidents, social dislocation, the high cost of roads and vehicles, consumption of land and
urban sprawl. Consider the economic effect of urban sprawl: Servicing outer urban
blocks with gas and electricity cost about $53 000 per block a few years ago. Adding
those costs to the new blocks each year involves a huge amount of money, whereas iii
inner urban areas which already have many of these facilities the cost is only $2 000 per
block. In that sense the car costs us many, many millions of dollars more than just
highways. That is another real cost of this program. If we keep pushing this way we are
increasing not merely the cost of accidents, pollution and social dislocation but huge
economic costs through the greater infrastructure that is required. Whatever gains people
think they get from increased fuel efficiencies is diminished with this sprawl through the
highways because people must travel further. Therefore, the fact that the cars are cheaper
to run is lost in the extra distances they are travelling. There is no gain at all. In fact
studies in the United States show that the average motorist is using more fuel now than
before. We have only one option with this plan, out of the many options we could have
for moving people around or ensuring they do not need to do that amount of travelling in
the first place. The plan is a shift away from what is happening in other cities in the
world which are waking up and moving towards strong public transport and a move back
to the thinking of the days of the Stephenson plan, when everybody thought that the car
would be free to run forever without constraint.

In the coming years we must also look at oil supplies, which are finite. If there are no
new discoveries of indigenous oil by 2005 our production will fall to half of this year's
level and imports will increase from $600m to more than $6 OO0m in the year 2005. This
sort of rise will cause huge problems for our economy. To continue with the sorts of
policies that are asking people to use more fuel is a very stupid move by any
Government. Our self-sufficiency in this area will fall from 85 per cent to 20 per cent.
Despite the new discovery up north we will need to find one of those fields every year to
be able to maintain our present level. If we are looking to a city that will be operational
in 20 years, we must consider systems that will support that type of living into that period
because we have very large supplies of other fossil fuels in this State. However, they do
not go into petrol tanks in cars. Coal at this point cannot be used in that way. Given its
high pollution potential it is probably a good thing it cannot be used. Therefore, we
should be examining a system by which we can use reserves in a more efficient and less
polluting way.
There are obvious ways we can do that; that is, through a public transport system such as
light and heavy rail. When we look to the long term it is then we see how stupid is the
whole freeway project. It would not be so bad if it was just this one, but there seems to
be a push by the Minister for Transport to cover our metropolitan area with roads that we
do not really need. He is creating solutions to problems we do not have, as I have read of
the description by the consultant who studied the widening of Stirling highway. The
planners must study the evidence available and it is now well-known that when these
roads are built, traffic is created. A problem is not solved, it is created. In that respect it
is a total waste of time putting in that freeway, all the more so because we will not have
the fuel on which to run the vehicles soon after the freeway is built at great expense.
Freeways are also very disruptive to the areas in which they pass through. The freeway
proposed in this amendment will be polluting and altogether have a detrimental impact
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on the City of Perth. When considering setting up systems such as the Burswood Bridge
and freeway, we should consider the impact an other areas of this State. Hon Peter Foss
correctly pointed out that Perth city is regarded as an important place for most Western
Australians, not just for the people who live in the central area. The allocation of large
amounts of money to provide roads that are not really necessary in the metropolitan area
denies funding for degraded woads in our country areas. As Hon Eric Charlton rightly
pointed out, those roads should be upgraded and repaired.
It will also take from the fuel supplies of the agricultural and mining industry being set
up in the country areas. These are occupations that are totally reliant on oil supplies.
They cannot operate without them. Farming relies on fuel not only to power the
machinery for driving around the paddocks but also to produce the herbicides and the
fertilisers that are used on those paddocks. It is a very fuel dependent industry. To be
using our fuel in a way that is so wasteful and detrimental to us all is, I think, a crazy path
to take. I cannot imagine why the Government wants to continue down that backward
path.
The other factor to be taken into consideration is that as a result of the diminishing oil
supplies the age of cheap oil will be soon over and the small number of aging oil fields
that supply the bulk of the oil will require heavier expenditure. As the supply diminishes
the price to retrieve the oil will increase and the price to continue running cars on those
freeways will also increase. Therefore, we should be changing now to systems that we
can afford. It is fairly well documented that we no longer have a tanker fleet to bring that
oil to our city. It is becoming so aged and decrepit that most insurance companies are
reluctant to insure it at this point. We will need new shipping fleets and I believe the cost
to replace that will be $1l00b.
It is obvious that the metropolitan plan totally ignores the fact that fuel will not be
available to drive that plan, which is based almost completely on private car transport.
The availability of that is very unlikely as we head into the next century. To consider a
27 year plan based on private motor vehicle transport on freeways is a great error in
judgment. If we do not have such a system, obviously we need alternative proposals
which must have a strong public transport orientation, particularly with vehicles that are
not dependent on petroleum. We will not be able to afford to use buses in the same way,
but we have the capability of powering buses by gas. That too is a much more finite
resource than some of our other energy resources that can be used by rail systems. In
planning for such highways today, we must recognise that in the past those modes of
transport did work for the City of Perth but they no longer will. They will fail us in the
next 25 years. I do not want us to create a white elephant or place another burden on the
people of this State, and this project will certainly do that.
One of the problems with the planning at the moment is that we have the top down
approach where for many years we have had people involved in road building projects
who do not want to change their ways. We need to have a more consultative bottom up
approach where we develop fair and just rules for the participation of all who wish to be
part of that process. We need to develop criteria for the evaluation of options with a
focus on win-win solutions rather than the conflicting problems that we have today with
our planning system. The options need to be evaluated, and that has not happened in this
instance. There has been no real costing of the alternatives to the highway system in
Perth. We have got only one type of solution which has not looked at the other
possibilities which we could use.
One can say only that this project belongs to the last decade. It will not be an advance for
Perth. It will lock us into economic loss if it goes ahead, and I have some doubt that it
will go ahead because I do not think it will be affordable. I would like to see the
Government bite the bullet and be more revolutionary in regard to developing public
transport systems for this State rather than go along the same old road and leave us in a
position where we have a transport system which no-one can use. I move -

That the Metropolitan Scheme Amendment No 933/33 Burswood Bridge and
Road, City of Perth, published in the Governent Gazette on 17 June 1994 and
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tabled in the Legislative Council on 25 October 1994 be, and is hereby,
disallowed.

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) [12.55 am]: The
arguments put forward by Hon Jim Scott we have heard previously. He states a number
of matters and then tells us we should do something about it. His solutions normally are
somewhat unrealistic and, generally speaking, are not proper solutions. I was interested
to hear his statement that roads create traffic. Having lived in London for a period of
time when we had all the things that supposedly are of assistance - a large amount of
fairly high density housing, a good public transport system, and few woads - one would
expect Perth to be a paradise. However, year by year we see increasingly choking traffic
and pollution as cars sit in traffic which is not moving. Hon Jim Scott would have us
believe that if we did not construct these roads, these problems would not come to
Western Australia, that a public transport system would instantly solve the problem, and
that there is an alternative. I am sure at times there are alternatives, but it is not as simple
as the member would suggest, nor are the arguments as simplistic as the member would
make them. While I admit that Hon Jim Scott has properly drawn attention to many of
the problems around the world, I do not yet believe that he has the solution to the
problem or that his condemnation of this proposal is appropriate. We are lucky in Perth
to live in a city where planning has, generally speaking, been ahead of problems, and we
should ensure that we stay that way. Accordingly, the Government opposes the motion.
HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [12.56 am]: The Minister for Health, as
usual, states that I am talking about unreal solutions. I was talking about real situations.
From where does the Minister imagine he will get oil to power cars in 20 years? The
Government should realise that oil supplies are finite. I will table tonight an occasional
paper from the Institute of Science and Technology Policy, and I would like government
members to read and understand that paper.
Hon George Cash: Do you want to table it for the balance of today's sitting?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I will seek leave to do that at the conclusion of my remarks.
Hon B.K. Donaldson: What about solar power for vehicles?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: It does not matter what power we have; we will still end up with
congestion if we have single occupant vehicles. Solar power will make a lot of
difference in many ways but -

Hon B.K. Donaldson: You are talking about pollution, but solar powered cars will not
cause pollution.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: No, but we are talking about not just pollution but also other
problems. I referred to urban sprawl, which is very costly. Members opposite do not
seem to understand that if a third of the space were taken up with single occupant
vehicles, it would spread out over a large area, whereas public transport systems that are
efficient can carry a large number of people more quickly. It costs three times as much
as public transport to drive a private car. Private vehicles also cause a larger number of
deaths and accidents.

Hon Peter Foss: I kept my comments brief.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The Minister said that my solutions are unrealistic. The Minister's
arguments are unrealistic. It is unrealistic to put in highways. The Minister does not
want to understand that the whole system will collapse if we do not have oil to power the
vehicles. He does not realise that oil supplies around the world are dwindling as people
are using a greater amount of oil every day. There has been a vast expansion in the
amount of petroleum used in the Asian region. It will continue to grow very much more
quickly. There will be much more competition for remaining fuel supplies. The United
States will run out of domestic fuel supplies completely in about 10 years. Hon Peter
Foss spoke about unreal solutions. I believe the Government is providing an unreal
solution with this amendment. The Leader of the House may smile and joke, but it is
true.
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Hon George Cash: I wouldn't want you to think that I was smiling at you. I was not
listening to you. I was listening to the Minister for Education.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I apologise for my misconception. Anybody who believes that the
continuation of these urban sprawl-type policies is good for the city, as does Hon Peter
Foss, does not have the courage or the ability to pick up on any other solution. They
refer to the different solutions proposed by people as pie in the sky stuff. Unfortunately,
those pie in the sky attitudes come from the Government benches. That pie in the sky
attitude is one that believes we can go on in the same way and not have problems.
The pie in the sky attitude ignores the experiences of other cities which have turned
around and changed their attitudes, flat pie in the sky attitude is staying in the 1940s
where Hon Peter Foss is firmly entrenched. Until the Government thinks about this a
little harder, this city will have major problems. It continues to listen to the old type of
engineers who work for this Government. It is the same sort of attitude that is expressed
by the Minister for Planning who has not noticed any change in the river for 40 years!
No wonder they say I talk pie in the sky stuff when I want to see changes to the city. I
persist with my objection to this amendment and once again move for its disallowance.
Question put and negatived.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - SPECIAL
On motion, without notice, by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), resolved -

That the House at its rising adjourn until Thursday, 8 December 1994, at
10.00 am.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - ORDINARY
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [1.03 am]: I
move -

That the House do now adjourn.
Adjournent Debate - Dive Wreck, Geographe Bay Site

HON HARRY HOUSE (South West) [1.03 am]: At this late hour, I will keep the
House only for a short time.
Hon George Cash: That is what they all say.
Hon BARRY HOUSE: I will not be four hours like Hon Kim Chance. I want to express
my disappointment at the apparent scuttling of a proposal to establish a dive wreck in the
safe, shallow waters of Geographe Bay off Dunsborough. That proposal has been
scuttled by two events. First, the over exuberance of the Navy in exercises it conducted
on HMAS Derwene which rendered it dangerous and unsuitable as a dive wreck and,
secondly, Kim Beazley's new found interest in Rockingham -

Hon Graham Edwards: It was never going down there anyway.
Hon BARRY HOUSE: - which happens to be in the Brand electorate.
The HMAS Derwent had been decommissioned. A great deal of interest was shown in
using chat decommissioned boat as a dive wreck. It was a very exciting and worthwhile
proposal for the future use of a navy resource and it would have been welcomed by
thousands of Western Australian divers. It would have attracted marine life and provided
a very valuable focal point for tourism in local waters.
Three proposals were put forward for sites, including Rottniest, Rockingham and
Geographe Bay off Dunsborough. There has been an exhaustive and comprehensive
round of inquiries and proposals and submissions to the Navy and there seemed to be
agreement on a couple of things. The Navy seemed to be happy to see the Derwent used
as a dive wreck on the condition that no extra cost would be involved to the Navy in
scuttling the ship; that the safety concerns involved with a dive wreck had to be covered;
and that the State Government was prepared to accept ownership and responsibility
through what is called a deed of gift.
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Rottnest was ruled out as a suitable site because it was determined that the seas off
Rottnest were too rough and the ship would be unsafe and possibly would break up.
Rockingham was ruled out because it was too close to shipping lanes. That left
Geographe Bay which proved to be a very suitable site and came up as the much
preferred site. It passed the test on all fronts. The proposed site is in about 30 mets of
water off Dunsborough, in an area close to a tyre reef which was put in about six years
ago and which has, incidentally, proved to be very successful in attracting marine life. It
is a relatively shallow area with calm and stable water. Additionally, the area was
proposed for marine park status in a government report earlier this year. Incidentally,
that would have solved many of the issues relating to ownership and liability.
All of the costs of the anticipated transport of HMAS Derweni from Stirling base to
Geographe Bay were to be covered by a local syndicate. A very enthusiastic and
effective local group, headed by Paul McGovern and supported by the Busselton and
Dunsborough Chambers of Commerce, raised about $50 000 to cover the cost of
transporting the Denven: to the area and all of the other issues such as insurance and
other liabilities. It was all systems go until yesterday when it all seemed to amount to
nothing. A few weeks ago, the Navy, after the HMAS Derwent had been
decommissioned, used it as target practice and blew it to smithereens off Fremnantle. It
seemed to go completely overboard and detonated explosives in the boat and used it for
target practise.

Hon Graham Edwards: In an endeavour to find out whether it could protect sailors from
all sorts of rocket attacks.
Hon BARRY HOUSE: I am sure there was a reason for it. However, it went overboard
with the explosives and made the HMAS Derwent unsafe and dangerous to use as a dive
wreck.
Hon Graham Edwards: You can understand the need for the Navy to want to try to
protect the men and women who serve ofl those ships.
Hon BARRY HOUSE: I understand that. However, I am deeply disappointed and regret
that the HMAS Derwen: has been damaged to the extent where, the only thing left for it
is to shift it, when conditions are suitable, to an area about 12 miles off Rottnest and sink
it.

The end result for the HMAS Denveni is a waste because it could have provided an
excellent tourist facility.

Yesterday in the Senate a question was posed to Senator Robert Ray, the Minister for
Defence, about the availability of Navy ships. It is obvious from the answer to that
question that Kim Beazley has begun his pork-barrelling campaign for the electorate of
Brand. He managed to obtain a commitment from Senator Ray to have the next Navy
boat which becomes available in possibly two to four years' time sunk off Rockingham
to be used as a dive wreck. I understand it will be the HMAS Swan. It is despicable that
the Labor Federal Government is prepared to use taxpayer-funded defence assets to shore
up Kim Beazley's hopes in his new electorate. The people in that electorate do not know
him and they resent having him there. They also resent having him imposed upon them
for no other reason than his personal political ambitions. The Federal Government's
move in respect of the siting of a dive wreck goes against the research which clearly
establishes that Geographe Bay is the best site. It goes against the Navy's
recommendations which recommended Geographe Bay over Rockingham.

In addition to HMAS Swan, which I understand may be decommissioned in about two
years, another Navy boat is due for decommissioning in a couple of years and I refer to
HMAS Torrens. I sincerely hope that out of all of this both boats will be sited off the
Western Australian coast and used as dive wrecks. They would become very valuable
tourist focal points. .
Hon Graham Edwards: Off Rockingham.

Hon BARRY HOUSE: If Rockingham is destined to get one so be it. I guess it is the
federal Labor Government's prerogative to make a political decision to put it there. The
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site off Geagraphe Bay is the preferred site. On the Navy's recommendation it would be
die best site. Now that HMAS Derwent is flat available I sincerely hope that either the
HIMAS Swan or the HMAS Torrens becomes available in Rockingham, if members
apposite like, or Geagraphe Bay in the next two to four years.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1. 13 amn (Thursday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TAPE - GERALDTON COLLEGE
Independent College Proposal

153. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Employment and Training:
Does the Government propose to make Geraldcon College of TAPE an
independent college?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
It is proposed to make Geraldton College of TAPE an autonomous
institution under a proposed new vocational education and training Act.

SCHOOLS - ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
176. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

Has a new environmental educational curriculum been introduced into
primary and secondary schools since 1993?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
No. The Education Department supports a cross-curriculum approach to
the teaching of environmental education. Various aspects of
environmental education are addressed in different subject syllabuses and
courses from year 1 to year 12.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
720. Hon MARK NEVI.L to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it correct that in denying tenure to Dr D. Rindos the University of
Western Australia considered allegedly false and non-academic mactens in
camera?

(2) Is it correct that UWA officers stated in writing that, in relation to these
matters, Dr Rindos and his supporters should not be given an opportunity
to appear or allowed to inspect relevant documents or reply to assertions?

(3) Can the Minister say whether Dr Rindos was informed about these
matters?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(3)

Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility
of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
question are such that I could not be expected to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly..

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
721. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

(1) Was a secret file about Dr Rindos created by the University of Western
Australia?

(2) What purpose was served in creating such a file?
(3) Were the contents of this file used by the university when considering the

question of Dr Rindos' tenure?
(4) To whom, unconcerned with the question of tenure, was the file shown? C
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(5) Why were statements about matters contained in this file referred to
publicly by the Vice Chancellor?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(5) Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility

of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
question are such that I could not be expected to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
722. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the disappearance of documents supporting Dr Rindos' case from
University of Western Australia files been investigated?

(2) If so, by whom?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility

of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
question are such that I could not be expected to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
724. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

Is the Minister aware of the existence of University of Western Australia
documents that support the allegation that the decision to deny Dr Rindos
tenure was made before formal procedures relating to the matter were
commenced?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility
of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
question are such that I could not be expected to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, T ENURE CASE
725. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

Did the Vice Chancellor of the University of Western Australia ignore the
advice provided via normal channels regarding Dr Rindos' tenurability?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility
of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
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privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
question are such that I could not be expected to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
726. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

Why was Dr Rindos denied the ability to translate Co the University of
Western Australia department that wished to employ him while very
favourable arrangements were made to transfer archaeologists to the
anthropology department?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility
of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
question are such that I could not be expected to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
727. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

Why were charges such as sexual harassment, plagiarism and
".pornography mongering" made against Dr Rindos by members of the
archaeology department followed up by the University of Western
Australia while at the same time the clear recommendations of two official
UWA committees regarding the conditions in archaeology were not fully
and openly pursued?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility
of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
question are such that I could not be expected to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
728. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

Is the Minister aware that the results of internal University of Western
Australia investigations revealing evidence of academic and sexual
impropriety, earlier reported by Dr Rindos, were suppressed, and not
supplied to the UWA Senate?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility
of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
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question are such chat I could not be expec ted to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSIT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
729. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

Is the Minister satisfied, in light of the University of Western Australia
Vice Chancellor's assurances, that the procedures followed by the
university in dealing with Dr Rindos' tenure were fair and objective?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Universities are statutory bodies whose management is the responsibility
of senates or councils. Their legislation ensures that Ministers are not
privy to the details of their day to day operations. The issues raised by the
question are such that I could not be expected to have detailed knowledge
appropriate to answer them. I understand that the matters being addressed
by the questions are the subject of investigations by the Industrial
Relations Commission. I have referred the questions to the Vice
Chancellor with the request that the information be provided to the
member directly.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - CAPITAL EXPENDITURE IN
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS

746. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Will the Minister confirm that capital expenditure in the Education
Department, excluding capital expenditure for the non-government sector,
has fallen in real terns by 4.2 per cent in this year's Budget?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The 1993-94 Budget appropriated $69.524mn for capital expenditure in
government schools. The corresponding allocation in the 1994-95 Budget
is $68.188m.

COACHES (MOTOR VEHICLES) - ILLEGAL REMOVAL, LESLIE STREET,
CANNINGTON

1032. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:
(1) Why have the police failed to charge the persons responsible for the illegal

removal of a coach from the front yard of Mr Trevor Browne of 2A Leslie
Street, Cannington at about 6.30 pm on Friday, 23 September 1~994?

-(2) Why, considering the complaint and the witnesses, have the police not laid
charges of dangerous driving against the driver of the coach as he drove
away in the process of illegally removing the coach?

(3) Will the Minister for Police have this matter investigated and if warranted
lay charges against the persons concernied for the illegal removal of the
coach?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

(1) 1 am advised by the Commissioner of Police that this is a civil
dispute concerning a lease contract which includes the rights to
repossession of the coach.
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(2) The Commissioner of Police advises that upon investigation no
evidence was found of an offence under the Road Traffic Act.

(3) As Minister for Police, I have no power to investigate matters or
lay charges. As indicated in (1) above, the issue was considered to
be a civil matter by the Police Department and therefore the matter
did not require funkier action.

RINDOS, DR - UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, TENURE CASE
1070. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:

(1) Will the Minister explain to the House the reason for delay in reply to
questions on notice 720 and 728 (which were asked in the House on
11I August 1994) relating to the sacking of Dr David Rindos at the
University of Western Australia?

(2) Has the information to answer these questions been given to the Minister's
office by the Vice Chancellor, or by Professor Stanley before he left his
position at the university?

(3) If so, when?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(3) Answers to questions on notice 720-722 and 724-729 are provided today.

Question on notice 723 did not relate to Dr David Rindos and was
answered previously.

TRAINING, DEPARTMENT OF - TAFE COLLEGES
Enrolments Reduction; Funds Reimbursement

1108. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) How much funding has the Western Australian Department of Training

had to return to the Australian National Training Authority because of the
failure of its TAFFE colleges to enrol a sufficient number of students in
1994?

(2) Is it correct that because of this WADOT will not receive any growth
funds in 1995?

(3) What changes does WADOT intend to make to the management structure
and personnel of its TAFE colleges to remedy this situation?

(4) Why has WADOT imposed restrictions on TAFE colleges in 1995 that
will force TAFE colleges to offer fewer student places in 1995?

(5) H-ow many fewer student hours will be offered in 1995 at each college as a
result of this?

(6) What will be the job losses as a result of these cutbacks?
(7) Why is it that, in a period of economic prosperity with employment at an

all time high, with high levels of unemployment and significantly
increased federal funding available, WADOT is reducing the output of its
TAFE colleges?

(8) As one of the major causes of fewer students in TAPE colleges is the
inefficiency of the "clearing house", when will the responsibility for
enrolling students be given back to the colleges?

(9) Has the Minister been made aware of what will happen to student
enrolments in TAFE colleges in 1995?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Nil.
(2) No.
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(3) Not applicable.
(4) No restrictions have been imposed.
(5)-(7) Not applicable.
(8) The TAFE admissions system introduced by the previous Government

will not be abandoned in favour of the previous inequitable first come first
served method of entry to TAFE award courses. However, the system is
constantly being assessed to improve its performance.

(9) Yes.
SCHOOLS - PRIMARY
Classrooms, Average Size

112 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Mini swr for Edu cation:
(1) What is the average classroom size for country primary schools?
(2) What is the average classroom size for metropolitan primary schools?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

These statistics are not readily available. Notwithstanding this, the area of
most classrooms in primary schools would be in the range of 60 to 64
square metres. However, if the member is referring to class sizes the
answer is -

(1) 25.7.
(2) 28.0.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF
MANUAL ARTS EQUIPMENT

1130. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
I refer the Minister to the premature closure of the machinery maintenance
section of the Education Department which was based at B alga TAFE and
ask -

(1) Is the Minister aware that a lack of continuity of servicing and
maintenance of school manual arcs equipment and machinery has
occurred as a result of the premature closure of this section?

(2) Is it correct that there has been no current ongoing maintenance and
servicing of machinery in schools throughout the State?

(3) Is it safe for school children to operate machinery that has not been
serviced?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(3) The Building Management Authority will undertake maintenance and

repair of all manual arts equipment as a normal breakdown repair item.
Ongoing maintenance and servicing will continue to be provided as part of
the normal school building survey report process.

SCHOOLS - EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRES
Staff Numbers; Students

1143. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many teachers are there in Western Australia working in education

support centres?
(2) Has there been an increase in the number of students in education support

centres during this Government's term?
(3) If yes, has there been a commensurate increase in the number of education

support staff?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) In 1994 there arm 589 full time equivalent education support teachers in

the Western Australian government school system funded through CRF.
(2) Yes. The 1994 July census indicates that there has been an increase in the

number of students with intellectual disabilities of 108 students.
(3) Yes. There has been an extra allocation of 10 full time equivalent

teachers.
POLICE - TWO ROCKS, PATROL VEHICLES AND BACKUP

1149. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Leader of the House representing the
Minister for Police:
(1) Is the Minister for Police aware of the concern of a police spokesman who

has advised the Wanneroo Times (1 November 1994, page 9) that only one
police van is available to patrol the entire coastal region from Whitford to
Two Rocks?

(2) If the Minister is aware, what action is he taking to remedy the situation?
(3) What backup is available to the Joondalup Police Station when the one

available police van is committed at Two Rocks?
(4) What backup is available should police require immediate support when

attending to calls in the Two Rocks area, where does that backup come
from and what is the response time?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

(1) 1 am aware of the unauthorised comments made by an unidentified
police officer in the Wanneroo Times. The Commissioner of
Police advises that these comments are inaccurate. Patrol vehicles
operate from Two Rocks and Joondalup Station and it is not
uncommon to have three patrol vehicles covering this area
supported by personnel from the liquor and gaming branch,
79 division, traffic branch, anti theft squad and the independent
patrol group. At present special patrols are operating on Thursday
and Friday nights to target identified trouble spots in the region.

(2) See (1) above.
(3) The commissioner advises that patrol vehicles operate on a

regional basis. Should a van from Joondalup be committed to the
Two Rocks area, the region continues to be patrolled by vehicles
from Warwick, Wanneroo, Ballajura and other support groups
identified in reply to question (1).

(4) See (1) and (3) above. Tasking duties are prioritised, therefore
response times vary. If the matter is urgent, backup would be
provided by other patrol vehicles in the Joondalup region and the
response time would depend on where the backup vehicle was
located when it was called upon to respond.

POLICE - JOONDALUP STATION
Additional Officers

1150. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Leader of the House representing the
Minister for Police:
(1) Can the Minister for Police confirm that the Joondalup Police Station has

had no increase in numbers since the station was opened?
(2) If this is not correct, how many additional officers have been posted to

Joondalup Police Station since it opened?
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Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

I am advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

(1) Joondalup Police Station has had an increase in staff numbers
since its opening in April 1992.

(2) Three additional officers were approved for Joondalup Police
Station on 7 May 1993 and commenced duties on 5 July 1993. A
further two positions were approved for the Joondalup Court on
8 July 1994 and the officers will soon commence duties.

POLICE - BEAUMARIS BY THE SEA ESTATE, VANDALISM CONTROL
1151. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Leader of the House representing the

Minister for Police:
(1) What steps are the police caking to combat vandalism and hooliganism in

the Beaumaris by the Sea estate?
(2) Are these measures sufficient to solve the problem?
(3) If not, what further steps is the Minister for Police prepared to take?
(4) In view of the fact that the lack of a police presence is leading to residents

adopting an antagonistic vigilante-type attitude to all teenagers in the area,
including those legitimately using local facilities, will the Minister take
action to have an additional police presence assigned to the area?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

I am advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

(1) Police continually monitor activities in the Joondalup region by
way of a regional crime collator. Attention is then given to
identified areas of concern by special patrols, the anti theft squad
and community policing officers. This has been the case regarding
Beaumaris by the Sea estate. Special patrols have been visiting the
area including other trouble spots in the region and the local
community policing officer is liaising with the community to
introduce appropriate schemes to assist in combating crime.

(2) Although there has been a downturn in crime reports in the area in
the short term, the patrols have not been running long enough to
determine if this will be an ongoing trend.

(3) If present arrangements are not successful, a further analysis of the
situation will be carried out and new initiatives put in place.

(4) There is no evidence to suggest residents in general are adopting a
vigilante approach. There was an isolated incident when a
concerned resident approached a group of youths in a park,
suspecting they were there for an unlawful purpose. The resident
was abused by the youths.

LAND ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF - SEARCH ORDERING
PROCESS

1158. Hon N.D. GRIFFIT-S to the Minister for Lands:
(1) Can the Minister confirm that the search ordering process of the

Department of Land Administration is not to be privatised?
(2) If so, when was that decision made?
(3) What were the reasons for that decision?
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(4) Why was it earlier decided to privatise the search ordering process?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(0-(4) Thle Department of Land Administration did consider contracting aspects

of the ordieuing and delivering of seaghes; however, this was reviewed
and not proceeded with. The department's land titles division is
responsible for title document registration, processing and searching and
will continue to be responsible in the foreseeable future.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICERS. ACTING

1163. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Education representing the
Minister for Commerce and Trade:

For each department and agency or statutory authority under the Minister
for Commerce and Trade's portfolio -
(1) Which chief executive officers are currently employed in an acting

capacity in that position?
(2) When did they commence acting in the position?
(3) Which of them has applied for appointment to the substantive

position?
(4) When did they apply for this appointment?
(5) What is the reason for any delay in confirming any of these

appointments?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply -

(1) Mr K. Kinsella, Acting Director, Gascoyne Development
Commission

Mr 1. Johnston, Acting Director, Geraldton Mid-West
Development Commission

Mr S. Yule, Acting Director, Great Southern Development
Commission

Mr J. Gooding, Acting Director, Kimberley Development
Commission

Mr K. Fisher, Acting Director, Peel Development Commission
Mr D. Singe. Acting Director, Wheatbelt Development

Commission
(2) Mr Kinsella commenced acting on 1. 1.93

Mr Johnston commenced acting on 1. 1.93
Mr Yule commenced acting on 15.3.93
Mr Gooding commenced acting on 1. 1.93
Mr Fisher commenced acting on 1. 1.93
Mr Singe commenced acting on 1. 1.93

(3)-(5) It is considered inappropriate to comment on the detail of any
particular appointment action which has not been finalised. Action
to fill the positions is proceeding in accordance with usual
procedures.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICERS, ACTING

1188. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Seniors:

For each department and agency or statutory authority under the Minister
for Seniors' portfolio -
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(1) Which chief executive officers are currently employed in an acting
capacity in that position?

(2) When did they commence acting in the position?
(3) Which of them has applied for appointment to the substantive

position?
(4) When did they apply for this appointment?
(5) What is the reason for any delay in confirming any of these

appointments?
Hon EdJ. CHARLTON replied:

Answer provided by the Minister for Seniors -

(I)-(5) Not applicable.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - CHIEF EXECUTIVE

OFFICERS, ACTING
1194. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Health representing the

Minister for Planning:
For each department and agency or statutory authority under the Minister
for Planning's portfolio -

(1) Which chief executive officers are currently employed in an acting
capacity in that position?

(2) When did they commence acting in the position?
(3) Which of them has applied for appointment to the substantive

position?
(4) When did they apply for this appointment?
(5) What is the reason for any delay in confirming any of these

appointments?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) None.
(2)-(5) Not-applicable.

SCHOOLS - BOORAGOON PRIMARY
Asbestos Roof Replacement

1198. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the inister for Education:
With regard to Booragoon Primary School -

(1) When is the asbestos roof to be replaced?
(2) When is the bitumen to be resurfaced?
(3) Is the school to be provided with a music room?

Hon NEF. MOORE replied:
(1) It is planned to replace the asbestos cement roofs during January 1995.
(2) The resurfacing of the bitumen will be considered for funding in 1995-96.
(3) There are no current plans to provide a music room at the school.

SCHOOLS - BALDIVIS PRIMARY
Playground Facilities Upgrade; Education Support Staff

1200. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Baldivis Primary School -
(1) Are the school's playground facilities to be upgraded?
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(2) Is the school to be allocated education support staff'?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No.
(2) No. The Cockburn District Education Support Management Committee

has not indicated any requirement for education support teacher time at
Baldivis Primary Schooi for 1995.

SCHOOLS - EASTERN GOLDFIELDS SENIOR HIGH
Upgrading

1201. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Eastern Gloldfields Senior High School -
(1) When is the air-conditioning in the gym area to be repaired?
(2) When is the manual arts area's roof to be repaired?
(3) When are the bench tops in the science area to be repaired/replaced?
(4) Is the administration area to be upgraded?
(5) .Is a performing arts centre to be provided at the school?
(6) Is extra storage space to be provided?
(7) Are the sporting facilities scheduled for upgrading?
(8) If so, when is this to occur?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The upgrading of the air-conditioning in the gymnasium is currently out to

tender, and the work should be undertaken in the near future.
(2) The roof of the manual arts area will be replaced during the forthcoming

school vacation.
(3) The replacement/repair of the bench tops in the science area will be

completed in time for the 1995 school year.
(4)-(7) An upgrade of the administration area and sporting facilities and the

provision of a performing arts centre and additional storage space have
been listed for consideration in the compilation of the 1995-96 capital
works program.

(8) Not applicable.
SCHOOLS - MIRRABOOKA SENIOR HIGH

Upgrading
1202. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Mirrabooka Senior High School -

(1) Is the school to undergo general maintenance?
(2) If so, when?
(3) Are there any plans to provide the school with a performing arts

centre?
(4) Is the administration area to be upgraded?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2)

An amount of $106 450 has been allocated for maintenance and minor
works projects at the school as part of the 1994-95 school maintenance
program.

(3) The school will be considered for the provision of a performing arts
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facility when the details of future capital works programs are being
prepared.

(4) The school has been listed as a priority for an administration upgrade and
the project will be given every consideration for inclusion in the 1995-96
capital works program.

SCHOOLS - HELENA VALLEY PRIMARY
Covered Assembly Area

1203. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Helena Valley Primary School, when is the school to
receive an undercover assembly area?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Education Department has listed the school for a covered assembly
area as part of a future capital works program.

SCHOOLS - EDGEWATER PRIMARY
Upgrading

1205. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Edgewater Primary School -

(1) When is the school to receive an administration upgrade?
(2) Is an undercover area to be provided at this school?
(3) Will education support staff be provided at the school?
(4) If so, when?
(5) Are there any plans to provide improved computing facilities at the

school?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The school has been listed as a priority for an administration upgrade in

the formulation of the 1995-96 capital works program.
(2) The school has a covered assembly area.
(3)' No. The Joondalup District Education Support Management Committee

has not indicated that any allocation of education support teacher time is
required at Edgewater Primary School for 1995.

(4) When the District Education Support Management Committee indicates
that a facility for students with disabilities is required at Edgewater.

(5) Specialist computing facilities are not included in the primary school
brief.

SCHOOLS - AMAROO PRIMARY
Upgrading

1206. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Amamoo Primary School -

(1) Are the library facilities to receive an upgrade within the next two
years?

(2) When is the administration area to be upgraded?
(3) When is the carpet to be replaced?
(4) When is the school scheduled for repainting?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) There are no plans for a major upgrade of the library in the next two years.
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(2) There are no firm plans for a major upgrade of the administration area.
(3) The carpet will be considered for replacement in 1995-96.
(4) The school will be considered for painting in 1995-96.

SCHOOLS - NEWTON MOORE SENIOR HIGH
Upgrading

120. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Newton Moore Senior High School -

(1) Is the school to receive music teaching facilities?
(2) Is the school to have a performing arts centre provided to it?
(3) Are the home economics facilities to be upgraded?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

A firm date has not yet been set for these works. Notwithstanding this,
Newton Moore Senior High School will continue to receive every
consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when future capital
works programs are being compiled.

SCHOOLS - WEST BALCA'rrA PRIMARY
Asbestos Roof Replacement: Education Support Staff

1208. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to West Balcatta Primary School -

(1) When is the asbestos roof to be replaced?
(2) Is the school to be provided with education support staff?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The asbestos cement roof is considered to be in a good state of repair.

Therefore, replacement is unlikely to be undertaken in the short term
future.

(2) No. The Scarborough District Education Support Management
Committee has not indicated that an allocation of education support
teacher time is required at West Balcatta Primary School for 1995.

SCHOOLS - BOLGART PRIMARY
Computers Allocation; LOTE Resources

1209. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Bolgart Primary School -

(1) Is the school to be allocated computers for educational purposes?
(2) Is the school to receive resources so as to provide courses in

languages other than English?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Bolgart Primary School received departmental funding for one computer

as per its entitlement based on the number of students enrolled. Currently,
the school possesses five computers and therefore no additional computers
will be allocated at this time.

(2) Bolgart Primary School has applied to commence a LOTE program in
1996. The Northam district is due to take part in a district planning
process for LOTE during 1995.
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SCHOOLS - WATTLEUP PRIMARY
Covered Walkway

1213. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Wattleup Primary School -

(1) Is the school to have a covered walkway built at it?
(2) Is the department to allocate more teacher aide time to the school?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Wattleup Primary School is not entitled to any additional teacher aide time

under the current formula.
SCHOOLS - KELLERBERRIN DISTRICT HIGH
Covered Assembly Area; Education Support Staff

1215. H-on JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Kellerbentin District High School -

(1) Is the school to have an undercover assembly area built at it?
(2) Is the school to receive an education support teacher?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The Education Department has listed the school for a covered assembly

area as part of a future capital works program.
(2) As requested by the Merredin District Education Support Management

Committee, the town of Kellerbenin has been allocated two full time
education support teachers to cater for the students with disabilities placed
at Iris Litis School and Kellerberrin District High School.

SCHOOLS - BRUCE ROCK DISTRICT HIGH
Maintenance

1216. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Bruce Rock District High School -

(1) Is the school scheduled for general maintenance?
(2) If so, when?
(3) Is any of the school scheduled for rebuilding?
(4) If so, when?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2)

An amount of $21 500 has been allocated for repairs and painting at the
school as part of the 1994-95 school maintenance program.

(3)-(4)
The Education Department has no plans for rebuilding the school at this
time.

SCHOOLS - CUNDERDIN JUNIOR DISTRICT HIGH
Covered Assembly Area; Basketball Court Plans

1217. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Cunderdin Junior District High School -

(1) Are there any plans to build a basketball court at the school?

(2) Is the library to receive reference books for secondary students?
(3) Will there be an undercover assembly area built at the school?
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(4) Does the department plan to provide the school with music, art, or
language teachers?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The Education Department has no immediate plans to provide a basketball

court at the school.
(2) Funding for the purchase of library resources is provided to schools

annually in the school grant. Thke extent to which these funds are used for
the purchase of secondary reference books is a school-based decision.

(3) The school has been listed for a covered assembly area as part of a future
capital works program.

(4) Primary - the school has a permanent teacher working part time (0.3 FTE)
as an art specialist. Secondary - no staffing requests from Cunderdin
District High School for music, art or LOTE have been received by the
Education Department.

SCHOOLS - HEATHRIDGE PRIMARY
Asbestos Roof Replacement

122 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Heathridge Primary School -

(1) When is the asbestos roof to be replaced?
(2) When is the administration block to be upgraded?
(3) Are there any plans to provide the school with more computers and

software?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The asbestos cement roofs on Heathridge Primary School are considered

to be in a good state of repair. Therefore, it is unlikely that the roofs will
be replaced in the short term future.

(2) The Joondalup District Education Office has assigned a priority to
Heathridge Primary School for an administration upgrade. Accordingly,
the matter will receive consideration when the details of the 1995-96
capital works programs are being finalised.

(3) All schools are provided with computing equipment according to a
schedule based on actual student enrolments.

SCHOOLS - EDNEY PRIMARY
Education Support Staff

1224. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Edney Primary School -

(1) Is the school to be provided with improved storage areas?
(2) Are extra education support staff to be allocated to the school?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) The provision of improved storage should be discussed with the school's

Building Management Authority officer and an application forwarded to
the district education office for consideration by the minor works funding
committee.

(2) No. The Darling Range District Education Support Management
Committee has not indicated that any allocation of education support
teaching time is required at Edney Primary School for 1995.
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SCHOOLS - EAST MAYLANDS PRIMARY
Asbestos Roof Replacement

1225. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to East Maylands Primary School -

(1) When will the asbestos roof be replaced?
(2) Is the school to have air-conditioning fitted?
(3) Will the school be provided with a specialist teacher for languages

other than English?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) East Maylands will be given serious consideration for inclusion in the

1995-96 roof replacement program, subject to funding.
(2) There are no plans to install air-conditioning at the school.
(3) The Bayswater district is to undertake district planning during 1995 in

order to implement LOTE programs in 1996.
SCHOOLS - EAST HAMERSLEY PRIMARY

Music Specialist
1226. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to East Hamersicy Primary School, when is the school to
receive a music specialist?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
East Hamnersley Primary School has requested a music specialist to work
0.4 F~T in 1995. The primary personnel branch is currently staffing
schools and will endeavour to appoint a permanent part time music
specialist. Should no permanent music specialist be available a temporary
teacher with the necessary skills will be appointed for the commencement
of the 1995 school year.

SCHOOLS - EAST FREMANTLE PRIMARY
Roof Replacement

1227. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to East Fremantle Primary School -

(1) Is the roof scheduled for replacement?
(2) Are there any plans to enclose the verandah at the school?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) No.

SCHOOLS - DUNSEOROUGH PRIMARY
Carpets Replacement

1229. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Dunsborough Primary School -

(1) When are the school's carpets scheduled for replacement?
(2) Are there any plans to build a covered assembly area or library at

the school?
(3) If so, when are they to be built?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The carpet will be considered for replacement in 1995-96.
(2)-(3) Funds are available in the current financial year to provide a library
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resource centre. It is flat yet determined when a covered area will be
provided.

SCHOOLS - DIANELLA HEIGHTS PRIMARY
Capital Works or Maintenance

1230. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Dianella Heights Primary -

(1) Is the school scheduled for any capital works or maintenance?
(2) If so, what specifically is planned?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) There are no capital works scheduled for the school at this time. An

amount of $6 300 has been allocated for painting, resealing of courts and
upgrading chalkboards as part of the 1994-95 school maintenance
program.

SCHOOLS - DARDANUP PRIMARY
Asbestos, Painting

1232. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Dardanup Primary School -

(1) Is the asbestos around the school scheduled to be painted?
(2) Is an administration upgrade scheduled for the school?
(3) Is deep sewerage to be provided?
(4) Does the department plan to address the problem of flooding on the

school oval during winter?
(5) Is the amount of available storage space to be improved?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(4) Yes, but a firm date has not yet been determined. Notwithstanding this,

Dardanup Primary School will continue to receive every consideration in
relation to the needs of other schools when future capital works programs
are being compiled.

(5) The provision of improved storage space is a matter which should be
considered by the school in the context of the district-based minor works
scheme.

SCHOOLS - DANDARAGAN PRIMARY
Staff Room Extension

1233. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Dandaragan Primary School, are there any plans to have
the staff room extended?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
Possible means for extending the staff room are being investigated for
consideration in the 1995-96 Moora district minor works program.

SCHOOLS - CARAWATHA PRIMARY
Asbestos Roof Replacement

1234. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Carawatha Primary School -

(1) When is the asbestos roof to be replaced?
(2) Are more specialist teachers to be provided at the school?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Replacement of the asbestos cement roof will be given serious

consideration for inclusion in the 1995-96 maintenance program.
(2) Carawatha Primary School has a total primary allocation of 7.45 FEE of

which 0.3 is for a specialist teacher. No additional specialist staffing has
been requested or provided.

SCHOOLS - CAMBERWARRA PRIMARY
Pathways. Additional

1235. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Camberwarra Primary School -

(1) Is the school to be provided with more pathways?
(2) Are the library facilities to be improved?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) If pathways are considered a school priority, an application should be

forwarded to the district education office for consideration by the minor
works committee.

(2) The Education Department has no immediate plans to upgrade the library
facilities.

SCHOOLS - BUNBURY PRIMARY
Repainting

1236. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Bunbury Primary School -

(1) When is the school scheduled for repainting?
(2) Will the covered assembly area be enlarged?
(3) Will improved storage facilities be provided?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Painting in the boys' and girls' toilets is being undertaken as part of the

1994-95 school maintenance program. The balance of painting required
will be considered for funding in 1995-96.

(2) There are no current plans to enlarge the covered assembly area at the
school.

(3) The provision of improved storage facilities should be considered by the
school within the context of the distfict-based minor works scheme.

SCHOOLS - BRAESIDE PRIMARY
Demountables Replacement

1238. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Braeside Primary School -

(1) Are the demountables at the school scheduled for replacement with
permanent facilities for the library and teaching area?

(2) If so, when is this to occur?
(3) Are the toilet facilities to be upgraded?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(3)

The need for additional facilities and upgraded toilets will continue to
receive consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when future
capital works programs are being prepared.
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SCHOOLS - BOULDER PRIMARY
Interview Room

1239. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Boulder Primary School -

(1) Is the school to be provided with an interview room?
(2) Are storage facilities to be improved?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) The provision of an interview room and additional storage space should be

discussed with the local Building Management Authority officer and an
application forwarded to the district education office for consideration by
the minor works funding committee.

SCHOOLS - BLACKMORE PRIMARY
Administration Upgrade

1240. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Blackmore Primary School -

(1) Is the school scheduled for an administration block upgrade?
(2) Are parking facilities to be improved?
(3) Is the computer equipment to be updated?
(4) Will a drama specialist be provided at the school?
(5) Will the school be provided with a cleaner's shed?

Hon HF. MOORE replied:

(1) Blackmore Primary School has been assigned a mid-level priority by the
Balga District Education Office for an administration upgrade. In view of
the heavy demands on the available funds, however, it is unlikely that
work will be undertaken in the near future.

(2) The provision of improved parking facilities is a matter which the school
will need to consider within the context of the district-based minor works
scheme.

(3) All schools aye provided with computer equipment according to a
schedule based on actual student enrolments.

(4) Blackmore Primary School has not requested the appointment of a drama
specialist for 1995. Staffing request information forwarded to the
Education Department indicates that the school wishes to continue with its
music program which has been offered as the specialist program for the
past five years.

(5) Primary schools are not provided with cleaner's sheds.
SCHOOLS - BELMAY PRIMARY

Asbestos RoofReplacement
1242. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Belmay Primary School -
(1) When is the school to receive a new toilet block?
(2) When is the asbestos roof to be replaced?
(3) When is the school scheduled for repainting?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Currently there are no firm plans to provide a new toilet block.
(2) Replacement of the preprimary roof is planned for January 1995.
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(3) The school is not scheduled for repainting in the 1994-95 financial year.
The needs of the school will be considered when the 1995-96 program is
being compiled.

SCHOOLS - AUGUSTA PRIMARY
Asbestos Roof Replacement

1243. Hon JOH-N HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Augusta Primary School -

(1) When is the asbestos roof to be replaced?
(2) Is a covered assembly area to be provided at the school?
(3) If so, when?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Augusta Primary School is not considered a high priority for replacement

of the asbestos cement roof at this time.
(2)-(3) The provision of a covered area at Augusta will continue to receive every

consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when future capital
works programs are being prepared.

SCHOOLS - APPLECROSS SENIOR HIGH
Covered Areas Construction

1244. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Applecross Senior High School -

(1) Are more undercover areas going to be built at the school?
(2) Is the school scheduled for reconcreting?
(3) When will the department address the problem of termite infestation

at the school?
(4) Are the toilet facilities to be upgraded?
(5) If so, when is this to occur?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3) The Building Management Authority is currently dealing with these

matters.
(4)-(5) The Building Management Authority recently replaced a number of toilet

pans at the school. In addition some of the toilets were painted, the
remainder are listed for attention.

SCHOOLS - LATHLAIN PRIMARY
Covered Assembly Area

1245. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Lathlan Primary School -

(1) Are there any plans to provide the school with a covered assembly
area?

(2) Are the staff toilets at the school to be improved?
(3) Has the department any plans to place preprimary facilities on-site?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) There are no firm plans at present to provide Lathlain Primary School with

a covered assembly area. However, the needs of Lathlain and all other
schools are taken into consideration each year when the covered area
program is being compiled.
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(2) Currently there are no plans to upgrade the staff toilets.
(3) The Education Department has a lease of the off-site preprimary centre

until the end of the 1995 school year. With the future direction of full
time education for five year aids not yet determined, it is probable that
there will be a request for extension of the lease beyond 1995.

SCHOOLS - LAKE GWELUP PRIMARY
Repainting

1246. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Lake Owelup Primary School -

(1) When is the school to be repainted?
(2) When is the playground to be resurfaced?
(3) Are there any plans to provide the school with a new library?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Painting at the school will be considered for funding in 1995-96.
(2) Resealing of the bitumen areas will be considered for funding in 1995-96.
(3) There are no current plans to provide a new library at the school.

However, the matter will continue to be reviewed when the details of
future capital works programs are being considered.

SCHOOLS - KUKERIN PRIMARY
Toilet Block Replacement

1247. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Kukerin Primary School, is the school to have its toilet
block replaced?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Funding has been made available in 1994-95 for the replacement of the
toilet block. It is anticipated that work will be completed by June next
year.

SCHOOLS - LAKE MONGER PRIMARY
Toilet Block Replacement

1248. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Lake Monger Primary School -

(1) Are there any plans to replace the toilet block at the school?
(2) Is the administration block at the school to be replaced?
(3) Will a specialist teacher be placed at the school to teach students

who speak English as a second language?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) The Education Department of Western Australia has no immediate plans

to upgrade the toilet block or the administration block at Lake Monger
Primary School.

(3) No. Lake Monger Primary School has not submitted an application
indicating the need for the allocation of a specialist English as a second
language teacher for 1995.

SCHOOLS - PINGRUP PRIMARY
Full Time Remedial Teacher

1249. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Pingrup Primary School. is the school to be provided with
a full time remedial teacher?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Pingrup Primary School does not specifically have a full time
remedial teacher appointed. The school has a total staffing allocation of
3.0 ETE for 1995. Thkis includes an additional establishment of 0.35 ETE.
The principal is responsible for deploying the teachers to meet the needs
of the school, including a teacher to fill a remedial role if necessary.

SCHOOLS - MOORINE ROCK PRIMARY
Pathways Replacement

1253. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Moorine Rock Primary School -

(1) Are there any plans to resurface the basketball courts?
(2) Are dhe pathways to be repaired or replaced?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) The Building Management Authority has arranged for repairs to the

basketball courts and the work will be completed in readiness for the 1995
school year.

(2) Repairs to the pathways have been listed for appropriate attention in the
1995-96 maintenance program.

SCHOOLS - LEEMING PRIMARY
Computing Resources

1254. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Leeming Primary School -

(1) Are there any plans to replace the demountables at the school with
permanent classrooms?

(2) If so, when is this to take place?
(3) Does the department intend to provide computing resources at the

school for educational purposes?
(4) Will the department be providing canteen facilities for the school?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2)

No.
(3) All schools are provided with computing equipment according to a

schedule based on actual student enrolments.
(4) The Education Department will provide the Parents and Citizens

Association with a dollar for dollar subsidy up to a maximum of $15 000
for the construction of a canteen.

SCHOOLS - TINCURRIN PRIMARY
Painting

1255. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Tincurrin Primary School -

(1) Are there any plans to finish the wet area at the school?
(2) Is the school to have its exterior painted?
(3) If so, when is this to occur?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3) This work has not been scheduled for 1994-95. However, the
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maintenance condition of the school buildings will continue to be
monitored.

SCHOOLS - TAKARI PRIMARY
Repainting

1256. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Takari Primary School -
(1) Is the school scheduled for repainting?
(2) Is the school's drainage system to undergo a maintenance program?
(3) Are the administration facilities to be upgraded?
(4) Is a sick room to be provided at the school?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Painting at Takari is not considered a priority at this time. It will be

considered for funding in 1995-96.
(2) There are no plans to upgrade the school's drainage system at this time.

(3)-(4)
The Scarborough District Education Office has not assigned a priority to
Takari Primary School for an administration upgrade or sick room.

SCHOOLS - SUHIACO PRIMARY
Upgrade

1257?. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Subiaco Primary School, are the school's facilities to
undergo an upgrade to allow for the growth in student numbers?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The Education Department has no immediate plans to upgrade the school
facilities at this time.

SCHOOLS - SAWYERS VALLEY PRIMARY
Repainting

1258. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Sawyers Valley Primary School -

(1) Is the school scheduled to be repainted?
(2) Is the school to be provided with a library?
(3) Is the school to have a sick-room provided?
(4) Is the school to have a interview room provided?
(5) Is the Bristol building at the school to be replaced?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Painting of the school is not considered a priority at this time.
(2) The school has been listed for a library resource centre and the project Will

be considered for inclusion in the 1995-96 capital works program.
(3)-(4)

The provision of a sick room and interview room will be included as part
of a future administration upgrade at the school. This project will be
considered for inclusion in the 1995-96 capital works program.

(5) The Education Department does not plan to replace the Bristol classrooms
at this time.
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SCHOOLS - STUDENT BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT POLICY
1265. Hon M.D. (RIFF1THS to the Minister for Education:

(1) What is the current behaviour management policy of the Education
Department?

(2) Is consideration being given to changing the policy?
(3) If so, what consultation, if any, is being undertaken with the teaching

profession and parent representatives?
(4) If so, when is it envisaged that changes will be made, particularly with

respect to the problem of bullying?
(5) If not, why not?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Schools are expected to develop their own policy for die management of

student behaviour. In so doing it is an expectation that the whole school
community, parents, teachers and students will be involved. To assist
schools with this task a document providing guidelines for school
discipline was sent to all schools and Parents and Citizens Associations.
Schools policies operate within the legislative framework provided by die
Education Act, regulations and administration instructions.

(2) No; however, additional guidelines will be released to schools in 1995 to
supplement the assistance they are receiving from the school psychology
service and the managing student behaviour program. These guidelines
will address issues such as violence and bullying.

(3) The Education Department has advisory groups with representatives from
the State School Teachers Union and the Western Australian Council of
State School Organisations overseeing the overall project.

(4) No policy change is required to deal with the issue of bullying.
(5) The existing Education Act and regulations provide the necessary

authority for schools to act promptly to ensure the safety of students. It is
my understanding that this provision is used wisely and appropriately.
MEDIA DECISIONS WA - GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS

1275. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for
Planning:

With respect to the Minister for Planning's department and each of the
bodies administered within that department, what is the total of payments
of media accounts made to Media Decisions Western Australia in each of
the following months -

(a) December 1993
(b) January 1994
(c) February 1994
(d) March 1994
(e) April 1994
(f) May 1994
(g) June 1994
(h) July 1994
(i) August 1994
(j) September 1994
(k) October 1994?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(a) $3 235.75 State Planning Commission.
(b)-(h) Nil.
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(i) $2 561.73 East Perth Redevelopment Authority.
(J) $31 007.31 East Perth Redevelopment Authority.
(k) $17 655.02 East Perth Redevelopment Authority.

MEDIA DECISIONS WA - GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS
1281. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Education representing the Minister

for Commerce and Trade:
With respect to the Minister for Commerce and Trade's department and
each of the bodies administered within that department, what is the total of
payments of media accounts made to Media Decisions Western Australia
in each of the following months -

(a) December 1993
(b) January 1994
(c) February 1994
(d) March 1994
(e) April 1994

*(f) May 1994
(g) June 1994
(h) July 1994
(i) August 1994
(3) September 1994

*(k) October 1994?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

The Minister for Commerce and Trade has provided the following reply -

(a) $3 668.79
(b) $2021.11
(c) $8215.53
(d) $7331.42
(e) $1 546.61
(f) $5 890.72
(g) $20910.22
(h) $17 148.30
(i) $14650.50
(I) $14819.35
(k) $10994.61

MEDIA DECISIONS WA - GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS
1298. Hon N.D- GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Lands:

With respect to the Minister's department and each of the bodies
administered within that department, what is the total of payments of
media accounts made to Media Decisions Western Australia in each of the
following months -

(a) December 1993
(b) January 1994
(c) February 1994
(d) March 1994
(e) April 1994
(0) May 1994
(g) June 1994
(h) July 1994
(i) August 1994
(j) September 1994
(k) October 1994?
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Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
Department of Land Administration -

(a)-Cj) Nil
(kc) $1 029.60.,
Western Australian Land Authority -

(a) 539 526.06
(b) $44495.10
(c) $110322.50
(d) $58 430.28
(e) $11 804.39
(f) $83 582.97
(g) $14 780.00
(h) $39 082.00
(i) $24 797.11
U) $11879.48
(kc) $18991.60
Total $457691.49
MEDIA DECISIONS WA - GOVERNMENT PAYMENTS

1303. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister for
Water Resources:

With respect to the Minister for Water Resources' department and each of
the bodies administered within that department, what is the total of
payments of media accounts made to Media Decisions Western Australia
in each of the following months -

(a) December 1993
(b) January 1994
(c) February 1994
(d) March 1994
(e) April 1994
(f) May 1994
(g) June 1994
(hi) July 1994
(i) August 1994
0) September 1994
(kc) October 1994?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
(a) $5 052.28
(b) $22 136.08
(c) $9912.59
(d) $55978.85
(e) $46 588.75
(f) $41497.60
(g) $70655.35
(h) $26 128.02
(i) $28 307.20
(j) $10897.31
(kc) $3515.10

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES -PRIVAISATION OF
FUNCTIONS

1312. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for
Planning:

With respect to the Minister for Planning's department and to each of the
bodies administered within that department -

8866 [COUNCIL]



[Wednesday, 7 December 1994] 8867

(1) What functions have been wholly or partly privatised since
6 February 1993?

(2) As a result of that, how many full time equivalents have left the
public sector?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) None.
(2) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PRIVATISATION OF
FUNCTIONS

1334. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Emergency Services:

With respect to the Minister for Emergency Services' department and to
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) What functions have been wholly or partly privatised since
6 February 1993?

(2) As a result of that, how many full time equivalents have left the
public sector?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Emergency Services has provided the following reply -

(1) None.
(2) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PRIVATISATION OF
FUNCTIONS

1352. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Health representing the Moinister for
Planning:

With respect to the Minister for Planning's department and to each of the
bodies administered within that department -

(1) What functions have been wholly or partly privatised since the
coming into operation of the Public Sector Management Act 1994?

(2) As a result of that, how many full time equivalents have left the
public sector?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The rental property management of the Department of Planning and Urban

Development was outsourced from I November 1994.
(2) Outsourcing is expected to reduce a total af five FIEs; two staff have left

the Public Service and three staff are in the process of being redeployed
within the Public Service.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PRIVATISATION OF
FUNCTIONS

1361. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Emergency Services:

With respect to the Minister for Emergency Services' department and to
each of the bodies administered within that department -

(1) What functions have been wholly or partly privatised since the
coming into operation of the Public Sector Management Act 1994?

(2) As a result of that, how many full time equivalents have left the
public sector?



Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Emergency Services has provided the following reply -

(1) None.
(2) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PRIVATISATION OF
FUNCTIONS

1375. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Lands:
With respect to the Minister's department and to each of the bodies
administered within that department -

(1) What functions have been wholly or partly privatised since the
coming into operation of the Public Sector Management Act 1994?

(2) As a result of that, how many full time equivalents have left the
public sector?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
Department of Land Administration and Western Australian Land
Authority -

(I) None.
(2) Not applicable.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - OFFICERS OR CONTRACTS FOR SERVICE
1389. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Education:

(1) What number of individuals performed services for the Minister's office
either as an officer or under a contract for service as at 22 November
1994?

(2) What is their -
(a) name;
(b) qualifications;
(c) position held or tide of the position set out in the contract; and
(d) function and duty as detailed in any job description document for

the position held by the person or the nature of services to be
provided and described in the contract?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) 16.
(2) (a),(c) Name

Peter Browne
Rob van Dieren
Jim Thorn
Hallam Pereira
Michelle Miller
Margaret Humn
Ross Storey
Brad Goddard
Brad Viney
Stephanie Boyd
Roslyn Towers
Sue Moss
Julie Holmes
Sue Schwass
Natalie La Touche
Leigh Radis

Position
Executive Director
Principal private secretary
Consultant
Principal policy consultant
Senior policy officer
Senior policy officer
Press secretary
Policy officer
Policy officer
Liaison officer
Executive assistant
Adrnin assistant
Correspondence officer
Officer
Officer
Officer
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(b) All have either an appropriate level of experience or relevant
qualifications for the duties they perform.

(d) Each officer's functions and duties are to provide support to the
Minister in the performance of his ministerial duties.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - OFFICERS OR CONTRACTS FOR SERVICE
1394. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Local Government:
(1) What number of individuals performed services for the Minister for Local

Government's office either as an officer or under a contract for service as
at 22 November 1994?

(2) What is their -

(a) name;
(b) qualifications;
(c) position held or title of the position set out in the contract; and
(d) function and duty as detailed in any job description document for

the position held by the person or the nature of services to be
provided and described in the contract?

Hon E.I. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following reply -

(1) Nine.
(2) (a) John Kime;

(b) Diploma in Business Studies;
(c) Principal Private Secretary.
(a) Steven Tweedie;
(b) Bachelor of Arts;
(c) Principal Policy Officer.
(a) Amanda O'Brien;
(b) Public Service qualification;
(c) Press Secretary.
(a) Michael Rooke;
(b) Diploma in Public Administration/Certificate in Personnel

Management;
(c) Ministerial Liaison Officer - on secondment from the

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(b)
(c)

Water Authority of Western Australia.
Janice Fletcher;
Public Service qualification;
Executive- Officer.
Joanne Stepik;
Public Service qualification;
Appointments Secretary.
Sharon Mitchell;
Public Service qualification;
Receptionist.
Patricia (Lyn) Neal;
Public Service qualification;
Liaison Officer.
Ian Laing;
B.Sc (Agric);
Executive Officer to the Farm Water Coordinating
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Committee - on secondment from the Department of
Agriculture.

(a) Macushla Casey;
(b) B.Agric Sc/Grad Dip Civ Eng;
(c) Assistant Executive Officer to the Farm Water

Coordinating Committee - on secondment from the
Department of Agriculture.

(2) (d) The officers' functions and duties are to provide support to
the Minister in the performance of his ministerial duties.

LAND - DIAGRAM 91497
Road Reserve Adjoining A38924, Moran gup Nature Reserve

1423. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Lands:
With reference to Diagram 91497 -

(1) Is it intended that an area of public road reserve adjoining A class
reserve No 38924 is to be subdivided and disposed of to a nearby
landholder?

(2) Is the Minister aware that this land is within metres of a pioneer well
containing permanent water and native fauna?

(3) Is the Minister also aware that the water storage dam which was
constructed on the land in question was allegedly constructed
illegally and that further extraction of water from the area may
endanger the flora and fauna which depend on the high level of the
natural water table in the area?

(4) Why has the Minister proposed to retrospectively legitimise the
actions of the landowner whose act has endangered a valuable
public resource?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) A copy of diagram 91497 is tabled. (See paper No 641.]

The portion shown bordered red is proposed for inclusion into class A
reserve 38924. That portion bordered green is proposed to be
amalgamated with adjoining fee simple lot 139.

(2) Yes.
(3)-(4) The adjoining landowner constructed part of a dam on portion of the area

proposed to be amalgamated with lot 139. In determining action on this
matter, the Department of Land Administration and Conservation and
Land Management, and the Shire of Toodyay had regard for the existence
of the dam in its present location. Disposition of the land as stated in the
answer to (1) has been determnined the most appropriate, taking into
account all known issues.

LAND - DIAGRAM 91497
Road Reserve Adjoining A38924, Morangup Nature Reserve

1424. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Lands:
Was the area, outlined in diagram 91497 which is proposed to be
subdivided and disposed of to a nearby landowner, once a part of the
Goonarning spring reserve?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
No. The iand the subject of diagramn 91497 was originally dedicated as a
public road in 1957 prior to which it formed part of reserve 659 which at
the time had a purpose of "Watering Place for Teams".
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LAND - DIAGRAM 91497
Road Reserve Adjointing A38924, Moran gyp Nature Reserve

1426. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Lands:
Will the Minister order an investigation of the conservation value of the
land in diagram 91497, which is proposed to be subdivided and disposed
of, and halt any further progress on the matter until that investigation is
completed?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
No; the matter has already been the subject of considerable liaison and
investigation by the Departments of Land Administration and
Conservation and Land Management and the Shire of Toodyay.

SCHOOLS - FLINDERS PARK PRIMARY
Student Pick Up and Set Down Areas

1428. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:
Is the Minister now in a position to advise me when work will commence
on the Flinders Park Primary School vehicle access, student pick up and
set down areas?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
No. However, this mailer will continue to receive consideration when
additional funding becomes available.
MOTOR VEHICLES, GOVERNMENT - ALBANY OFFICE

1431. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:
(1) Since March 1993, what new vehicles have been acquired by officers of

the Minister's department in Albany?
(2) How many of those vehicles were fitted with roo bars or bull bars and

were any supplied by Albany businesses?
(3) How many of those vehicles were fitted with tow bars and were any

supplied by Albany businesses?
(4) How many of those vehicles were fitted with window tinting and were any

supplied by Albany businesses?
(5) What is the Government's policy for the purchase of the extras listed in

parts (2), (3) and (4) above for vehicles to be based in country areas?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Nine vehicles since 9 July 1993.
(2) Nine fitted with roo bars. None fitted by local business.
(3) Six fitted with tow bar. None fitted by local business.
(4) None fitted with window tint.
(5) Departments are able to determine the most cost effective methods of

supplying vehicles based on operational needs. All extras fitted by
supplier of vehicles upon order of the vehicle for ease of control and
reduction of administrative costs.

SCHOOLS - ALBANY PRIMARY
Covered Assembly Area, Cortrucuion Tenders

1432. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:
(1) When will tenders be called for the construction of the covered assembly

area at the Albany Primary School?
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(2) Will a commencement date be specified in the tender and what is that
date?

(3) What work is to be done and what ame the design specifications?
(4) Where in the school grounds is it to be constructed?
(5) Will it involve the demolition of the enclosed verandah currently used as

the assembly area?
(6) What other works will be carried out at the school at the same time as the

construction of the covered assembly area?
Hon N.F MOORE replied:
(1) 13lJanuary 1995.
(2) No. However, it is anticipated that work will commence by 20 March

1995.
(3) Provision of a covered area, canteen and sports store. Brick and metal

roof construction.
(4) It has been agreed with the school that the existing canteen and sports

store, which is housed in a timber-framed building, be demolished to
make way for the covered area.

(5) No.
(6) None.
SPORT AND RECREATION - SOCCER ADMINISTRATION, FUNDING

1496. Hon SAM PIANTADOSI to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
Are funds given to the soccer administration of Western Australia utilised
for the development of the code?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
The following funds have been provided to soccer administration in
Western Australia in 1994-95 -

Support for SAWA administration 21 000
Coach education programs 14 000
Administration support to affiliates (that is,
professional, amateur, social and women's
associations) 39 000
Women's soccer 5 000
Referee education 1 500
Secondary school competitions 1 000
Total $81500

SPORT AND RECREATION, MINISTRY OF - INVOLVEMENT IN SPORTING
EVENTS CRITERIA

1526. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
What are the criteria used by the Ministry of Sport and Recreation in
determining whether it becomes involved with a sporting event?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Initially, before considering involvement in any major sporting event, the
Ministry of Sport and Recreation suggests the relevant sporting
association confer with EventsCorp. Subject to the outcome of that,
involvement of the Ministry of Sport and Recreation in a sporting event is
contingent on an application and endorsement being lodged by the
recognised state sporting association.
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Criteria for ministry involvement include -

endorsement by the relevant state and national sport bodies;
proven management expertise;
realistic and comprehensive event budget;
sport development opportunities;
economic benefits to the State.

SPORT AND RECREATION - WEIGHT LIT-TING, MASTERS WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP

1528. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
In light of the successful Telecom Australia 1994 IWF-Masters World
Weight Lifting Championship held between 19 and 24 September 1994,
will the Ministry of Sport and Recreation give consideration to examining,
in consultation with Weightliffing Western Australia Incorporated, how it
can assist in the staging of future events such as the 1999 World Masters
Weight Lifting Championships in Western Australia?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Subject to my reply to question 1526, the Ministry of Sport and Recreation
is available to work with Weightlifting Western Australia to consider
proposals to host major weight lifting events in Western Australia.

SPORT AND RECREATION - WEIGHT LIFTING, MASTERS WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP

1530. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
(1) What assistance, if any, was provided by the Ministry of Sport and

Recreation to the Telecom Australia 1994 IWF-Masters World Weight
Lifting Championship held between 19 and 24 September 1994?

(2) What assistance was requested?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No financial assistance was provided by the Ministry of Sport and

Recreation.
(2) No formal request for assistance was received by the Ministry of Sport

and Recreation; however, EventsCorp did financially assist bidding for the
event.

SPORT AND RECREATION - COMMONWEALTH GAMES
Gold Medali sts, Certificates of Appreciation Eligibility Criteria

153 1. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
(1) What are the criteria of eligibility for recipients of "Certificates of

Appreciation" as presented to Commonwealth Games gold medallists?
(2) Is the Minister aware that at the recent Telecom Australia 1994 IWF-

Masters World Weight Lifting Championship held between 19 and
24 September 1994 Mrs Marilyn Lammas won three gold medals and
Mr John Patterson won two gold medals and one silver medal?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) In the past the Commonwealth Games Association and the State

Government have jointly recognised the efforts of Commonwealth Games
team members and gold medallists with either a reception/parade and/or
certificates of appreciation. As an ongoing general practice, certificates of
appreciation are not issued to successful individual spontspeople or teams.

(2) I was not aware of the specific gold medal performances of Mrs Lamrnas
and Mr Patterson, which is nor surprising given the large number of
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Western Australians performing successfully at state, national and
international levels of competition. However, I congratulate them on their
achievements.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS - CHILD PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL ABUSE
COMPLAINTS

1535. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Leader of the House representing the
Minister for Police:
(1) Is the Minister for Police aware of the disposition of complaints of

physical and sexual abuse of children by staff of Christian Brothers child
care institutions?

(2) If so, will the Minister informi the House how many such complaintis have
been laid and how they are being dealt with?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) 1 am advised by the Commissioner of Police that a total of 35

individuals have made complaints requesting police investigate
their allegations. Police inquiries into those allegations are now
complete and a final report has been forwarded to the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions for an opinion on whether or not
criminal charges should proceed.

CHRISTIAN BROTHFERS - CHILD CARE INSTITUTIONS
Staff Screenings by Police Department

1536. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Leader of the House representing the
Minister for Police:
(1) Did Mr J.M. O'Brien, Acting Commissioner of Police in a letter HMcL,

VAT 3553/55 dated 4 November 1955, replying to the Director, Child
Welfare Division, Child Welfare Department, agree to set up character
screening of people who were about to join the staff of a child care
institution?

(2) Was that letter in response to a request in letter GRHH 549/55 dated
31 October 1955 in which the director said -

Experience has shown that persons of undesirable character
sometimes apply for such vacancies, and it is often difficult in
the absence of information to the contrary, to make suitable
selection?

(3) Will the Minister inform the House how many times the Police
Department screened staff that joined Christian Brothers child care
institutions?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

I have been advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

(1) No records are available within the Western Australian Police
Department dealing with the subject matter of the question.

(2) As above.
(3) There is no specific record of the Police Department having

screened staff that joined Christian Brothers child care institutions.
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SCHOOLS - WOODANTLLING PRIMARY
Repainting

1562. IHon JOH-N HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Woodanilling Primary School, when is the school
scheduled for repainting?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
Painting at the school is not considered a priority at this time.

SCHOOLS - COOLBINIA PRIMARY
Repainting

1563. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Coolbinia Primary School -

(1) When is the school scheduled to be repainted?
(2) Are there any plans to re-carpet the school?
(3) Are the library facilities to he improved?
(4) Is the school to be fitted with air-conditioning?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) The school will be considered for painting in 1995-96,
(2) The school will be considered for re-carpeting in 1995-96.
(3) There are no immediate plans to upgrade the library facilities.
(4) No.

SCHOOLS - BREMIER BAY PRIMARY
Upgrading

1564. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Bremer Bay Primary School -

(1) Is t basketball court to be upgraded?
(2) Is playground equipment to be provided at the school?
(3) Are the administration facilities at the school to be improved?
(4) Is there to be an electrical upgrade performed at the school?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) An amount of $8 000 has been allocated for bitumen upgrading as part of

the 1994-95 school maintenance program.
(2) No. The provision of playground equipment will need to be considered by

the school within the context of the district based minor works scheme.
(3) The Esperance District Education Office has rated Bremer Bay Primary

School as a mid-level priority for an administration upgrade. On this
basis, it is not possible to indicate definitely when the proposed work may
be undertaken.

(4) An amount of $5 000 has been allocated for an electrical upgrade as part
of the 1994-95 school maintenance program.

SCHOOLS - NORTH TOM PRICE PRIMARY
Upgrading

1565. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to North Tom Price Primary School -
(1) Is there to be a computer resource upgrade?
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(2) Are die school's walkways to be upgraded?
(3) Is the school to be provided with a library?
(4) When is the school to be re-carpeted?
(5) When are the walls at the school to be repaired?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) All schools are provided with computer equipment according to a

schedule based on actual student enrol ments.
(2) An amount of $ 10 000 has been allocated to cover the verandah walkways

as part of the 1994-95 school maintenance and minor works program.
(3) Serious consideration will be given to including the school in the 1995-96

library-resource centre program.
(4) The re-carpeting at the school will be considered for funding in 1995-96.
(5) The repairs of the walls will be considered for funding in 1995-96.

SCHOOLS - KENSINGTON PRIMARY
Repainting

1567. Hon JOHN HAL.DEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Kensington Piirary School, when is the school scheduled
to be repainted?

Hon N.F MOORE replied:
An amount of $17 400 was expended on external and part internal
painting at the school in 1992-93. The balance will be considered for
painting in 1995-96.

PASTORAL LEASES - WATERBANK STATION, GOVERNMENT PURCHASE
1568. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Lands:

With respect to Waterbank station -

(1) What is the current situation in regard to proposals by the State
Government to purchase the Waterbank pastoral lease north of
Broome?

(2) Has the State Government offered the leaseholder a purchase price?
(3) If yes, what is the amount?
(4) Has the leaseholder offered the Government a sale price?
(5) If yes, what is the amount?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1)-(5) The State Government has been discussing the prospect of a land

exchange with the lessees of Waterbank Station. Negotiations are
currently ntailed pending further advice in respect of possible implications
arising out of the Aboriginal Heritage Act, and the Goolarabooloo native
title claim.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MOBILE PHONES AND PAGING DEVICES
157 1. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representi ng the Minister for

Police:
(1) What number of mobile phones are currently available for use in the

Minister for Police's office for the use of the Minister and his staff?
(2) What number of mobile phones were in use last financial year and what

was the cost of the mobile phone accounts associated with the Minister's
office during the last financial year?
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(3) What is the anticipated cost of mobile phone accounts associated with the
Minister's office for the current financial year?

(4) What number of paging devices are paid for from the budget for the
Minister's office?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

(1) Four are currently available in the Office of the Minister for
Police; Emergency Services.

(2) Three. The total expenditure for 1993-94 was $2 660.47.
(3) Based on the expenditure trends to date, the mobile phone

expenditure for the current financial year is projected at $3 500.
(4) Three.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MOBILE PHONES AND PAGING DEVICES
1580. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for

Planning:
(1) What number of mobile phones are currently available for use in the

Minister for Planning's office for the use of the Minister and his staff?.
(2) What number of mobile phones were in use last financial year and what

was the cost of the mobile phone accounts associated with the Minister's
office during the last financial year?

(3) What is the anticipated cost of mobile phone accounts associated with the
Minister's office for the current financial year?

(4) What number of paging devices axe paid for from the budget for the
Minister's office?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) Three.
(2) Three mobile phones in use costing $1 912.38 for the phone accounts.
(3) The estimated cost for the 1994-95 financial year is $2 000.
(4) One.

SCHOOLS - SPENCER PARK PRIMARY, ALBANY
Education Support Centre, Students and Staff

1600. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:
With regard to the Spencer Park Primary School (Albany) -

(1) Can the Minister indicate how many -

(a) students; and

(b) staff
were allocated to the special education unit in 1992?

(2) Can the Minister indicate how many -
(a) students; and
(b) staff
were allocated to the education support centre in 1993 and 1994?

(3) Can the Minister indicate how man y -

(a) students; and
(b) staff
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will be allocated to the education support centre in 1995?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Spencer Park Primary School Education Support Unit 1992 -

(a) 28;
(b) three FTE,

(2) Spencer Park Education Support Centre -

1993 (a) 28;
(b) 3.65 FTE.

1994 (a) 26;
(b) 3.65 FTE plus one FTE for a visiting teacher service within

the district.
(3) Spencer Park Education Support Centre 1995 -

(a) 22;
(b) 3.65 ETE plus one ETE for a visiting teacher service within the

district.
SCHOOLS - MIERREDIN SENIOR HIGH

Repainting
1610. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Merredin Senior High School -

(1) Are the bituminised sporting areas at the school to be resurfaced?
(2) When is the school scheduled ro be repainted?
(3) Are the administration or library areas at the school to be upgraded?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) The biruminising of the sporting areas will be considered for funding in

1995-96.
(2) The painting at the school will be considered for funding in 1995-96.
(3) The school has been listed for an administration upgrade, and the project

will be considered in the formulation of the 1995-96 capital works
program. There are no immediate plans to upgrade the library area.

SCHOOLS - KOONGAMIA PRIMARY
Covered Assembly Area

1612. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Koongarnia Primary School -

(1) Are there any plans to provide the school with an undercover
assembly area?

(2) Are there any plans to provide the school with improved
administration facilities?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) The school has been listed for an undercover assembly area and

administration upgrade, and the projects will receive every consideration
in the formulation of the 1995-96 capital works program.

SCHOOLS -PERTH MODERN
Repainting

1614. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Perth Modern School -
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(1) Is the school to be repainted?
(2) Are manual arcs facilities to be provided at the school?
(3) If so, when?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) An amount of $126 000 has been allocated for painting as part of the

1994-95 school maintenance program.
(2)-(3) An upgrade of the existing manual arts facilities at Perth Modem School

wI continue to be considered in relation to the needs of ocher schools
when the details of future capital works programs are being compiled.

SCHOOLS - MAYLANDS PRIMARY
Repainting

1615. Hon JOHN HAL.DEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Maylands Primary School, when is the school to be
repainted and re-carpeted?

Hon NYF. MOORE replied:
An amount of $7 000 was expended on painting the boys' and girls' toilets
in 1994-95. The balance of painting will be considered for funding in
1995-96. Two rooms will be re-carpeted in 1994-95. The balance of
rooms will be considered in 1995-96.

SCHOOLS - ORANGE GROVE PRIMARY
Library Construction

1617?. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Orange Grove Primary School -

(1) Are there any plans to replace the verandah?
(2) Are there any plans to repaint the Bristol buildings?
(3) Is a covered play/eating area to be provided at the school?
(4) Is the school to have a library built at it?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) There art no plans to replace the verandah at the school.
(2) The painting of the Bristol buildings is not considered a priority.
(3)-(4) There are no firm plans at present to provide a covered assembly area or

library.
SCHOOLS - BENGER PRIMARY

Toilet Facilities Upgrading
1618S. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Benger Primary School, when are the toilet facilities at the
school to be upgraded?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
There are no firm plans at present to replace or upgrade Benger Primary
School toilets.

SCHOOLS - ROEBOURNE PRIMARY
Concreted Areas, Repairs

1619. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Roebourne Primary School, are the concreted areas at the
school to be repaired?
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Hon N.P. MOORE replied:
An amount of $20 000 has been allocated to repair the concrete cancer as
part of the 1994-95 school maintenance program.

SCHOOLS - VARLEY PRIMARY
Education Support Staff, Additional

1621. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Are there any plans to supply Varley Primary School with extra education
support staff so as to allow teaching of languages other than English and
provision of an improved remedial program?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
No. Education support staff are allocated to students with disabilities as
defined by the department's social justice policy. These teachers are not
allocated for LOTE or remedial programs.

SCHOOLS - QUINNS ROCK
School Nurse and Psychiatrist Access

1622. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Quinns Rock Primary School -

(1) Is the school to be provided with better access to a school nurse and
school psychiatrist?

(2) Will the school be provided with staff to undertake the teaching of
Asian languages?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The Education Department does not provide a school psychiatric service.

A school psychology service is available to all schools. Responsibility for
the provision of nursing services to schools rests with the Minister for
Health.

(2) Quinns Rock Primary School has not applied to access the primary LOTE
formula for implementation in 1995.

SCHOOLS - PINGELLY DISTRIT HIGH
Repainting

1623. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Pingelly District High School -
(1) When is the school scheduled for repainting?
(2) When is the school to receive an upgrade in sporting facilities?
(3) Is the school to be provided with a safety ramp for its gymnasium?

Hon N.F MOORE replied:
(1) The painting at the school will be considered for funding in 1995-96.
(2) An upgrade of sporting facilities will be considered in relation to the needs

of other schools when additional funds become available for projects of
this nature.

(3) The provision of a ramp should be considered by the school within the
context of the district minor works scheme.

SCHOOLS - COTTESLOE PRIMARY
Repainting

163 1. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Conesloe Primary School -

(1) When is the school to have its interior repainted?
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(2) Are there any plans to provide the school with a covered assembly
area?

(3) Does the department propose to provide the school with more
computer equipment?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Interior painting will be considered for funding in 1995-96.
(2) Yes; Cottesloe will be provided with a covered assembly area as part of

the current capital works program.
(3) All schools are provided with computer equipment according to a

schedule based on actual student enrolments.
SCHOOLS - LAND EXCISIONS, GOVERNMENT PROPERTY OFFICE SURVEY

1637. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister far Education:
In relation to the survey currently being conducted by the Government
Property Office of the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet, on behalf of
the Education Department, to "assess the potential for excising land from
existing school sites, for possible sale or other use" -
(1) Will the Minister advise the House which schools have been

identified as having land suitable for possible excision or other use?
(2) If not, why not?
(3) Why are schools and parents not being given the opportunity for

input into this survey?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) Ten schools have so far been identified to the Government Property Office

as having the potential for land excision. These are: Augusta, Belmay,
Bentley, Husselton, Gibbs Street, Hampton Park, Hilton, Maddington, and
Melville Primary Schools; and Cyril Jackson Senior Campus.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) The principals of all of these schools have been involved in preliminary

discussions. In fact, seven schools initiated the process with requests for
consideration under the asset management review.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS - BINDOON AND TARDUN SCHOOLS
1640. Hon J.A. SCOTT' to the Minister for Lands:

(1) Did the Under Secretary for Lands and Immigration, acting in his capacity
as the delegate of the Minister far Immigration pursuant to the
Immigration (Guardianship of Children) Act 1946 receive a letter dated
6 February 1950 from the Deputy Director of Education in Western
Australia certifying as efficient the Christian Brothers schools at Bindoon
and Tardun?

(2) Did that letter occur as folio 199 of ACC 541 AN 313 4 186/46, Volume 2,
Catholic Episcopal Migration and Welfare Association of Western
Australia, Child Migration Nominations WO 3 file in the State Archives?

(3) Did the Deputy Director note that the staff at Bindoon found a problem
with the mental standard of the boys there?

(4) Did the Deputy Director suggest that the experience of education
personnel at Cunderdin and Northamn in dealing with displaced persons be
used?

(5) Will the Minister table the letter?
(6) If not, why not?
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Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1)-(6) The Minister for Lands has no jurisdiction over immigration records and

the Department of Land Administration has not had direct association with
immigration matters for over 30 years. The information sought by
Hon Jim Scott may be available through the Library and Information
Service of Western Australia.

FREEDOM OP INFORMATION - OFFICERS FOR GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

1661. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Police:

What is the name of the freedom of information coordinating officer for
each department or agency within the Minister for Police's portfolio areas
as at 30 November 1994?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Police has provided the following reply -

Freedom of Information Officers as at 30 November 1994 are as follows -

Police Department Acting Stir Sgt D. Carlson
(includes Police Licensing and Services)
Bush Fires Hoard of Western Australia Mr I. Bowden
Western Australian Fire Brigades Board Mr D. Fuleher.

COAL INDUSTRY SUPERANNUATION BOARD - SERVICES
1683. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Mines:

(1) What number of individuals performed services for the Coal Industry
Superannuation Board either as an officer, or under a contract for services
as at 30 November 1994?

(2) What is their -

(a) name;
(b) qualifications;
(c) position held or title of the position set out in the contract; and
(d) function and duty as detailed in any job description document for

the position held by the person, or the nature of services to be
provided and described in the contract?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1) Two.
(2) (a) Mr G.E. Peirce;

Mrs J. Reynolds.
(b) Mr G.E. Peirce - Certification in Superannuation Management;

Mrs J. Reynolds - Diploma in Business Studies.
(c) Mr G.E. Peire - Administration Manager,

Mrs J. Reynolds - Administrative Assistant.
(d) Mr G.E. Peirce - Administer the Coal Industry Superannuation Act

on behalf of the Coal Industry Superannuation Hoard;
Mrs J. Reynolds - Assist the Administration Manager.

COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL HOSTELS AUTHORITY - SERVICES
1686. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Education:

(1) What number of individuals performed services for the Country High
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School Hostels Authority either as an officer, or under a contract for
services as at 30 November 1994?

(2) What is their -
(a) name;
(b) qualifications;
(c) position held or tidle of the position set out in the contract; and
(d) function and duty as detailed in any job description document for

the position held by the person, or the nature of services to be
provided and described in the contract?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) 127 individuals: 125 officers, and two contract staff.
(2) This question requires a significant level of research and I am not prepared

to allocate the time and resources required to extract the information
required. If the member has any specific concerns relating to the
authority,!I would be pleased to address those concerns in writing.

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL COUNCIL (WA) - SERVICES
1691. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister

for Local Government:
(1) What number of individuals performed services for the Keep Australia

Beautiful Council (WA) either as an officer, or under a contract for
services as at 30 November 1994?

(2) What is their -
(a) name;
(b) qualifications;
(c) position held or title of the position set out in the contract; and
(d) function and duty as detailed in any job description document for

the position held by the person, or the nature of services to be
provided and described in the contract?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Local Government has provided the following reply -
(1) Six.
(2) (1) (a) Edwin R. Tamlin;

(b) Associate, The Advertising Institute of Australia;
Public Service qualification;

(c) Executive Director;
(d) responsible for planning and implementing policies

of the Keep Australia Beautiful Council (WA) in
litter abatement and other matters.

(2) (a) Kim Barker;
(b) eligible for membership of Media Entertainment

and Arts Alliance (formerly Australian Journalists
Association); Public Service qualification;

(c) Publicity Officer;
(d) develops and implements community behaviour

modification programs.
(3) (a) Peter J. Dent;
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(b) qualified secondary school teacher;
(c) Education Manager (Schools);
(d) devises and produces resource materials and

provides advisory and consultative support to
education establishments and teachers.

(4) (a) Barry M. Robertshaw;
(b) Public Service qualification;
(c) Program Manager,
(d) Manages Tidy Towns, Enforcement and Coast Care

programs.
(5) (a) Shirley M. O'Mara;

(b) Public Service qualification;
(c) Secretary to Executive Director;
(d) secretarial duties for Executive Director and

Chairman.
(6) (a) Helen A. Reidy;

(b) Public Service qualification;
(c) enforcement clerk and reception;
(d) operates Litter Report System and deals with

general inquiries.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

EDWARDES. COLIN - MEETING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL
778. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Education:

(1) Can the Minister explain why ministry employee Colin Edwardes met the
Attorney General at approximately 4.30 pm yesterday?

(2) Will the Minister investigate whether the officer was on a rostered day off,
or does he enjoy special privileges?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1)-(2) No.

ROBB JETTY ABATTOIR - PLANT AND EQUIPMENT AUCTION,
CARLISLE TAFE APPROACHES

779. Hon KIM CHlANCE to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Primary Industry:
(1) Has the Minister been approached by, or is he aware of approaches by,

Carlisle TAFE seeking certain items of equipment from Robb Jetty
abattoir?

(2) Will the Minister assist Carlisle TAFE to obtain that equipment which is
of significance to it for training and display purposes?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
On behalf of the Minister for Transport I offer the following reply:
(1)-(2)

All the Robb Jetty abattoir plant and equipment is available by
auction, which will take place between Tuesday, 6 December and
Friday, 9 December 1994.
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES - OFFICER CLAIMING FLY BUY POINTS
780. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Health:

In relation to revelations that one of the Minister's staff claimed Fly Buy
points after purchasing $690 worth of crockery for the Minister's office at
taxpayers' expense -I understand for 15 cups and saucers -

(1) Who was the officer?

(2) Exactly when did the officer contact Myer Stores Ltd to ask that
the Fly Buy points be removed from her personal account?

(3) Does the Minister agree that the actions of the officer from his
ministerial office were inappropriate, to say the least?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The person was Clare Chettleburgh, a grade I officer.

(2) Today.

(3) 1 agree that it is inappropriate. I am disappointed also that I was not
informed of it.

SCHOOLS - BULLYING POLICY
781. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

(1) In the light of continuing reports of bullying in some Western Australian
schools, can the Minister inform the House of the progress made on the
development of bullying policies for WA schools?

(2) Does the Education Department have any system in place to ensure that
each school has developed an appropriate bullying policy and has had
access to advice and assistance in developing such a policy?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(l)-(2) It is my understanding that the Education Department has been working

ont a number of strategies for bullying in schools. I make the point,
however, that bullying in schools these days is probably no better or worse
than it has ever been in the history of schools. I suggest that when Hon
John Halden was a student at school he was probably bullied by some
person who became a union leader later in life.

Hon John Halden: Most of my peers at college are sitting on that side of the
House.

Hon N.F. MOORE: Hon John Halden would have been the bully, and he has not
changed. That is an unfortunate fact of life. It is a requirement for
individual schools to develop policies to deal with these issues. I share the
concern of the Leader of the Opposition that some incidents of bullying in
schools are not acceptable. I must also acknowledge that it is a difficult
issue to handle, and no matter how many policies a school may have or
how many strategies may be in place, bullying takes place often outside
the school grounds on the way home from school in circumstances where
the school has a degree of difficulty in controlling those behavioural
patterns. The concern expressed by Hon John Halden is acknowledged by
me and the department. Schools are being asked to deal with this problem
and to develop policies to deal with their own circumstances.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION - NASO. MAX,
SUPPORT PAYMENTS

782. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Finance:

(1) Can the Minister confirm that the State Government Insurance
Commission is endangering the life of a defenceless 16 year old
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quadriplegic child, Max Elio Naso, by using the financial resources
at its disposal to limit the payments for nursing care for Max when
it knows that this is -
(a) dramatically limiting the continuity of care that should be

provided to this child;
(b) designed to force the child's parents to engage in illegal

conduct by engaging persons other than duly qualified
registered nurses to look after Max; and

(c) an atempt to cause the child's parents to ignore the advice
and opinion of the Australian Nursing Federation, the
Nurses Board of Western Australia, and Australia's
foremost expert in spinal rehabilitation, Dr John Yeo?

(2) Can the Minister confirm that the SOIC has ignored and refused a
plea by solicitors on behalf of Max for an interim payment to assist
with his support and care until this matter comes to trial in July
next year, in the knowledge that the refusal of such support will
jeopardise the safety and welfare of Max Naso?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
[ thank the member for some notice of this question.

The State Government Insurance Commission denies that it is
endangering the life of Max Nasa. All doctors who have treated
Max Naso agree that he is in no immediate danger of death should
problems occur with his ventilatory system because Max, unlike
many similar quadriplegics, has the ability to breathe
independently of the ventilator apparatus.
Since Max was discharged from hospital just on five years ago the
SGIC has paid for his care, 24 hours a day at home. It presently
contributes $2 850 a week for home care, which is sufficient to
cover a registered nurse while Max is on the ventilator apparatus,
and sufficient to pay for care during the day from a properly
trained enrolled nurse; or alternatively, is sufficient to cover
registered nursing care for up to 20 hours a day provided Max's
parents are prepared to remain in the home and contribute to his
care alone for up to four hours a day. All doctors who have treated
Max consider this care to be more than adequate. The SGIC is
quite prepared to pay all of the costs associated with Max being
cared for in an appropriate hospital or institution until the trial in
July 1995 should the parents consider that $2 850 a week is
insufficient to enable them to arrange proper care.

SCHOOLS - WANNERCO HIGH
Army Cadet Unit, Fee

783. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Minister for Education:
In relation to the army cadet unit at Wanneroo High School being asked to
pay $200 a cadet a year for the use of a classroom and school grounds, and
in view of concerns voiced by the unit's commanding officer, which were
published in the Wannerco Times this week, which indicate that the unit
may be forced to close -
(1) Has the Minister now inquired into this matter?
(2) If yes, what were the results of his inquiry?
(3) If no, will the Minister recognise the urgency of the situation and

have the matter investigated and resolved immediately?
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Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(l)-(3) I have looked into this mailer. I think there is a question on notice about

it. The Wanneroa High School is on a utilities management program
which enables it to try to manage the use of electricity, water and utilities
such as those in a way which is economic and efficient. The school has
decided that people who use the school grounds out of hours should pay
for those sorts of utilities. I have requested an indication as to what sorts
of utilities are being used, and for what purpose and for how long they are
used, to get some indication as to whether it is a justifiable charge. As I
indicated to Hon Graham Edwards in answer to a previous question. I am
very supportive of the school cadets. I would resist any school charging a
fee that would in some way preclude those cadet units from undertaking
their activities.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, DEPARTMENT OF
MOTOR VEHICLES

784. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Health representing the Minister
for Labour Relations:

(1) Is the Minister aware that field inspectors of the Department of
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare have not been allocated vehicles
and are consequently having difficulty making site inspections?

(2) Can the Minister advise which non-field inspectorate staff have been
issued with departmental vehicles?

(3) Has the Minister's press secretary or any other member of the Minister's
staff been issued with a vehicle?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1)-(2) The Commissioner of Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare

has advised that 88 government vehicles are available within the
department, which is sufficient to meet the needs of on-site
inspections. All vehicles, including those used by non-field staff,
are available as pool vehicles during working hours.

(3) Yes, the Minister's media secretary has a government vehicle.
That is the result of a direction from the former Premier, Carmen
Lawrence, who agreed to a request from the then head of the
Government Media Office, John Arthur, that all media secretaries
should be provided with government vehicles. Mr Arthur is now
the director of the office of the Leader of the Opposition and the
member would have been aware of this situation if she had
bothered to consult with Mr Arthur. In addition, a vehicle is
allocated to the Minister's principal private secretary and a general
use office vehicle is also provided. This is approximately three
vehicles fewer than that provided to the previous Minister's office,
another situation which could have been clarified had the member
consulted with her colleague. The vehicles provided to the current
Minister's office come from various agencies within his portfolios.
A DOHSWA vehicle has been provided to the Minister's office for
the past three years.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - BROADWATER
BEACH RESORT, HEALTH MANAGERS PROGRAM

785. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to a development program recently held for senior health managers
at the Broadwater Beach Resort in Busselton.
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(1) How many WA Health Department officers attended the program?
(2) Over what period was the program conducted?
(3) Who conducted/facilitated the program?
(4) What was the total cost to the Health Department for its officers to

attend this program?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1)-(2) Rather than read out the answer I seek leave of the House to

incorporate the information in Hansard.
[The following material was incorporated by leave of the House.]

GENERAL MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 2 (14 to 19 AUGUST 1994)
Hugh Thomson
Brad Sebbes
Noel Carlin
Patsy Turner
Anna Bonython
June MacDonald
Anne Donaldson
Bill Marshall
Garry England
Keith Symes
John McCredden
Mask Edgar
Phil Aylward
Steve Glover
Peter Lisacek
Em Hulbert
Judy Rosevear
David Fenwick
Terry Brennan
Doug Anderson
Graeme Leveringion

General Manager, Bentley Health Service
General Manager, Upper North Metro Health Service
General Manager, Rockinghamn Kwinana Health Service
General Manager, West Kimberley Health Service
Genera] Manager, Central Great Southern Health Service
Director, Psychiatric Services
General Manager, Bunttury Health Service
General Manager, Peel Health Service
General Manager, Kalamunda Health Service
General Manager, Lower Great Southern Health Service
General Manager, Warren Blackwood Health Service
General Manager, East Pilbara Health Service
General Manager, Northern Goldfields Health Service
General Manager, Southern Goldfields Health Service
General Manager, West Pilbama Health Service
General Manager, East Kimberley Health Service
General Manager, Mt Henry Health Service
General Manager, Midwest Health Service
General Manager, Murchison Health Service
General Manager, Eastern Whealbelt Health Service
General Manager, Central Whealbelt Health Service

GENERAL MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 3 (7 to 12 AUGUST 1994)
Trevor Canning
Michael Jackson
Neale Fong
Gordon Grant
Andy Cummning
David Jacobs

Tony Fitzsimmons
Bob Tebbit
Ron Rowton
Francis Quadros
Maurice Swanson
Mark Plaiill
Marian Lin

in Rouse
Terry Harris

General Manager, Lower North Metro Health Service
A/Director, Environmental Heath
A/Medical Co-ordinator, Communicable Disease Control Unit
Director, Information Technology Policy
Chief Medical Officer, Health Workforce
Manager, Planning and Contracts, South Metro Health
Authority
Chief Microbiologist, State Health Laboratory Serice
General Manager. Vasse-Lecowin Health Service
Director, Corporate Services, Fremnantle Hospital
General Manager, Public and Meni Health Services
Director, Health Promotion Branch
Director, Medical Services, King Edward Memorial Hospital
A/Principal Policy Consultant, State Health Purchasing
Authority
Director, Health Statistics, State Health Purchasing Authority
General Manager, Gascoyne. Health Service

Hon PETER FOSS: To continue -
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(3) Facilitators: Mr Brian Lewis and Mr Kevin Hardy, Management
Consortium.
Support Staff: Ms Iacqui Hampton and Ms Julia Romeo, Health
Department of Western Australia.

(4) The accommodation cost of both programs was $31 997, which is
$152.37 per day per person. This cost included accommodation,
meals, venue and equipment charges, photocopying, telephone and
fax charges and other incidental costs.
Other costs associated with this program were in regard to the
charges of the team of program leaders for each program. These
costs totalled $20 512 and included design, development and
delivery of the program, which was customised for the health
industry. The program also contained translation and
identification of the strategies necessary to implement and support
the management reforms within the health industry. The team was
also available for ongoing consultation and debriefing of learning
sets and included consultation with individuals and groups on
health service sites.

FIRE BRIGADE - FIREFIGHTING UNITS, PRIVATISATION
786. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) Does the Minister intend to privatise firefighting units?
(2) If yes, why?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for the
Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

SCHOOLS - PRINCIPALS
Workplace Agreements

787. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Can the Minister confirm that principals in Stare Government schools will
be offered workplace agreements before the end of the 1994 school year?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
No, I cannot confirm that.

SCHOOLS - TEACHERS
Workpace Agreements

788. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Will newly graduated teachers be employed on award conditions or is it
the Minister's intention to impose workplace agreements as a condition of
their employment?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
The Leader of the Opposition knows full well that the Government's
industrial relations policy is that employees are given a choice of an award
or a workplace agreement.

Hon Tom Helm: Or not being employed.
Hon N.F. MOORE: No decision has been taken on workplace agreements in the

education system. The scenario that the Leader of the Opposition portrays
will not happen.
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POLICE - OFFENCES STATISTICS
Burglary, Car Theft, Serious Assaults, Homicides

789. Hon GRAHAM EDWARDS to the Leader of the House representing the
Minister for Police:

(1) What were the number of offences in the following categories for the
years ending June 1992 and 1993 -

(a) burglary offences
(b) car theft
(c) serious assaults and
(d) homicides?

(2) What were staff numbers in the centra victim support service at the end of
the calendar year 1992 and 1993?

(3) How many professional staff are employed -

(a) full time
(b) part time
in the victim support service in the following centres -

(1) Bunbury
(2) Geraldton
(3) Albany
(4) Kalgoorlie?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for
Police has provided the following reply.
(1) I refer the member to the Police Department's annual reports for

those years for this information.
(2)-(3) This service is within the Attorney General's portfolio

responsibility.
SCHOOLS - ALBANY
Gardening Arrangements

790. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is the Minister aware that a number of schools in Albany have had their

gardening staff allocations reduced and replaced by a private lawn
mowing contractor from Bunbury?

(2) What is the reason for allocating this work to a company outside the
Albany region?

(3) How does the Government expect to save money by allocating this tender
to a company 350 kilometres from Albany?

(4) How does the Government propose to compensate the schools for the loss
of such things as after-hours security and handyperson duties performed
by gardeners?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Bunbury firm provided the cheapest quote.
(3) Because it was the cheapest quote it will cost the Education Department

less.
(4) The gardening arrangements that are being put in place in schools are

being organised in such a way that the sorts of matters referred to will be
looked after by the contractor.
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LAND - GOVERNMENT OWNED, VALUATIONS
791. Hon MARK NEV~ILL to the Minister for Finance:

In relation to the investigation of the value of state owned property -

(1) Who are the persons involved in the task force established to value
these properties?

(2) What is the total cost to today of running the task force?
(3) Has a report of the investigations been made to the Minister'.
(4) Will the Minister table this report?
(5) If yes to (4), when?
(6) If no to (4), why not?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Valuations are determined by an internal staff team under the

direction of a project team headed by Chief Valuer Mr G. Fenner,
supported by Messrs P. Whyte, S. Leishman, V. Lumbus,
0. Jeffery and P. Bennington.

(2) The overall cost of the project was not specifically assessed;
however, the initial cost to the Valuer General's office to date for
making the valuations is $450 763. This included the cost of extra
computers to store the information taken from the Department of
Land Administration and to work on an interface for its own
valuation system. An amount of $275 000 related to infill staff;
that is, contract staff were employed so that key staff members of
the Valuer General's office were able to do all the work and the
infill staff under contract for 12 to 18 months did the work of those
people within the department. Members will realise that annual
valuations are conducted for land tax purposes and local
government valuations on a three year rotation. The operations of
the Valuer General's office had to keep going, so $275 000 was
allocated to infill staffing.

(3) Yes.
(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.
(6) This was an internal briefing on the progress of the report to date.

The result is that we can now see the total financial position of the
State. That is shown in the analytical information in support of the
Treasurer's Annual Statements 1993-94. The total assets of the
State are now $34.1b. They exceed liabilities of $18.3b by a
surplus of $15-8b. That is the net equity of the State. 1 hope Hon
Mark Nevill will say to the Government, "Thank you very much
for doing such a good job." The former Government looked at this
problem for 10 years, but did nothing.

Hon Mark Nevill: I am reading the report of the Auditor General.
Hon MAX EVANS: He reported on this in 1991. There were no valuations then.

An amount of $200 000 was set aside in the 1991-92 Budget for this, but
not a dollar of that was spent. The Labor Government was scared of
taking it on for fear of failure. The former Government talked about it for
10 years.

H-on Mark Nevill: It will take 10 years to get it right.
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Hon MAX EVANS: We think it will take five years; it might take a little longer.
DOLA estimated that there would be 35 000 valuations, but it was initially
60 000 and it eventually ended up as 180 000. We give mass appraisal
valuations which avenages the value of the vacant land. Of course, it will
take much longer to value land on which buildings exist and this task will
require mare staff members because they are required to visit the sites.
The government lots on the Department of Land Administration system
are shown as exempt. Because they are not subject to taxation they have
never been valued. I put in place an investigation of the public building
insurance trust fund to assess the real value of the buildings and insurance
cover across the State. They had been valued at $8b. 1 need to know the
present value for insurance purposes; for instance, I need to know whether
they should insure buildings only for over $4m. That information will
complete the records to add to the block of land values.

Hon Mark Nevill: Have you valued all of the art in the Art Gallery?
Hon MAX EVANS: Not yet. I am told that when the New Zealand Government

was a bit strapped for cash towards the end of its term when its balance
sheet was in deficit, the Valuer General gave it a clean report and said,
"On a continuing business basis a tax can be levied to make up the
shortfall.' The famous Maori treaty is recorded as an asset or liability, I
am not too certain which.

Hon Cheryl Davenport: The treaty with the Maoris is definitely an asset.
Hon MAX EVANS: All of the properties have been listed down. The values will

not be perfect. They will be recorded at approximately $27b. However,
the records are now in place. Originally we thought it would involve
35 000 government trading enterprises. There turned out to be more than
we anticipated. We had a lot of trouble because the information on the
DOLA computer had not flagged whether the land was government or
non-government owned. We ended up with between 20 000 and 30 000
pieces of incorrect information, and they had to be taken off the computer.
I can show the member how the schedule of valuations is made up and all
of the parcels of land that have been entered onto the system.
We believe it is pretty fair. At the end of the day the valuations will be
close to $1 3b. As I understand it, the valuations are based on how the land
is used now; for example, a school site. The Department of Planning and
Urban Development has a lot of land. About all we can do is to value it
on its present classification and its present use.

COUNTRY ARTS (WA) INC - MEMBERSHIP
792. Hon TOM HELM on behalf of Hon Doug Wenn to the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Who are the administrators of the Country Arts body?
(2) Where are they located?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question
(1) Country Arts (WA) Inc was created as a result of the

amalgamation of the Performing Arts Touring Information
Organisation, PATIO, and the Arts Council of Western Australia.
The full board of directors is currently composed of the previous
directors of those two organisations. However, some members
have been elected to a management committee. Those members
are Mr Andy Farrant, the chairperson; Ms Jody Burton; Mr Henry
Bateman; Ms Jackie Gill; Ms Heather Gee; Mr Ian Haines; Ms Sue
Turich; Mr John Summers; and the General Manager of Country
Arts (WA) Inc is Ms Sue Meehan.
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(2) Country Arts (WA) Inc is located at 5 1-53 James Street,
Northbridge.

MERIT PROTECTION, OFFICE OF - FUTURE
793. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

(1) Is the Office of Merit Protection still operational?
(2) If yes -

(a) how many staff does it have;
(b) what is its role;
(c) how many references have been made to it in the past 12 months;

and
(d) does the Government intend to retain this office?

Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Premier has
provided me with the following response.
(1) With the proclamation, except for part 7, of the Public Sector

Management Act on 1 October 1994, the Office of Merit
Protection ceased to exist as a formal office. Grievance resolution
is now a function of chief executive officers. Pending the
proclamation of part 7 of the Public Sector Management Act, a
merit protection unit exists within the Workforce Management and
Development Office of the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet to
advise, on request, employing authorities about their development
and implementation of grievance resolution processes. Grievances
lodged on and prior to 30 September 1994, and as yet unresolved,
continue to be processed by this unit as if it were the Office of
Merit Protection. The unit administers the promotion appeals
process, also pending the proclamation of part 7. Following this
proclamation the appeals process will be replaced by a breach of
standards procedure which will be the responsibility of the newly
appointed Public Sector Standards Commissioner. The unit will
then cease to exist.

(2) (a)-(b),(d)
Three staff operate under the interim control of a manager
who has another primary function in the Workforce
Management and Development Office.

(c) For the period 30 September 1993 to 30 September 1994
there were 340 promotion appeals references and 119
grievance references to the Office of Merit Protection.

SCHOOLS - IRIS LITIS
Reclassification

794. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Education:
(1) What was the nature of consultation undertaken regarding the Iris Litis

School reclassification?
(2) What was the advice of the administrators of both schools ignored in the

district superintendent's recommendation?
(3) Why were the schools not informed of the reasons for the recommendation

for reclassification?
(4) What was the school grant for Iris tis School in 1994?
(5) What will be the school grant for the Iris Litis School in 1995?
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(6) How many jabs will be lost as a result of the reclassification?
(7) Will Iris Litis School be provided with sufficient funding in the school

grant to maintain the current program?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Principals of both Iris Litis School and Kellerberrin District High School

were consulted by the district superintendent and were invited to provide
the superintendent with a submission regarding the reclassification of Iris
Litis School.

(2) The advice of the administrators of both schools was included, unedited,
as an appendix to the district superintendent's recommendation report to
the reclassification committee at central office.

(0 The schools were informed of the reasons for recommendations for
reclassification; that is, low student numbers.

(4) $19474.
(5) The classification of Iris Litis School and the education support unit

within Kellerberrin District High School in 1995 means there will be no
specific grant to Iris Litis School but additional funding will be provided
in the Kellerbenin District High School grant.

(6) There has been an increase of 0.6 FTEs in teacher time at Iris Litis School
for 1995. The teacher aide time will remain the same as for 1994. The
cleaning and gardening requirements will remain the same as for 1994.
The 0.5 registrar time will become redundant as a result of the
reclassification. The level 3 acting principal position will be lost as a
result of the reclassification. This will result in a loss of status of one staff
who will remain at Iris Litis School as one of the two teachers.

(7) Funding for Kellerberi District High School will include an allowance
for the additional education support students at the school plus funding
allocated through the social justice branch of the Education Department of
Western Australia.

RETAIL TRADING HOURS - PERTH AN]) FREMANTLE TOURISM
PRECINCTS. PUBLIC TRANSPORT INCREASE

795. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Fair Trading:
(1) Was the issue of frequency of public transport taken into account when the

decision was made to declare the Fremantle and Perth central business
districts tourism precincts?

(2) What action has the Minister taken to ensure that the Government will
address increasing public transport in those precincts commensurate with
their increased trading hours?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:

As members may recall, the decision to declare Perth and Fremantle
tourism precincts was an election undertaking of the Government. The
main motivation behind its decision was, firstly, the belief we had at the
time the promise was made that it was very important to tourism and,
secondly, that this Government is keen to honour its election promises. I
am sure that once we work out the date of implementation and discuss the
matter with the loca] people, including the councils, the matter of public
transport will be drawn to the attention of the transport authorities. I hope
the member is correct in saying that there will be a significant increase in
the need for public transport, and I am sure that the transport authorities
will be responsive to that.
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CORONIAL AUTOPSIES - LEGISLATION
796. Hon M.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

Why is it that legislation which will bring change to the system of caronial
autopsies has not yet been introduced into the Parliament during the
current session, despite a commitment by the Attorney General that it
would be?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
Although there has been some delay in respect of the development of a
new Coroners Act, I can report that drafting is progressing. Accordingly,
a coroners Bill has been rescheduled for introduction into the Parliament
early in 1995. It should be noted that the introduction of a coronial
counselling service will precede the legislation. An officer has already
been seconded to the Perth Coroner's Court to develop a pilot counselling
program and the service should become fully operational in January 1995.

CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF -
PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT AND FIREFIGHTING TRAINING

'797. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) How many people have been given part time employment by the

Department of Department of Conservation and Land Management and
then trained in firefighting techniques?

(2) How many of these part time employees are students?
(3) What is the cost of this training program?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. The
Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply:
(1) 39.
(2) Nine.
(3) Approximately $40 000 by the time training is completed.

By leave, Hon George Cash (Minister for lands) tabled a document in relation to
question on notice 1423.
[See paper No 641.1
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